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Meface. 



A HOtJGk much has been already 
written refpefting the communication be- 
tween Great Britain and her Indian 
poflefsions, yet, as thofe poflefsions have 
within a feW years been much extended, 
the fubjeft of courfe becomes additionally 
intereftirtg; and any work that may, even- 
in a fmall degree, tend to facilitate that 
communication, will, no. doubt, be ac- 
ceptable to thofe who are in anyway con- 
cerned, in trade, or by other connections, 
with the East. 

When the Author undertook this jour- 
ney, he had not the moft diftant idea that 
his remarks would ever be required to ap- 
pear before the public ; for, had he enter- 
A 3 tained 



tained fuch a prefumption, he might ^atc 
written more fully, and would certainly 
have been more particular in his inquiriesv 
What he did write was always on the fpot,, 
from day to day, and was chiefly confined 
to circumftances which fell under his own 

obfervation. 

Many perfons may be apt ta .inqpite^' 
what motives could have induced a man 
to undertake fuch an uncommon route, 
with the certain profpe6l before him of 
many fatigues and dangers, particularly^ 
when, witliout even a fhadow of pecuni- 
aiy advantage, he muft neceflarily incur a 
confiderable expenqe. 

In trutli, curiofity was the prime mover 
to^*his enterprize. The Author wqnt to 
India by fea, and iiaving occafion to re- 
turn to England, wifhed to vary the 
fcene, inftead of coming back by way of 
the Cape of Good Hope,. 

Having been accuftomed to an a6live 
life, therefore, having alwayriived tem- 
perately. 
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perately, and enjoying a good flate of 
health, he was induced, when at Bom* 
BAY, to embrace an opportunity which 
then offered of returning by ihipping as 
far as Bussora, though at a feafon when 
the paflage had perhaps never before been 
attempted, being generally thought im* 
praifticable ; trufting to Providence and his 
own exertions, and poffefsing that enter- 
prifing fpitit ^hich enables men . to fur- 
mount difficulties and dangers that to 
more timid minds appear infuperable. 

Various journalifls have written on the 
different routes over-land (as it is vulgarly 
called) from India, each very naturally 
recommending the rpute adopted by him* 
felf ; thus, fome defcribe that by way of 
Suez and Cairo ; fome again, that over 
. the Great Defert to Ajleppo; others have 
recommended to pafs up the Euphrates 
as far as Hilla, then to Baodad, and 
after that through Assyria, Armenia, 
&c. &c.;' but all have been unanimous in 
declaring, that this latter route was per- 
A4 fecSJly 



Vlii PREFACE. 

fe6lly impracticable in the moutlis from 
April to September. 

The following fheets will ferve to prove, 
that it is practicable at all feafons. If the • 
traveller pafs through Arabia in winter, 
when it is temperate, he will, find it ex- 
cefsively cold among the high mountains 
in Armenia. If he fuffer. a little from 
the excefsive heat of the fummer in Ara- 
bia, which may be juftly faid to be the 
hotteJft place in the world, he will find: 
the reft of his journey temperate and 
pleafant, which may be faid to be, in 
fome meafure, a recompence. When the 
Author was in Arabia, at midfunimer,, 
the fruits were in full feafon, and they- 
continued in that ftate all the way he 
came to Vienna; and fruits are in thofc 
climes a very great luxury. > 

; As few Europeans can readily accuftom 
themfelves to the Turkifli manner of 
living, or of accommodation, the Author 
could not recommend a better route to 
Bagdad than the one by which he came, 
3 . particularly 



PEEFACE. IX 

particularly if the traveller be incum- 
bered with miich baggage. If he ftiould 
be entriifted with dlfpatches, and celerity 
be delirable, the Author would advife him 
to leave Bussora on horfeback, and come 
tip. the Great Defert in a ftraight line to 
HiLLA, accompanied by an Arab Sheik, 
or a^Chookadar*, and only two atten- 
dants. In this cafe, he fhould be pro-. 
Tided with a very light tent to deep under, 
a quilt to throw over him, and a fmall 
quantity of coffee, bifcuit, &c. By this 
mode of travelling, he may eafily reach 
Bagdad in fix days ; it requires great ex- 
ertions, however; and few men are able 
at firft to bear it, particularly if their con- 
liitutions have been enervated by thcj 
luxuries of the East, i 

To any one who may adopt the route 
defcribed in this work, the following 
HINTS OF INSTRUCTION may not b<: 
unacceptable, 

' # An officer in the army, of a rank about equal to 
lliat of a ferjeant. 

At 
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At BussORA, he ihould equip himfelf 
ill all refpe6ts like the Arabs. It will be 
cecelEiry for him, as foon as he embarks^ 
oreveti before, to fuffer his beard to grow; 
but, as it may be uncomfortable to wear 
his beard at full length, it will be fuffi* 
oient if he do but preferve his muftaches. 
This, however, muft be particubrly at- 
tended to, and can by no meaoe; be dif- 
penfed with ; for, though a nian without a 
beard might be fafe in a large city, or in 
any civilized place, yet in a journey af this 
sature, wherein he will often meet with 
barbarous wandering tribes, who would not 
heiitate a moment about putting him to 
death if they ^ould difcover that he was 
aFriiigui*, he will perceive the necefsity 
qf imitating the Arabs in drefs as nearly 
as pofsible. 

As few Europeans have any knowledge 
of the Arabic language, particularly as it 
is fpoken in Arabia, he will be much at 

♦ A term applied to Chriftiaiis in general. The 
Arabs call Europe Fringuiftan, 

a lofs. 
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a lofs, specially when he has none but 
Arabs about hhn^ He will, therefore^ 
iiml it ufeikil to have with him a kind of 
vocabulary, to enable him to afk ufeful or 
neceflary queftions* 

While the Author was proceeding up 
the EtJPHRATES, the Hie, and the Ti- 
^*rs, he compiled a fmall vocabulary for 
his own ufe, which be found afterwards 
«f infinite fervice* 

When the traveller arrives at Bagdad, 
he will find that the Englilh are more 
rerfp€6ted than any other nation ; he will 
(Jberefore feel the necefsity of ailing ia 
^e moA lionourable manner m every 
tranfadtion, that he may fupport the dig- 
nity of the national character; for fuch 
IS the illib^al way of thinking among 
thefe people, that fhould an individual of 
any country a6l meanly, the people would 
Condemn all his nation ; and the bad con- 
du6l of one perfon might thus endanger 
the lives of hundreds of his countrymen, 
who might adopt "the fame route. 

Frpm 
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nil freface; 

From Bagdad there is but one; modte ot 
travelling, which is under the guidance^ 
and prote6lu>n of the Tatars^ or meflengers^ 
of government, Thefe men are under the 
immediate orders of the Balhaw and hisk 
minifters; but are at all times ready to 
enter into any contra6l with an individual, 
which they ufually make very profitable 
to themfelves, particularly when they have 
to conduct thofe who are enabled to ob- 
tain firmauns *; for, by virtue of thefe,. 
the Tatars are enabled to take feveral 
borfes and attendants, and a large quantity 
df merchandize on their return, which 
pfiys them very well. In the Author's fir- 
maun it was intimated that he was an 
English Conful, which enabled his Tatar 
to obtain guards (free of expence) when- 
ever there was danger to be apprehended 
from the wandering tribes. This is by far 



* Thefe give the Tatar and traveller a greal deal 
of authority over the people, particularly over thofe 
who are appointed by government to accommodate the 
Tatars. 
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> 4iie fefeft way of travelling, as the periba 

jof a Conful is feldom infulted. • 



Great care, however, ihould be taken 
/when an agreement is about to be made 
with a Tatar. It is advifable to pay liim 
only half of the money agreed for at 
! Bagdad, that he may have an intereft in 

I delivering the traveller fafe at Constan- 

: TiNOPLE. Care fhould be taken alfo, that 

the Tatar doe^^ not engage to carry mer- 
chandize for any one, which he will do if 
f pofsible. 

r The neceflaries which the traveller takes 

ihould be compreffcd into as narrow a com- 
pafs as pofsjble. A little tea, coffee, and 
fugar, will be ferviceable in the winter 
^eafon; and fome fpirits, either brandy or 

• iiollands, maybe ufeful ; but he ihouJd by 

^ no means be encumbered with either of 

Y thefe in fummer, as it would be highly 

dangerous to drink any fpirits in that cli- 
Hiate in the heat of that feafon. The 
Author himfelf drank very little befide 

water 

if . 
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water and milk, between Bifssora asii 
Constantinople, 

Tbe traveller fhould be equipped in the 
fame manner as the Tatar, w^bich will g^ 
ways enfure him refpedl. Some have at- 
tempted to travel under the char*fter q£ 
the Tatar's feivants (the Armenian mef- 
chants in particular do this); but tlie Ai*r 
ihor coniiders it as too degrading fof the 
cbara<^er of an EngUfhma^iu The Tataf9» 
who are accuftomed to travei very faft, 
ufually ride the hindmoft horfe of the 
company, and whip the other beafts to 
keep them going. This ihpuH never be 
permitted ; but whoever attempts ^ JQur'- 
ney of this kind fhould be a good hoifcr 
man» 

The traveller ought not to enciim.be3r 
bimfelf with fpecie, except about half t 
dozen piaftres, to give as prefents to thofe 
who may render fomc little fervices. He 
will, it is true, be often folicited for giftSt 
Iftit fhould always refer the applkants to 

his 
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bis Tatar ; and when they find that, thej 
will not apply a fecond time. It is much 
more prudent to take bills drawn by the 
merchants, which will ufually meet due 
honour, while they offer up temptation to 
robbers. 

From Constantinople, if the tra- 
veller be unacquainted with the language, 
it will be nfeceffary to engage a Janizary 
to condu6t him to the frontiers, who will 
be paid in about the fame proportion as 
the Tatars. 

It has often been a fubje6l of inquiry^ 
which is the fpeedieft method of forward- 
ing difpatches to and from India. The 
Author is of opinion, that the route by 
which he came muft be the moft expedi- 
tious for forwarding difpatches to India* 
When the meffenger arrives at Bagdad, 
he can fet out immediately in a Kiraffe 
down the Tigris till he reaches the Hie, 
down which he will proceed till he epters 
the Euphrates. By this channel he may 
be able to reach Bussora in three days^ 

which 
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which mu ft be much quicker than going 
hy land to Hill a, and from thence down 
the Euphrates. 

The ufual mode of forwarding dlf- 
patches from India is by the way of Bus- 
soRA, over the Great Defert to Aleppo ; 
from thence to Constantinople, and - 
after^yards by the German poft to Vienna 
and Hamburgh. This is certainly done 
at an eafy expence, and much lefs than by 
way of Bagdad ; but the latter would, 
no doubt, be a quicker route in cafe of 
necefsity, as the Arabs are obliged to 
crofs the Great Defert on camels. 
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A 

JOURNEY 

FROM 

JNDIA^ ronr^j^Ds ENGLAND. 



On the 4th of May 1797, at eight 
P. M, left Bombay, and embarked on 
board the country (hip Pearl, R. Spence, 
Mailer, bound to Bussora; having in 
company James Stevens, Efq* in the 
Civil Service, Capt. John Reid, late 
Commander of the Princefs Royal India- 
man, and Mr. James Morley, 

We had pleafant w^eather and fmooth 
water, with light airs from the W. N. W. 
and N. W.. which continued till the 
12th, when we were in lat, IT. 9\ 
North, and 62°. 16'. Eaft longitude. It 

\ . then began to grow cloudy, and the 

I wind increafed. 

; t » 
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2 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

On the 1 5th, in North lat. 14^ 42'. we 
had a frelh breeze, W. by N. with a 
heavy fwell from the N. W. and a ftrong 
current fetting to the Eaftward. 

On the 17th, at half pad one, A. M. 
pafled a fmall fhip bearing Eaft, diftant 
about a quarter of a mile ; and at fun- 
rife, fhe bore S. S. E. diftant five or fix 
miles. We fuppofed her to be an Arab 
fliip, called the Morning Star. With 
frefli breezes from the N. W. the fliip 
ran at the rate of feven and eight knpts. 

On the 18th we had ftrong gales from 
the Weft, and the weather cloudy. At 
two A. M. wore fiiip to the Southward, 
fuppbfing that we were in foundings. 
Thick and hazy all round, with a very 
heavy fwell from the N. W. 

On the 20th, in 23^ 20'. North lat. had 
a light breeze and pleafant weather, the 
ftiip going five and fix knots, and the wind 
from the S. S. W. At one, P. M. faw 

5 ' the 
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TOWARDS ENGLAND. 5 

the land, bearing from N. by E. to W. by 
N. diftant about five leagues, and feveral 
Arab boats; and at five, P. M. we round- 
ed Cape Ras-el-gat. At fun-rife, on 
the 21ft, two Arab boats came along-fide 
with fifti, which we bought at a very 
moderate price. At feven P. M, the 
wind E. S. E. fhip going four knots, ob- 
ferved a dow in chafe of us. From her 
manoeuvring (fometimes hauling her 
wind, at others failing free), we fufpe6ted 
her to be a pirate. She failed remark- 
ably fi^ft, and in an hour was in our 
wake, diftant a cable's length. She then 
hailed us. Our feapoys immediately 
, fired a volley of mufquetry into her^ 
when ihe hauled her wind aijd ran in 
fliore, 

On the 24th, at day-break, thp Qreat 
Quoin bore S. W. by S. diftant about 
four leagues ; extremes of the Ifland of 
KiSHME, from W. N. W. to N. Wr 
diftant feven or eight leagues; and the 
Ifland of Ormus bearing N. by E). 

B 2 Wa 



4 A JOURNEY tRoM INDIA, 

Wc now faw twenty-two dows in chafe 
erf us ; feme of the fmall ones, failing very 
fiift upon a wind, foon came up with us 
within a cable's length. They Were fiiU 
of nien, who were all armed ; we thete^ 
fore bieat to quarters and prepared for 
a6tion, though many of the large veflels 
Jiad great guns on board. The fmaller 
ones that had come up with us appeared 
afraid to begin the attack till the larger 
had reached them. We were to wind*; 
ward of the l^rge dows; and, as a frefh 
breeze fprung up frbni the Weftward, 
and thofe vclTels are pbliged to wear in^ 
iiead of tacking, they made much lee* 
way, by which circumftapce we were 
enabled to keep a-head. They conti^ 
nued to chafe us till two P, M. When 
we had very llropg gales from the N, W, ; 
and, many of the large dow^ dropping 
to leeward very fall, they gave up the 
chafe, and ran behind the Jfla'rid of 

JilSHME, 

The gale increafing, we kept the fe^a, 
beating to windward under double-reefed 

topfails. 
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topfails, not choofing to anchor in fhore 
for fear of again meeting with our ene- 
mies. 

On the 28th we faw a large ijiip in 
Shaaas Roads, under Arab colours. 

We continued beating to windward 
amongft the illands on the Perlian fide 
of the Qulph, the wind ufually blowing 
from the N. W. till the 30th at noon, 
when the extremes of the Perfian ihore 
bore from N. N. W. to E. by S. diftance 
four miles. It was now calm, and fo 
continued for about twelve hours, du- 
ring which time many locufts flew on 
board ; a co;iincLon indication of ftrong 
^ales from the N. W. which accordingly 
occurreid the »ext day at three A. M. 
when, the weather being ha^y, we fud- 
denly ran foul of a large Arab dow clofe 
under our ihip's bows. She had a boat 
towing, aftern. Our bower anchor hooked 
her high poop and tore it up, carrying 
away our fprit- fail-yard, the chain, of 
the fhank painter, and the bolts out of 
the larboard bumpkin. The Arabs im- 
B 3 mediately 
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mediately fell to prayers, and let the 
dow drift to leeward. At fun-rife we 
faw her in a very (battered ftate. 

V 

On the 1ft of June we had very heavy 
gales from the N. W* the fhip pitching 
very much, and making more water than 
ufual. At eight P. M. furled the top- 
fails; and at nine, the gale becoming 
more moderate, fet clofe-reefed fore and 
main-top-fails, and continued working to 
windward up the Perfian fide of the- 
Gulph. 

On the 4th of June, in 28^ 36^. North 
lat. faw a large white mofque on the 
Perfian fhore, bearing £• N. E. diftant 
three miles, with a town and feveral 
groves of date-trees along fhore. At eleven 
A. M. faw the low land about Bushire, 
bearing N. by W. We had now a mode- 
rate breeze from the N. W. ; and on the 
5th, at fix P. M. we anchored in Bushire 
Roads in four fathom water, the town 
bearing Eaft. The Captain immediately 
Went on fhore in the pinnace, to procure 

an 
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an order from the Sheik for the fhip to 
receive a pilot from the ifland of Car- 
RIGK9 which order cofts 200 Bombay 
rupees^ In the roads we found an Eng* 
lifli brig called the Baflein, belonging to 
Captain Torin, chartered by the go- 
vernment of Bombay to take bale goods 
and difpatches from Bombay to Bt/ssoRAH. 
She had failed from Bombay three weeks 
before we did ; and Captain Torin in- 
formed us, that he had been captured by 
twenty-two dows near the ifland of 
Kishme ; that he was two days in their 
hands; that when they took hina, two 
large dows, one on each fide, boarded him 
with above 100 men each, beating their 
tom-toms, and giving their war-yeU ; that 
the weight of the men made his veflel heel 
very much ; but they had, after plunder- 
ing him by taking away his powder and 
his pump-gear, with fundry other arti- 
cles, releafed him, partly on account of 
his belonging to the Englifli Eaft India 
Company, but chiefly in compliance 
with the intercefsion of a paffenger, bro- 
ther to the ^abob of Masulapatnam, 
f 6 4 a MuiTulxpan, 
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a Muflulman, who could fpeak a little 
Arabic, The Arabs told the Captain, 
that they were at war with the Emaitm 
of Muscat, and had miftaken his veflel 
for the Morning Star belonging to 
Must AT, The fan>e veflfels had two 
years before captured a French brig, 
coppered, which was then lying behind 
Kishme; and about feven years back 
had made prize of another fliip called 
the Beigly Beig, from Bengajl for Bus- 
soRA, and which was ftill lying on the 
rocks behind the Quoins on the Arabian 
fliore. We now learned that the large 
Ihip which we faw in Sharas Roads 
was a man of , war belonging to the^ 
Emaum of Muscat, with above 1000 
men on board, fent to cruife againft the 
dows. 

On the 6th, at four P. M. got under 
way. At three A. M. tacked; diftance 
off Carrick threfe miles. At four A. M. 
hove-to till day4ight, when we made 
'fail with light airs from the S, W. the 
lead conftantly goi4ig. At fife A. M, 

in 
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in 16 fiathofti; and .before we bad time to 
take another caft With the Jead, the (hip 
iiruck on. a reef of white coral rocks, 
and ftuck faft. We founded around the 
|t fhip, and foand. 10| feet water forward, 

I 61 fathom afterti, and 4| fathona abreaft 

I the main-itiE^v It was near high water 

'when <he ftruok, and the ihip drew about 
15 feet water upon an even keel. We 
hoifted out the pinnace and long-boat, 
and carried out the beft bower anchcc 
aftern, Which we let go in 10 fathom 
water, and atterppted to heave her off. 
Not fuci^eeding, however, we fired two 
guns, and fent an Arab (one of the crew) 
on Aore to the Sheik for afsiftance. 
• Meanwhile we ftruck the top gallant 
yards and mafts, .and threw ftonc ballaft 
overboard. . At nine A. M. the Sheik 
: '' SuLLiMAN, with fix boats and a hun- 

dred men, t:ame to afsift. We employed 
all hands in lightening the fliip ; loaded 
^ the fix boats with rice, putting a feapoy 

in ■each to guard it ; and made many at- 
i tempts to heave the ihip off, but to no 

• ^' ^pui"pdfe. At noon there carfie on a ftrong 

;^ breeze 
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breeze from the N. W. ; ai\d had we not 
been upon a weather fhore, the fhip miift 
inevitably have gone to pieces. 

On the 7th, at four P. M. we weighed 
anchor with the long boat, carried it 
further out, brought the cable to the 
capftan through the cabin windows, and 
had it taught. The Sheik and his 
people flayed on board all night, the boats 
with the rice lying at anchor near the 
jhip, and a feapoy remaining in each. 
At half paft five A. M. of the 8th, the 
wind ftifl blowing frefh from the N. W. 
fet the top-fails aback ; and, the tide 
rifing much higher than on the preceding 
evening, hove the Ihip off without having 
received any apparent damage, not mak- 
ing more water than ufual. We now 
took the rice on board, cleared the fhip 
as foon as pofsible, weighed, ran off Car- 
rick Town, and anchored in. 11 fathom. 

Captain John Reid and myfelf went 
aifhore in a country boat, to try if we 
could fhoot any antelopes, ^ whi<ph there 

were 
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were many on th« ifland, having firft ob* 
tained the Sheik's permifsion. We took 
with us two Arab guides, and prefently 
faw about twenty antelopes, which, how- 
ever, were fo very (hy, that we could not 
get near enough to have a /hot ; nor do I 
think it pofsible to take them without 
hawks, the mode ufually pra6lifed in 
thofe countries. The fwifteft grey- 
hounds would be of no ufe, for the an- 
telopes are much fwifter of foot than any 
animal I ever faw before. They are of a 
light fawn colour, about the fize of a 
goat, but with longer legs^ and have 
fmall horns almoft ere6l. 

We diredled our walk to the higheft 
part of the ifland, which appears to have 
been a volcanic produ6lion, having coral 
rocks and fea fhells on its very fummit ; 
and in many places great quantities of 
lava Ijave run down towards the fea. 
Here is plenty of good water, but very 
little vegetation, except near the fprings. 
Being on fhore in the middle of the day, I 

found 
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found the heat much \ gfeHtejf than I had 
ever experienced in India- . 

On our returh to the ihore, we found 
th^^ Sheik <lividing among his people th^ 
fifteen bags of rice wliich he had received 
from Captain Spence for his trouble. H^ 
feemed to be perfe<?l:ly fatisfied w^ith the 
quantity, though it appeared to Captain 
Reid and myfelf to be but a fmall re- 
compenfe for the important fervices he 
had rendered in faving both ibip and 
cargo. 

The Sheik w^as about fifty years of age, 
but could neither read nor write. He 
J>egged of us to give hin> fome fmall 
fliot, which we did, and added to it all 
the powd-er we had with us. We were 
alfo ftrongly inclined to have given him 
both our fowling-piecps, could we pofsi- 
bly have fpared them, fo much were we 
pj^afed with the good man's condqdt. 

The ifland of Carrick, which con-« 
tains between fix and feven hundred in- 

habitantSi 
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habitants, is about tut^lve miles long and ^ 

fevcn broad. ' It , abounds with goats, but • i 

has very few cows, and no beads of 
prey. Nor are there any fowls, tahie or 
wild, except llock and turtle doves, of 
which we fhot feveral. It produces very 
few vegetables, particularly at this feafon, 
the heat being fo intcnfe as to deftroy all 
vegetation, except in the immediate vici- 
nity of water. Wheat, rice, and barley, 
however, are grown, but not in fuffi- 
cient quantity to fupply the inhabitints, 
the principal part of whofe . food is fiih, 
which they catch in, abundance all round 
the ifland. There is alfo very fine turtle, 
but the natives do not eat it. 

On the 8th, at three P. M. a pilot, 
yarned Zodun, having taken charge of 
the Ihip with his trankey*, we weighed 

* A veffel about the fize"of a Pfeter-boat, (harp at 
both ends. It is built of very rough pieces of wood 
rudely put together, and covered over with a thick 
coat of bitumen, with which the country abounds. 
Thefe veflels fail very faft either end firft, having no 
4iftindjion of h^ad from ftern. 

Wd 
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and made fail with a frefli breeze frojn 
the Weft, running between the ifland 
called K0RGO9 and the Perfian fhore. 

,On the 9th and 1 0th we had light and 
variable airs, and were often obliged to 
anchor, not being able to ftem the tide. 

On the 10th, at midnight, the pilot fent 
his trankey to found for the bar. 

^ At fix A. M. of the 11th, faw the 
trankey at anchor in 2* fathom, bearing 
N. N. E. diftant three miles, with her co- 
lours up, a fignal for her being on the- 
bar. At eight A. M. weighed and made 
fail, the land bearing N. W. At eleven 
A. M. crofled the bar 2J fathom for two 
cafts with the lead, then 3, and^3| the 
reft of the way over. At noon faw the 
entrance of Bussora River, N. W. dif- 
tant off fliore three leagues. At half paft 
one P. M.. anchored in five fathom ; and, 
while we were at anchor, a great many 
pelicans hovered about the (hip. 



MONDAY, 
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MONDAY, JUNE 12. 

poT the ihip under way about one 
A. M. and made a very good tide's work, 
l^aining about 12 leagues. 

At nine o'clock Captain Reid and 
myfelf went alhore on the Arab fide of 
the river, taking with us our guns; but 
we only ihot a few wild pigeons, pro* 
cured fome eggs and greens from the 
Arabs, and bought a bullock for fix 
piaftres. The e;ttent of our walk inland 
did not exceed about half a mile, which 
fpace was planted throughout with 
date-trees, the male trees being gene- 
rally planted North Weft of the fe* 
males, becaufe the wind ufually blows 
from that point. The males are very 
eafily diftinguifhed, being higher than 
the females, and not fo full of leaves at 
the top. The ground is full of cuts for 
the purpofc of letting in the water from 
the river at tide-time ; for without this 

tb» 
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the dates would not thrive, as they re* 
quire much moilhire. 

Aftier we had pafTed through the plan- 
tation, we entered fome villages on the 
edge of the Defert, beyond which neither* 
trees nor other vegetation were to be 
ieen. AU our profpe6i: confifted of. a 
burning defert covered v/ith a cruft <»f 
fait, ntaking a noife under the feet iimi-^ 
lar to that caufed by walking on frozea 

Without being on flaore in the middle 
of the day, and at the feafon near Mid- 
fummer, a ftranger to this country could 
not pofsibly forni any idea of the heat 
upon the Defert. The bare feet of an 
European would be bliftered in a mo- 
ment, and I felt fome inconvenience to 
mine, even through a pair of ftrong 
boots, ' 

The houfes here are built of clay, and , 
covered with the leaves of the date-tree, 
2 . The' 
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The ii^habltants are very numerous, and' 
ihoft of them have weak eyes, occafioned, 
probably, by the refledion of the fun 
upon the defert. Their drefs is very fun* 
pie ; that of the aien being in general no 
more than a woollen cap to defend the 
head from the fun; and a coarfe woollen 
cloak, 'with fhort wide fleeves. I fhould 
obferve, that an Arab always wears his 
woollen cap, though he has often no other 
cloathing. The woman's drefs is equally 
fimple, being only a few yards of blue 
cotton cloth wrapped round them. 

Thefe people have numerous flocks of 
cattle^ ilieep, and goats, which they drive 
every morning at fun-^rife to the river fide, 
where they find very good pafture. They 
are watched all ,day by men, women, and 
children, who frequently amufe themr 
felves by bathing in the river; for an 
Arab, when he has an opportunity, will 
bathe five or fix times a day. The flocks 
are always driven back at fuh*fet to the 
Tillages, where they remain all night 

C Everjr 



18 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

Every village and fixed refidence is fur- 
rounded with a lofty mud wall, to defend 
it from beads of prey,, particularly lions, 
which are here very numerous. 

The Arab women were not fo Ihy as 
we expe6l:ed to find them. They feemed 
much entertained by the novelty of our 
drefs, and very civilly offered us milk, 
bread, &c. Their bread is in cakes, but not 
fine; and their milk is not very palatable 
to an European, being curdled and quite 
four. It immediately turns four after fun- 
rife; but we found that the Arabs pre- 
ferred it in that ftate. Being much 
amufed^ with the novelty of the fcene, 
we remained longer on ibore than we 
intended. The ftiip, however, getting 
under M^y, fired a gun, and hoifi:ed a 
fignal for us to return on board. 

On the Perfian ihore are the ruins of a 
vetf large and ancient city, extending 
about twelve miles along the banks of the 
river, and containing many tombs which 

ftill 
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f ftill appear entire. We were informed, 

• that this city was deftroyed by the Pcrfian 
. ^Emperor, N*adiii Shah; and' among the 

ruins we defcried feveral wolves. 



The tide not continuing fo long as we 
expedled, we had only gained about 
twelve miles before we were obliged to 
anchor at three, P. M. the wind blowing 
ftrong from the N. W. 



k 



i 



In the whole extent from the fca to 
this part of the Periian fide of the river, 
there is very little culture, and but a 
thin population. It appears^ however,, to 
have been once well cultivated ; there are 
ftill many embankments to prevent the 
river overflowing the country, and nu- 
merous canals to water the ground, (imilar 
to tbofe on the oppoiite Arabian fliore. 
As to plantations, we only law a few 
ftraggling date-trees, which, being neg-» 
le6ted, bore very little fruit. 



C 2 TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 13* 

We weighed anchor this morning at 
two o'clock; but the wind ftill blowitig 
firelh from the N. W. and very little flood 
tide, we only gained about five miles, and 
anchored again at five. 

We now faw numerous herds of cattle, 
jfiieep, and goats, with a great many 
horfes, on the Arabian fide of the river. 
An Arab Sheik, or a man of any confe- 
qiience, ufually keeps feveral horfes ready 
faddled, in cafe of any alarm, and is al- 
ways ready to ride off at a moment's notice, 
Thefe horfes are fed with grafs cut by thfe 
fide of the river at low water, or on fomc 
of the iflands, which are very numerous. 
For this purpofe they make ufp of large 
balkets, covered with a coat of bitumen, 
which effecStually keeps out the water, ah4 
two men will paddle in them^ at a tolerable 
rate. Some of thefe balkets are large 

/ enough 
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enough to cjirry a doz(jn people, and are 
frequently ufed as ferry-boats. 

The wind increafing from the N« W* ^ 
v^fe were not able to mov^ with the after^ 
noon's tide. 



WEDNESDAT, JUNE 14. 

This morning at three o'clock, the 
wind falling a little, we weighed, ran 
about iix leagues, and anchored again at 
^feyeur The tide now falling off very 
feft, and the wind ftill blowing from the 
N. W. we had no profpe6l of reaching 
BussoRA for fome time. Capt. Spence,. 
t^herefpre, difpatched an Arab fervant with 
a letter to the Company's Refident at that 
place. 

On the Ar^ian fide of the river the; 

culture and population were nearly the 

fame as before ; but the Perfian fi^e had a 

better appearance^ Vegetation was there 

C 3 much 
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much more floiirilhing; and at fun-fet, a 
confiderable tribe, with their flocks, began 
to pitch their tents, not appearing to have 
-^ any fixed refidence* They lighted fires, 
which continued burning all mgfet. 



THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 

Weighed anchor at three o'clock ; but, 
the wind continuing as before, only gained 
about fix miles. The Perfian fide of the 
fiver improved in its appearance, having 
a few fmall villages clofe to the river fide, 
and fome date-trees. It being rather 
fwampy, there were alfo n good many 
willows, and a few elm-trees. 

The Arabian fide, too, looked better than 
what we had lately pafled, being cultivated 
farther from the river. The date-trees 
being planted about ten feet from each 
other, and full of leaves at top, afford a 
very good /hade; iand the people are en- 
abled to cultivate the ground during the 
whole day, without fuffering much in- 
convenience 



i 
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f convenience from the heat of the. fun, 

which out of the fhade, and in the middle 
of the day, is at this feafon not to be en- 
dured. We found here a very (Irong 
brown foil, which does not appear to want 
any mtnure, nor do the Arabs at this 
place ever make ufe of any. 



FRIDAY, JUNE 1^. 

Got under way this morning at four 
o'clock. The wind continuing as before, 
and very little flood tide, we only gained 
two leagues. 

The Perfian fide of tKe river now exhi- 
bited a high degree of cultivation. . We 
faw many inhabitants and numerous flocks 
and herds; but had not much intercourfe 
with the pieqple, as they are not fo much 
to be trufled as their oppofite neighbours 
the Arabs. They are a very flrong, robufl, 
hard-featured people; and their drefs is 
nearly fimilar to that of the Arabs. A 

C 4 piece \ 
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piece of blue callico, about five yards 
long, is the whole of the woman's drefs, 
and the children are entirely naked. The 
men have a very ferocious appearance^ 
and will deftroy whomfoever they can 
overpower, which renders it impo4iible to 
travel much in this country. Wild hogis 
are very numerous among the marihes, 
and there are various kinds of game in 
great plenty, which affords fipe fport to ^ 
ihooting party ; but it will be always ne- 
ceffary to go in a confiderable body, and 
never very far from the river, to avpid 
being cut oS by the favage inhabitantSt 

, The Arabian fide of the rivgr was near- 
ly the fame as before, except that the 
canals were cut farther inland, which iiga-^ 
plied of courfe more cultivation. Some 
of the canals are very broad, and I crofsed 
oyer feveral in the wicker baflcets before 
defcribed, which are indeed very conye- 
fiient where tljere is not much purrent, 



8ATVR|)AY| 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17. 

Got the ftiip under way this morning 
0t five o'clock ; but for want of wind, only 
gained about two leagues, 

A party of us went out a-fhooting on 
the Arabian fide of the river, but were 
jiot very fuccefsful in our fport. Extend- 
ing our w^ilk inland about three miles, 
we found the whole well watered by 
, means of canals from the river, and the 
population was very great. The dates 
and other trees afforded an agreeable ihade, 
and made our little incurfion very pleafant. 
We found great abundance aijd many va- 
rieties pf garflen veget?ibles ; fome of them 
European^ and feveral peculiar to the 
'country. Befide the dates, which are 
the chief fupport of the inhabitants, there 
were great quantities of pomegranatqs 
pearly jipe; red and .white grapes, fome 
pf them fipe ; an abundance of oranges, 
Jimes, aji(} Jemons, but noije of thefe hiyi 
it . attained 
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attained maturity. There were alfo many 
well-tafted apples, chiefly of the kind 
called codlings, but a little fweeter than 
thofe in England. We took with us about 
a bulhel of thefe, for which we paid a 
very trifling fum. 

I was very much pleafed with this little 
journey; and, though I had lately been 
in tijc iftand of Ceylon among the 
cinnamon, in the Travencore country, 
and in every port on the Malabar coafl, 
I certainly fhould give the preference to 
this place ; for the abundance of various 
kinds of fruits, the fragrant fmell from 
the oranges, lemons, and fweet-fcented 
ihrubs, and the agreeable fhade of the 
lofty date-trees, rendered it a moll de- 
lightful fpot. 

The inhabitants, too, were remarkably 
civil. There bein^ no regular road, we 
frequently loft our way; and they would 
very readily offer their Services to conduft 
us into the right path. 

We 
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We had,' however, one advantage, 
which ftrangers to this country can feldom 
enjoy; I mean in having feveral Arabs 
belonging to the fliip, who could interpret 
for us* We therefore never went on fhore 
without taking fome of them with us. 



^3 



Weighed anchor this morning at five, 
raiT about two leagues only, and anchored 
again at nine. ^ 



At half paft three in the afternoon I 
fet out for BussoRA by land, with an 
Arab guide. We were frequently^ftopped 
on the road by foldiers ; but my guide al- 
ways fatisfying them, I was permitted to 
pafs without molcftation. Many of the 
inhabitants feemed to view me with afto- 
nifliment; and in aJl probability fome 
of them had never feen an European be- 
fore, this part being out of any accuf- 
tomed road, and where no one can travel 

on 
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on horfeback on 2lcco\^& the numerous 
canals. r:.; :. , 

1 ■; . • . ' ;■ - . J- ^ ' . . 

The country through whiph I pafled 
bad a delightful appearance, being well 
watered, and in luxuriant vegetation. Ek- 
tenfive crops of wheat, barley, and paddy, 
were nearly ripe ; and of fruit and ve- 
getables the quantity was imnnenfe. The 
city of BussoRA is fupplied from this 
nerghbourhood, and. the Turks and Afabs 
confurae a very large quantity in proper* 
tion to their other food. 

After walking about ten miles, at fcalf 
paft fix o'clock I reached the Engliih fac- 
tory at BussoRA. Here I obtained a 
Jiorfe, and a guide, alfo rnounted, and 
fet out immediately from , Bussora for 
•Margill, the country refidence of^SA- 
MU£L Manesty, Efq. the Refident 
This ftands about three miles above the 
city, and is pleafantly fituated on th^ 
tanks of. the river. 

i , I remained 
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I remained a week at M^rgill, dur- 
ing which time I experienced every, mark 
of civility and hofpitality^ 

Mr. Manesty fills the office of Resi- 
dent with great ability, and is defervedly 
efteemed by every one who has the plea« 
fure of knowing him. His conduft, in 
every inftance, is mod truly that of an 
EiigliJJi gentleman \ and he has rendered 
Government very eflential fervices during 
the prefent war, by feizing the Freuch 
difpatches, . and preventing that nation 
from carrying on any correfpondence with 
India by land. 

During my (lay I frequently vifited the 
city of BussoRA, which is very large 
' and .extremely populous. The Bazar, or 
Market-place, is near two miles long^ 
and appears to be well fupplied. It 
abounds with drugs of various kinds pecu- 
liar to the country, and which, though 
of confiderable value in Europe, may be 
bought here at a moderate price, money 
2 being* 
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being of more value here than in many 
other countries. 

European manufadlures are fcarce and 
dear; and the people prefer thofe of 
England to all others. Our fuperfine 
broad cloth, and our watches, will fell for 
more than double what they coft in 

EilGLAND. 

The length of the city Walls, from the 
river toward the Great Defert, is about 
four miles, and from North to South about 
three miles. The walls are chiefly built 
of clay, and of courfe cannot make any 
very ;ftout refiftance, particularly againft 
artillery. Of this, however, there is very 
little in the country; in the city, I ob- 
ferved only ten pieces^^ moft of them brafs 
indeed, but only two or three of them 
ferviceable. Being expofed to the fun, 
the carriages were dropping to pieces. 

'Here are feveral mofques and minarets, 
many of which are very handfome build- 
ings. 
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ings. Some of the latter are entirely 
covered with variegated tiles, which have 
a very Angular appearance. Moll of the 
public buildings, as mofques, minarets, 
and hummums, are built of brick; but 
the Englifh factory is now by far the bed 
ftru6lure in the whole city. 

Within the walls are feveral vacant fpots 
not built upon, and which appear to have 
been occa(ioned by fire. The houfes in 
general are very indifferent, being chiefly 
built of clay with a fmall proportion of 
bricks. Their timbers are the trunks of 
date-trees, not fquared, but round, and 
in the fame ftate as when brought from 
the plantation: they are alfo very foft 
and fpongy, and will not laft long* The 
very thick walls, and thefe clumfy tim- 
bers, form together a very uncouth piece 
of architedure. 

The roofs are flat, and furrounded by a 

parapet. Here the inhabitants fleep du- 

5 ' . ring 
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ring the fummer feafon, in the open tfif^ 
To an European every houfe appears like a 
prifon, asjt can receive no light frpni the 
ftreet, becaufe it has no windows. Every 
lioufe forms a fquare, and the inhabitants 
have no communication with their neigh^- 
hours. Within the fquare are various 
officios; fome under ground, where the 
people retire during the heat of the day. 
The kitchen, the water, and not uttfre- 
quently the horfes, are kept on the 
ground floor. The hall, where they re- 
ceive company, the harem, and many 
other ofl&ces, are on the fecond, which 
has generally a gallery fupported by pil- 
lars continued nearly round the infide of 
the whole building. They have generally 
two flights of fleps ; one leading to the 
hall, where alone ftrangers ari? admitted ; 
the other leadihg to the hareni, to which 
none biit the family can have accefe. 

Women of the higher clafs are feldotn 
feen out of doors ; but when thejf do go 

. . out. 
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out, they are always veiled. Many of 
the Arab Women, particularly of the 
lower clafs, expofe their faces. 

» 
Both men and women flaves are fold 
put)licly in the Bazar. I have before 
faid, that the city is very populous. The 
majority of the people are Arabs, the reft 
are Turks and Armenians. The Turks are 
moftly men of fonie qonfequence, either 
being officers in the army, or holding 
fome other ports under government. The 
Armenians are the merchants, and fome 
of them are very refpe^table. They have 
a confiderable trade with the East Indies, 
and chiefly to Bengal* In this trade 
feveral ftiips are? employed, the largeft of 
which does not exceed 400 tons, on ac- 
count of a difficulty in crofsing the bar. 
The fliips from Bus^ora to Bombay, or 
Bengal, ufyally receive a full cargo, 
tl^e greater part. of which confifts of cop- 
per in fmall cakes and drugs of various 
l^nds ; and the Bombay (hips generally 
tak'C dried fruits.. It is very feldom, how- 
D ever. 
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ever, that a veffel fails to any part of 
India without taking a confiderable num* 
ber of Arab horfes. There are many in- 
ftances of fhips carrying away filver, in 
bars and fpecie, to the amount of twenty 
lacks of rupees, the fpecie chiefly in 
Spanifh dollars and Venetian fequins* The 
greateft part of the trade of this branch 
of the Turkifti empire is in the hands of 
the Armenians, who, when they have a 
confiderable fum on hand, in order to 
prevent the Turks from laying hold of it, 
(which is fometimes the cafe) export it 
to India, where they often receive 12 
per cent, intereft. The intereft is ufually 
remitted back in piece goods, with which 
they fupply the gfeateft part of the 
Turkifti empire. A confiderable quan- 
tity of fugar and rice alfo is frequently 
imported from I^^dia. The fpecie is fent 
here by the Armenians to their corre^ 
fpondents in moft parts of the empire; 
confiderable fums likewife are often fent 
v^-om Constantinople. Thefe are ufu- 
ally forwarded under the care of the 
- Tatars, 
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Tatars*, tneflengers of government, who 
receive a handfome premium for their 
trouble. The Tatars, however, are fome- 
times robbed and flain by the wandering 
tribes, who in formidable bodies infeft 
the greater part of the Turkifti dominions 
in Asia. An inftance of this happiened 
only a month ago, when a Tatar, return- 
ing from Constantinople to Bagdad 
with 6000 Venetian fequins, was attacked, 
robbed, and murdered, between Diar« 
BEKiR and Mosul. 

With refpe6l to the Arabs, the moft 
numerous clafs of inhabitants, there are a 
few refpe6lable men amongft them; but 
great numbers are extremely poor, la- 
bouring very hard for fmall wages. With a 
very little pay, however, they are enabled 
to fupport their families; for their drefs 
cofts them little ; and their food confifts of 
dates, bread, and water, with which they 

♦'Ufually, but very improperly, printed Tartar. 
See " Campbell's Journey oyer-land to India," and 
other works. It is pronounced Tatar\ the accent 
being on the laft fyliable. 

D 2 are 
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are perfecStly fatisfied ; and indeed,^ though 
their food is fo fimple, they have, gene- 
rally fpeaking, twice the ftrength of 
Europeans, and are able to endure much 
more fatigue. 

The ftreets in this city are fa extremely 
narrow, as frequently to admit only one 
horfe at a time; added to which, they are 
in many parts fo very rough as to make it 
difficult for horfes to pafs* 

Here is a Roman Catholic Church, a 
tolerably good building ; and thp people 
of that perfuafion are not in the lead mo- 
lefted. 

Every perfon wears the drefs of the 
country, particularly muftaches. I met 
here with the famous Armenian Joseph 
Em IN, who had been many years in Eng- 
land, and has lately publiftied, in the 
Englifh language, his travels and adven- 
tures, written by himfelf. He propofed 
going with his fon to Bengal, and thence 
to take him to England. I made- him 

an 



I 
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an offer to take Jib fon with me to Eng- 
land, as he would have been a very good 
interpreter, underftanding the Armenian, 
Arabic, Turkiih, and Engliih, languages. 
The fon, who was about 17 years of 
age, was very willing to accompany me; 
but the father, after deliberating fome 
time, determined on following his origi- 
nal plan. 



SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

Every thing having been prepared, 
under the diredtion of Mr. Manesty, for 
our departure for Bagdad, an Arab 
Sheik, named Abdallah Teef, a very 
refpe6table man, engaged to condu6l us 
fafely thither; for which we paid him 
1300 piaftres. This fum, it is to be ob- 
Iferved, was only for three boats and 
guards, having ourfelves provided a good 
ftock of provifions of all forts, with cu- 
linary utenfils, cooks,' and other fervants, 
which coft us 500 piaftres more. 

D 3 The 
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The clothes provided for each perfon 
were as follow : 



1 Arab cameline, or riding cloak, 

2 Under coats. 

2 Pairs of drawers, 

Q Shirts. 

1 Cumberband. 

1 Turban. 

1 Woollen cap ; and 

1 Pair of yellow flippers. 

Our boats being brought up to Mar- 
gill, at five o'clock we took leave of 
Mr. Manesty, and embarked; two of 
the boats containing the paflengers, the 
other boat our additional guards : Imme- 
diately after embarking, we were dreffed 
fo as exa(?Hy to refemble the Arabs in our 
appearance ; and our muftaches were now 
grown pretty long, having never fliaved 
fince we left India, 

Every attention was paid to our perfonaj 
fafety^ the Sheik being always in one of 

ouy 
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our boats, and his brother^ Ahmood 
SoLLAY, in the other. 

As thefe boats were admirably calcu- 
lated for their intended purpofe, the fol- 
lowing account of them may not lie unac- 
ceptable : 

DefcTiption of the boat generally called a 
Doneky but fometbnes a Kiraffe^ ufed by 
the Arabs upon the rivers Euphrates 
and Tigris. 

The extreme breadth is 7 feet 9 inches* 
The length 42 feet. It is built of ftrong 
rough timbers at 18 inches diftance, con- 
ne<5led by fmall rough pieces of board, 
and covered with a coat of bitumen about 
half an inch thick on the outfide, which^ 
in cafe of a leak, is very eafily repaired. 
The infide is lined with the fame kind of 
rough boards, none above 3 feet long, arid 
of very unequal breadths; the lining is, 
of courfe, full of holes. — Some of thefc 
boats, inftead pf boards^ ai'e covered with 
D 4 balket* 
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baflcet-work, having a coat of bitumen 
upon it. — They are very fharp at each 
end, and fail faft. — Their oars are rough 
poles, having a piece of board tied on 
with a cord. They have befides ftrong 
timbers, which go down to the keel, and 
are about 3 feet above the gunwale ; thefe 
are full of notches, to which they fallen 
the oars with ftrong kya rope; and by 
thefe means they either raife or lower the 
oar, as. is rooft conYenient. They have no 
tiller ; but are enabled to fleer with great 
accuracy by means of a flrong kya rope 
fattened to botli fides of the rudder ; and 
they very feldom ufe more than five oars 
ata^time. 

We had part of the boat, abaft the 
mafl, covered with mats to defend u$ 
from the fun, which wp found of great 
fervice. 

Jn the fore-part was. a place built witb 
brick and clay for the purpofe oi drefsing 
our vi6tuals; and this convenience we 

found 
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feuhd of great iife, as it enabled us to 
provide every thing neceflary without de- 
laying the paflage by frequent landings. 

Thefe boats ufually go from Hill a. 
down the Euphrates to Bussora in three 
days, and are feldom four. From Bagdad 
down' the Tigris to Bussora they can 
never go in lefs" than eight days, though 
the ftream is much more rapid than the 
Euphrates ; but it is above twice the 
length, on account of the many windings 
and it runs a great way to the Eaftward 
towards Persia. 

We had a very pleafant breeze from the 
Southward, and with fails and oars went 
at the rate of five miles an hour, fleering 
due North till 12 o'clock. 



MONDAY, JTJNE 26. 

The wind decreafing, we continued 
rowing till day-light at the rate of three 
miles an hour, when we ftppped a fhort 

time 
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time on the Perfian fide of the river, for 
our people to refrelh. 

On the Arabian fide, above Margill, 
there Is neither cultivation, inhabitants, 
nor even vegetation, except pear the 
banks of the river, where we faw a great 
number of camels grazing. Here was alfo 
much game. 

The Perfian fide of the river had a 
better appearance, exhibiting extenfive 
plantations of date-trees, and many vil- 
lages. ^ 

The river is here about two niilcs broad, 
bearing N. N. W. and S. S. E. 

The tide fetting down, and-having little 
wind, we were obliged to track. At ele-, 
ven o'clock we croiFed the mouth of a 
very large river on the Perfian fide, called 
by the natives Shat-el-Ajam'; which, 
pn Arabic, fignifies a rrver of PfiRSiA; 
.and they had no other name for it. r 



At 
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At one o'clock we arrived at Corny, 
the conflux of the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris. Here we remained two hours, 
and obferved that the Tigris bore E. N.E. 
and the Euphrates due W. A fhip of 
war was moored near the middle, be- 
tween the two rivers, as aguard-ihip, and 
to prevent veflels pafsing without paying 
cuftoms. The two rivers, united here, form 
an immehfe body of freih water. 

From this place to the Perfian Gulph is 
called by the natives Shat-el-Arab, 

The tide has feldom any influence fo 
far as Corny, except at tlie full and 
change of th§ moon ; ' and even then the 
water is only raifed a little; the current is 
»ot turned. 

^ Corny is fuppofed by fome learned men 
to have been the fcite of the Garden of 
Eden. Its prefcnt wretched appearance, 
however, gives it no pretenfions to the 
namq of the Terreftrial Paradife, as de- 
fcribed by Milton. It is a fmall village, 

fur* 
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furrounded by a mud wall ; containing few 
inhabitants, with very little cultivation. 
There is, indeed, a fmall plantation of 
date-trees between the village and the 
riyer, and which forms a very agreeable 
ihade. Here the Arabs (it and fpend moft 
of their tipie, feeming to depend for their 
livelihood much more on their exa<ftions 
from paffengers, than on their own in- 
duftry. 

The officers of the cufloms expei5led a 
prefent from our Sheik ; but as he had no 
merchandize under his care, he did not 
pay any thing. 

We left Corny at three o*clock, and 
went up the Euphrates, which is called 
by the Arabs Shat-el-Fra ate. We now 
croiTed over to the weftern banks of the 
river; but having little wind from the 
Eaft, and being obliged to track and row, 
we went at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The country here was very 
little inhabited, being wet, fwampy, and 
covered with reeds and willows, I fired 

at 



/ 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 45 

At a crane among the willows; and in- 
ftantiy after the report, a large herd of 
wild hpgs rufhed out, fome of them of 
fuch extraordinary fize, that at firft fight 
I could fcarcely believe they were hogs. 
Their colour is a deep red. In the 
neighbourhood of Bussora fome wild 
hogs have been killed, whofe carcaffes 
have weighed 10 cwt, Englilh. As the 
Arabs do not eat them, they are permitted 
to remain unmolefted. It is faid, that 
they continue growing as long as they 
live; and indeed the immenfe fize of fome 
of them feems to fancSl^on fuch an opinion. 

At fun-fet we faw feveral jackalls 
prowling near the banks of the river. I 
£red at one with ball, and killed it. 

We continued rowing and tracking till 
eight o'clock, when we made our boats 
faft to the weftern banks of the river near 
a large tomb, where we remained all 
night, but had very little reft, the muf- 
quitoes being extremely troublefome, and 
the howling of the jackalls, wolves, and 
5 other 
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Other wild beads, in the neigh bourhood^ 
rendering our iituation truly difmal. 

TVESDAY, JUNE 27. 

At day-break we refumed our voyage, 
tracking up the right bank of the river. 
The country here afforded a pleafing pro* 
fpedl, abounding with plantations of date- 
trees and fields of corn. At two o'clock 
we pafled feveral Arab encampments, near 
which were great numbers of cattle, buf- 
faloes, fheep, and goats. At three we 
pafled a breach in the right bank of the 
river, which has overflowed the Great 
. Defert for about three hundred miles, and 
has alarmed the inhabitants of Bussora 
and that neighbourhood very much. The , 
excefsive heat of the fun, with the im- 
menfe numbers of fifli and animalculcB 
that perifli when it dries up, ferve to pu- 
trify the air, which in general proves fatal 
to great numbers; and hence the Aral» 
call it the water of death. 

Here 
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Here were many men employed to (lop 
the breach ; but with all their humble ef- 
forts, it appeared that it would be foriie 
time before they would be able to accom- 
plifh it. They were carrying along em- 
bankments made of trundles of reeds, 
which were often forced away by the 
ilream as foon as they were laid. I am 
perfuaded that half a dozen Engliftimen, 
with proper implements and materials, 
would complete in a few hours what fifty 
of thefe people could not finifh in a week* 

At fun-fet we made our boats faft to 
the right banks of the river, on which we 
remained all night; but, as on that pre- 
ceding, we could get very little reft on 
account of the mufquitoes, and the hor- 
rible noifes made by the wild beafts in 
tlie vicinity. 



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28. 

At day-break unmoored, and conti- 
nued tracking as before. We pafled feve- 
2 ral 
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ral more breaches in the banks, which had- 
overflowed great part of the neighbouring 
country, and prevented the inhabitants 
from fowing their corn and paddy. We 
iikewife pafled feveral Arab encampments 
with abundance of cattle. Our continu- 
ing always on tlie.fame fide of the river 
was matter of choice merely, and becaufe 
we did not perceive any thing interefting 
on the oppofite fliore. The courfe of the 
river IS from W. to W. by S. 

At fun-fet we arrived at a very large 
town on the right bank of the river called 
SuKE-sHUE. Here Mr. Stevens, Captain 
Reid, and myfelf, procured each a muf- 
quito tent, which we found of infinite 
fervice, as it enabled us to get a little" 
fleep, which we very much wanted. 
Though we always laid upon the bare 
ground, we were now enabled to fleep very 
comfortably, being relieved from thofe tor- 
menting infe<Sts, by whom I have been 
frequently fo much bitten jas to be fcarce- 
ly able to open my eyes. 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSIiAV^ JUNE 29. 

We remained at Suke-shue the Wholri 
day, ibme of my boatmen having behaved * 
impertinently to Ahmood Sollat, who 
drew his tolwa on one of them,^ and was 
with difficulty prevented from taking his 
head off. Our Sheik, therefore, difcharged 
the boat and creW, and procured another of 
the fame kind. Of courfe, all our ftores 
^Vere to be moved, and a new place built 
for our cook to drefs the vidluals in. 

We were here treated' by our Sheik 
with a dinner in the Arab fafhion. ' It 
confifted of a dozen and a half of fifti, 
about the fize of madkarel, fryed in ghie ; 
a dozen boiled fowls ; and cakes 'made of 
barley flour, frefh baked, .with plenty of 
milk. We fat upon the ground, agree- 
able to the cuftom of the country, in a 
garden adjoining the river, under the 
fhade of a grove of date and fig-trees. 
The fifti, fowls^ and bread, were very 
E fweet 
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f^veet and good ; but the milk was four, 
and not very palatable to an European. 
We did not make ufe of knives and forks,^ 
as in Europe, but ate with our fingers, as 
the Arabs do, tearing the fowls and fiih in 
pieces; and the Sheik feemed highly 
pleafed by our '^compliance with their 
Guftoms. 

Twasniuch amufed by obferving the 
dexterity of the Arab women in baking 
their bread. They have jsl fmall place 
built with clay, between two and three 
feet high, having a hole at the bottom, 
for the convenience of drawing out the 
afhes, fomething fimilar to that of a lime 
kiln. The oven (which I think is the 
moft proper name for this place) is ufually 
about fifteen inches wide at top, and gra- 
dually grows wider to the bottom. It 
is heated with wood, and when fuffici- 
ently hot, and perfectly clear from fmoke, 
having nothing but clear embers at bot- 
tom (which continue to refle6i: great heat), 
they prepare the dough in a large bowl, 
and mould the cakes to the deiired fize 
" on 
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on a board or ftone placed near the oven* 
After they have kneaded the cake to a 
proper confiftence, they pat it a little, 
then tofs it about with great dexterity in 
one hand, till it is as thin as they chbofe 
to make it. They then wet one fide of it 
with water, at the fame time wetting the 
hand and arm with which they put it into 
the oven* The wet fide of the cake ad- 
heres faft to thq fide of the oven till it is 
fufficiently baked, when, if not paid pro- 
per attention to, it would fall down among 
the embers. If they were not exceed- 
ingly quick at this work, the heat of the 
oven would burn the fkin from off their 
hands and arms ; but with fuclv amazing 
dexterity do they perform it, that one 
woman will continue keeping three or 
four cakes at a^:ime in the oven till flie 
has done baking. This mode, let me add„ 
does not require half the fuel that is 
made ufe of in Europe. 

SuKE-SHUE is a very large and popu- 
lous town, and the refidence of Sheik 
TwYNEY, a very powerful Arab Prince ; 
E 2 having 
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having, under his government the whole of 
the^Hght banks of the Euphrates, from 
nearly as high as Hilla down to BusSora. 
He was once in open rebellion againft the 
Turk if h government, and took poffefsion 
o( the city of Bussora. Being defeated 
by the prefent Bafhaw of Bagdad, he 
fled into Persia; but afterwards returned 
to folicit his pardon ; aad as he was much t 

revered by the Arabs, and likely to prove a ^ 
powerful enemy, the Bafhaw thought it 
prudent to pardon him, and reinftate him 
in his government. He Was not here, how- 
ever, at this time; for, being a moft able 
general, he had been fent by the Bafhaw i 

of Bagdad, to oppofe the progrefs of the 
Waaby, who is extcftiding his conqueftd 
lip the weftem fhore of the Pei-fian gulph,. 
almoft as high as Grain, and propagating 
a new rehgion, which, like JSIahomet, 
he enforces by the fword. 

The Sheik*s army amounts to thirty 
thoufand men; of whom ten thoufand 
are Turkifh foldiers, and twenty thoufand 
Arab recruits* 

1 I took 
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I took a walk with our Sheik thrpugb 
the town, and went into the Ba^ar, or 
market^ which is about a mile long. It 
is opened at fun-rife, and continues tUl 
nine o'clock ; it is thei^ fhut up, opened 
again at three, and cojitinu(^ till fuq-£pt« 

The Sheik alfo took me into a coffee- 
houfe, where I was treated with coffee* 
after the Quftora of the country. I wap 
alfo obliged to fmoke tobaoco; thcy pre- 
fenting me with a pipe about a yard and 
half long. I fat down on a mat crofs-^ 
iegged, like the reft of the company, and 
they ferved the coffee in a fmaJl China cup 
about the fi^e of half an egg-{hell; but I 
coiild not get either milk or fugar, with- 
out which the beverage was rather un*' 
pleafant, till I became acculiomed to it* 



FRIDAY, JUKE SO. 

This roorw^g the Sheik who officiated 

in the abfenceof Sheik TwYNEY paid us n 

E 3 vifit. 
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vifit, and brought his daughter with him. 
She was about twelve years of age; and 
every perfon was obliged to ftand in his 
prefence, except ourfelves and our Sheik. 
I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the refpe6t which the Arabs pay to their 
Chiefs. An Arab of diftindtion, having a 
letter of fome confequence for the Sheik, 
prefented it on his knees, and received it 
back again in the fame pofture, the fecre* 
tiry having, after reading the letter, put 
the Sheik's feal on the back of it, 

The Sheiks and principal people wear 
on the left hand a neat filver or gold ring, 
in which a fquare ftone is fet, with their 
names engraved on it at full length. On 
this ring they lay a thick ink, till it will 
make a fair imprefsion, then flamp it on 
the letter, and this ferves for their figna- 
ture. Some of the ftones, are red, and 
, fome white corneliang. 

We were much peftered here by a num- 

Iber of people having different diforders ; for 

■ • they 
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they imagine that an European can cure 
all complaints^ and impliditly adopt 
whatever is prefcribed for them. 

Our Sheik now engaged to take another 
boat under his prote6lion to Bagdad. It 
contained a few bales of Bengal piece- 
goods, and had for paflengers an Arme- 
nian woman, with her fon, about fixteen, 
and two daughters, one about fourteen, 
the other thirteen years of age. 

Setting out from Suke-shue at eleven 
o'clock, and leaving one boat behind, we 
crofsed the river, and tracked up thte left 
banks till three o'clock, when we re- 
erofled, aijd made our boats faft near a 
village called Gomcheek, where wc 
pitched our tents. 

There being much game in the neigh- 
bourhood, I took my gun, and having an 
Arab with me to ^jarry my powder and 
fhot, faw fome beautiful green birds, which 
I wifhed much to examine. It was not 
long before I brought one down ; but the 
E 4 Arab 
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Arab ran immediately and cut off itsliead^ 
calling out zaitij zaiiu meaning that it wasi 
very gpod to eat. I afterwards Ihpt feve^ 
ral birds of different l^inds, al| of whicji 
the Arab ferrod in the fame way, i>oy 
cpuld I prevent him. 

•"V. 

Several branches pf the river meeting 
at this place, we found ilationed here a 
CoUecStor pf ihe Cuftoms, who wa$ a na-- 
tive of Constantinople, pp which he 
valued himfelf not a little. He was a 
very great drunkard, and would dp any 
thing for wine. We gave him at few bot- 
tles of Shiras, cpniidering pld Madeira and. 
pld Claret as too gpod for him. He was 
greatly pleafed with pyr prefent, andfoou 
becattje intoxicated. 



SATURDAY, JULY 1. 

We waited here this morning till nine 
p*clock for one of our boats which had 
been left at Suke-shue; as fppn as it 
came up, we departed* 

5 . The 
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The river, a little above this place, is 
very broad, nearly as far as tlie eye can 
reach; but in many parts it is fo very 
fcoal, t-hat reeds make their appearance 
^bove the furface of the water. We now 
^tered our courfe to the Eallvv^rd, and 
entered a river called by the Arabs Shat-t 
^L-DpGELA, which communicates witlj 
another named Shat-el-Hie, being a 
tranch of the Tigris. 

I cannot quit the Euphrates without 

. taking notice of its falubrious water, which 

[ is by much the moft pleafant that I ever 

f tafledr Though very muddy when it is 

lirft taken up, it foon becomes perfectly 

clear; and while I could get this water, 

J had not the leaft defire for either wine 

or fpirits, We continued tracking up the 

river (or father canal) called Shat-el- 

DEOEL4 tilj fix o'clock, when we made 

Di*r boats faft to the banks, and pitched 

out tepts not far fifom fome ^rab encamp^ 

Inaejits. 
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Our Sheik reprefented to us, that this 
was a very dangerous fituation, and re- 
commended us to keep our arms in our 
tent^, in cafe of an attack. We had each 
a gun, a brace of piftols, and a fabre ; and 
our Sheik, his brother, and all the guards, 
remained under arms during the night. 
They placed fome centinels at a diftance 
from the tents for fear of a furprize, and 
paffed the watch-word from one to an^ 
other the night through. We were not, 
however, molefled. 

To be obliged to have weapons by my 
fide while lying down on the bare earth 
to take a, little reft, was what I had never 
before experienced. Whoeyetr travels 
through thefe countries, ought not to put 
fo much value on his life as I conceive 
Europeans in general do where they are 
perfectly fecure, except from cafualties. 
1 his country is in a ftate of perpetual 
warfare; many of the inhabitants, under 
no controul, live in a. ftate of nature, and 
are not fufceptible of the nobler pafsions. 

They 
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They murijer and plunder, without re- 
morfe, all whom they can overpower, and 
are at war againd ail the world, except 
their own tribe. Such is the prefent ftate 
bf one of the moft fertile countries in th§ 
univerfe. No traveller is fafe, having 
reafon to exped: every moment to be at- 
tacked by a fuperior force ; but when I un- 
dertook this journey I was perfe(5lly re- 
iigned, and prepared to encounter diffi- 
culties and dangers. Our. Sheik condu6led 
himfelf muc^i to our f?itisfa6lion, and did 
every thing in hi§ power to make us com- 
Ibrtable, 



SUNDAY, JULYS. 

This morning we ftruck our tents at 
day-break, and at eight o'clock arrived at 
the head of the Degela, when we en- 
tered a larger river, which is divided into 
two branches: the one that we went up 
running S. E. the other W. We pro- 
ceeded up this river in a courfe ^Imoft 
due N. 

^Whether 
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Whether thefe branches have been cut 
to water the country, or not, is uncertain ; 
but I am inclined to think they have. 
The ground for about forty -yards froni the 
fiver is ufually three, or four feet higher 
than it is further inland. This I have fre*- 
quently obferved when I have gone 
a-ihooting. The larger branches are often 
pear a quarter of a mile broad, and the 
fmaller about hajf that diftance. They 
make the country through which they run 
cxceefiingly fertile ; but I have no doubt 
that thefe different branches are much 
Ijarger than tl>ey were originally, and that 
they are ftill increafing, as the Tigris, 
from' which they are fupplied, is much 
more rapid than the Euphrates, parti-- 
cularly at this feafon, \yhen the freihes 
are coming down from the fnpwy mounr- 
tains. "^ 

\ At twelve o'clock we entered the river 
palled by the Arabs Shat-elvHie, rtrn^ 
ning from the N. N. W. We found it di- 
vided into three other branches, befide 
the one at which we entered ; two braiiches 

running 
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running Weft, afad one Eaft of tfiat we 
came up. At one o'clock, pafsing the 
mouth of a river running from the Eaft, 
we continued tracking till four, when we 
refted an hour to refrefti, and at fix made 
our boats faft to the banks, where we re- 
vmained all night. 

I obfcrved that our Sheik always chofe 
as open a country as he could find, to re- 
main in all night, for fear of being at- 
tacked by the Arabs at a difadvantage. 

We were again much difturbed by the 
jackalls, who feemed very near us, and 
made a moft hideous noife. 



. MONDAY, JULY 3. 

Wb ftruck our tents, and fet out at 
fun-rife, continuing to track up the river 
Shat-el-Hie. At ten o'clock the courfe 
of the river was from N. N. E.; at eleven, 
due North, and it continued nearly North 
till fix o'clock, when we made our boats 

faft 
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fall to the banks, and were foon after vi^ 
iited by fome Arabs on horfeback. They 
were about twenty in number, armed with 
fpears and tolwas* As the horfemen ap- 
proached, our Sheik, with a double-bar- 
relled gun in his hand, walked about twenty 
yards to meet the Chief of the other party, 
who alfo advanced before his people about 
the fame diflance. After fome conver- 
fatlon between the two Chiefs, the whole 
advanced. I obferved that the Chief was 
mounted on a beautiful Arab mare, and 
remarked it to be a general rule, that 
Sheiks and men of confequence are always 
mounted on mares, which are ufually va- 
Ijjed at three times the price of horfes, j 

To thofe who are ftrangers to the lan- 
guage, manners, and cuftom^, of thif 
country, it is no unufeful thing to re- 
colIe(?t, that whenever a man is mounted 
on a mare it may be depended on that he 
is above the common clafs. Drefs can?- 
not be relied on; for a Shoik will often 
have his meaneft fervant dreffed much 
better thaa himfelf, and will eat out of. 

the 
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the fame diih with him, as if they were .. 
equals. 

Shooting being the only amiifement I 
could enjoy, and here being plenty of 
game, I wifhed to embrate every oppor- 
tunity. I had ufually taken an Arab or 
two with me on thefe expeditions; but 
here I could not prevail on any one to ac- 
company me, and was particularly defired 
by the Sheik not to go, there being much 
jungle, from which I might be furprized 
by the Arabs, or attacked by lions, which 
he faid were Very numerous in this neigh- 
bourhood. *®ur Sheik fully expelled a 
night-attack, and therefore, with his 
brother and all the guards, remained un- 
der arms alf night, the Sheik conftantly 
walking round our tents with a double- 
barrelled gun in his hand. A very good 
look-out, and • probably the preparations 
which the horfemen obferved us to be 
making for our defence, prevented our 
being molefted. 



TUESDAY, 
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T i;esd AY, juLlr 4. 

Tttts morning we ftruck our teiits, and 

departed at a quarter paft four o'clock* 

At fix we arrived where two rivers meet j 

one branch running from the N. N. W* 

the other from E. by N. We took the 

latter, and continued tracking till twelve 

o'clock, when we refted under the fhade 

of fome willows till three; for, in the 

\,^middle of the day, the heat of the fun was 

{o excefsive, that our boatmen were not 

able to endure it^ They werff in general 

niearly naked, having no other covering 

than a fmall woollen cap, which barely fits 

the crown of the head* The courfe of 

the river winding from North td Weft, we 

obferved the banks of thofe large branches 

feven and eight feet above the furface of 

the water. 

I have not feen one ftone the natural 

' produce of the country tince I left Bus- 

soRA, but a foft brown foil, very deep; 

and . 
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and a bank of feven or eight feet does not 
make the lead alteration in the colour of 
the foil. The rapid ' current continues 
deepening the beds of thefe rivers, and in 
confequence the Arabs are not able to 
water many parts of the country, which 
renders it uninhabitable except on the 
banks of the river. AVhere they cannot 
have water, the excefsive heat of the fun 
foon deftroys all vegetation, and particu* 
larly at this feafon. 

At five o'clock we pafled a village on . 
the Weftern banks of the river, called 
Waasut. The river is here above half a 
mile broad. Our Sheik was particularly 
careful not to go near the village^ but con-» 
tinned tracking up the oppofite banks, and 
made as much hafte as pofsible* " All 
the inhabitants," faid the Sheik, ** are 
defperate thieves, and have no mercy on 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to fall into 
their hands ; for they are under no govern- 
ment or controul except that of their own 
leaders, who are every whit as bad as them- 
felves." 

F At 
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At fix o'clock we made our boats htk to 
the weftern banks of the river, not being 
able to find a convenient place on the oppo- 
fite fide. We pitched our tents clofe to 
the ^vater•s ^dge, the Sheik keeping a good 
. look-out for fear of a furprize ; nor was» I 
permitted to- Ihoot, for fear the report 
ftioulddifcover where we were^ having a 
very thick jungle behind us. 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

i 

We ftruck our tents and fet out this 
morning at one o'clock, our Sheik not 
thinking it fafe to remain in fuch a neigh* 
bourhood after the moon went down. . At 
fix o'clock we flopped to refrelh, and in 
half an hour continued our cburfe, the 
river winding very much,^ and bearing ' 
from S. W. to North. We refted under 
fome willows from twelve till two; and at 
three arrived at the town called Hie, from 
which this river takes its name. It is fi- 
tuated on the Eafterh banks; and, the in- 
habitants of this town not being much 
2 . better 






better thaoj^th^fe *of WAAsua[!, Q\]r She% 
muftcipeai: all: bis gii?jrds a - little abpve iJ^p 
tdwDv amoiJtDfling' tp thirty .men,; alVex^ 
ceejdihgly weU; 2tf rned^ and.'dreflfed ^^ }^^ 
b€^ /clothes.; ; On account, I fuppofe^ qf 
their .'fwrmixii^jl^le appearance,, qui* Sh.ei}f 
was iwitnrequitejd here to pay auy thing. 

He fpread- a carpet oft the. ground, and 
with his brotheir, and another principal 
officer, fat down, having all the guards 
under arms, drawn up near them* Here 
they wcre:vifit^ by the principal vinen in 
the town,; sidio were- treated -with pipes 
atnd coffieew ; -The. Shierk^' however, ; kept 
.tihe.dbubleibarr.dled' gun lyigg-on tlie car- 
pet before hiliiy/aiid ready %q fire in a mo- 
meht; the .other * officers afid. men being 
equally prepared^ . .* : . 

This)cereiiiiiny.muil ^^^^y^yy i^r^nge 
•to ..tbo£e. whoijgrQ, ^hftl/ly. -lii^iicqiwii^e?! 
^vith the fittgtilsr: jTiann^Fg:^dj^ fiuftofips v<3f 
thefe people; ibwit all tbis,.C9..ujbipp is p^rr 
fjBiftly neceffatyf tHl • they -have given tW 
•falam and' ate ft(^gether. . -Wiiea that has 
-^I.. F 2 * been 
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been done, there can be no room for ap- 
preheniion. An Arab, after Ite has eaten 
or drank with another, let him be ever fo 
great a ftranger, and of whiaiteter religion 
or country, would fooner perifh than fufFer 
him to receive the leaft injury, either in 
perfon or property; and whoever, in dif- 
trefs, puts himfelf entirely under the pro- 
te6lion of an Arab, may rely upon being 
defended in the moft faithful manner. 

An inftance of this fittgular trait in the 
chara6terof the Arabs occurred not long 
ago/ A Frenchman was carrying dif- 
patches to India, acrofs the Great Defert, 
from Aleppo to Bussora. He had with 
him an Interpreter, and an efcort of about 
eighty men, moftly on camels. When 
about live days journey from Bussora, 
they were attacked in the evening by a 
wandering tribe of Arabs. The Meflenger 
had a double-barrelled gun, with which 
^e Ihot the Sheik ^f the hoftile party; 
fcut they ruftied with fuch fury at the firft 
onfet, that before he had time to charge 
again, he was cut down with a fabre. 
5 Moft 
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Moft of the Meflenger*s guards being 
kilied, they :were ftfipped by the con^ 
querors, and the Meflenger dmongi the 
reft, it being imagined that he was deaii 
After the engagement, the Arabs lightefd 
fires to make coffee and refrefh themfelvesj 
and, as is cuftomiry with,, them, fat on 
the .ground in a circle round, the fire. 

. iThe Mefienger's wouijd riot', proving 
mortal, (for though he hadJ one tide ^ 
bis face cut ddwn, his fkull v^as not matC'* 
rially injured) he at length reco<rered his 
ifenfes ; and finding himfelf entirely naked, 
las well as much weakened by the lofs of 
blood, he had nearly given himfelf up ti 
defpair. But, recolledling to have heard 
of this fingular difpofition in the Arabs, 
h^ refolved to try the experiment air tbt 
only means of faving his life, or putting 
an eijd to his exiftence. He tocA: a view 
of the Arabs fitting round the fire, and 
fingled out him whom lie thought moft 
likely to be the Chief j as being the oldeft«^ 
looking man in the company. Naked as 
F 3 he 
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l^e! wts,- tind ; aliin;Qftr.cQYti:ed..tvitb blood, 
he^rufhdd into' the .mng, iand -jtfeifew hii|n-» 
felf at his feetv;: His conjecftiire iw^s right. 
Tiiiiilold man Wja^ the Chief, who iminedi- 
i.tflljr<_ cajdbred iiim with hi?; rcloak. He 
)^8&nowfjab dA6(s for an Interpreter; hut, 
ao ffarc^ibeingfflriade, the Intrepireter.ivas 
found iiVaLfimilarfituatidnv wounded,- biit 
not dangeroufly. The Meflenger had his 
Qlathes aftdi dlfpatches returned to hihi; 
Ittadthfe ebieft^ritered into ai) agreement to 
driiwritkina-f^flliiAt B'lrssoaA, on the^Mef- 
faij^iproaiifiii^ tojpay hiiii\:one hundi^eki 
^c[iltiari'iti(5fl»ri&.: . :Soth paortifc&perforfiaed 
^(^j^lagrbcnjdnftirrih'e' MdfloBiger; airLved 
fofq^ ajidrhftd eiigagerf a dow to takeJiiin 
bizMiiUfijQjiTc: ^jL^iist haying.; reached .:lhe 
^Bngl*ihrjaRafident^js earfe, he feized the 
Jdeffergtegmtbhia difj^ tod had bis 

5«iWidp iii'q|fed yy* tine Englifti Surgeon. 
■ifexwaeibQigHlcd lliat .the M-eflenger, if 
fciiiergfkfitof {proceed, ..would, not have 
tewiiQ^'glsbj Ai. i asi. Jiis wounds required 
iitoofoftfJCgK^aljafafivince?. r 

^i' : ' Put 
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But to return from this digrefebn: 

It is cuftomary for thefe people to lay 
-very heavy contributions on veflels and 
paflengers that pa£s this way^: or plunder 
them when they do notxompiy.with Iheic 
demands; and in .cafe of the.lcaft refiftr 
aince, they will feize the boats, and murder 
every perfon xm board . In this they have 
an advantage over boats going. up .the 
river, which being obliged to track againft 
both wind, and ftream, their progrefs is 
feldom more than four miles an hour; but 
going downwards there is very little dan- 
ger; for the current being very rapid^ and 
the wind ufually blowing freih from the 
N. W, all veflels go at a great rate, and 
particularly the fmall doneks, which fail 
remarkably faft. Hie is a fmall town 
furrounded by a mud wall; but the in- 
habitants are very numerous in proportion 
to the fize of the place. We left it at five 
o'clock, and continued tracking till half 
pad feven, our men making more hafie 
than ufual, to get as far as pofeible out of 
' F 4 ' the 
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the reach of thofe people, left they fliouW 
attack us in the night. We made our boats 
faft to the pppofite banks of the river. 

The locufts in this country are very nu- 
merous. I caught one this evening of a^ 
different colour from the common locuft, 
and much larger. Its very extraordinary 
appearance induced me to make a fketch 
of it from life, of the exaA natural fize. 
Every part of it is green, except th« under 
wings, which are crimfon ; and when fly- 
ing it has a beautiful appearance. ThQ 
eyes are very remarkable, f 



THURSDAY, JULY 6. 

This morning at four o'clock we ftruck 
pur tents, and tracked brifkly till eight, 
when we refreftied, fet out again at ten, 
and continued tracking till fix in the 
evening, without any delay. We then 
fecured the boats, and pitched our tents 
on the Eaftern banks of the river. 

I took 
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I took an Arab with me and went 
a-fliooting about a mile from the river, 
where 1 found a great many partridges. 
This part of the country, excepting about 
fifty yards by the river fide, is a perfect 
defert, though it appears to have been 
once cultivated, there being ftill the re- 
mains of canals that have been cut to 
water the country, at diftances of about 
two hundred yards, on the banks of the 
river, and communicating with each other 
inland. In fome places banks have been 
made all round, to keep the water, as in 
paddy grounds. 

The river here runs fo rapidly that it 
has deepened its bed ; the banks are ten 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water, yet at that depth there is not 
the lead variation in the colour of the 
foil. 

The furface of the earth at a diftance 
from the river is whhifli, having a mix- 
ture of fait for about half a foot in depth; 

and 
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and below that, a dark brown earth, the 
fame as on the banks of the river. 

At a great diftance to the^ eaftward, WjB 
faw a long chain of lofty mountains rang- 
ing N. W. and S. E. called .the Curdiftah 
mountains, - -: 



FRIDAY,, JUI/Y 7: I 

. We ifet out at four, o'clock this mom-* 
ing; ^nd at eight, by an E. N. E. courfe, 
entered the river Tigris, called by the 
Arabs, Shat-el-Amaar. Nearly oppo- 
fite, oji the eaftern banks of the Tigris, 
is a fmall town called Coote, off which 
(everal ftout vcflels were lying at anchor. 

The main body of the river runs S. S. E.; 
and from the heft obfervation I could 
make, it appeared that the Hie, which 
we came up, had been originally a canal 
cut to water the country, but had in 
coiirfe of time increafed to a very large 

river. 
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river, ,contaimng much more frefti water 
than the. Thame?.. J. 

• 'J . " 

The'TiGfiis is here above a mile broad; 
gpd^; though reckoned at its height, on 
account' of tlie fnovv melting u]X)n the 
moun'tain^, the banks were upwards of ten 
feet perpendicular above the furfaco of 
the water. Several large droves of camels 
were grazing upon its banks. 

We. fouled the river very crooked, wind- 
ing from N. N. E. to South. At fix 
o'clock paffed a Turkiih camp pitched on 
the weftern banks, and made our boats 
faft to the fame banks, about half a mile 
above them. The Turklfli tents had a 
very, handfome appearance, feme being 
red, others green, and fome white. The 
army confifted of fix thoufand horfe ; and 
the,Ba(haw had two armed vefl'els to at- 
tend him on -the river; thefe were about 
150 tons burden each, and were built 
much like the Grabs in the East-Indies, 

This 
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This army had been fent to punifh fomc 
rebellious Arabs in this neighbourhood, 
who had murdered the Sheik of Hilla, 
and feveral other officers under the Turkiih 
Government, Our Sheik drefled himfelf 
and half a dozen of his flaves in their belt 
plothes, and paid a vifit to the Baihaw, 

SATURDAY, JULY 8. 

We ftruck our tents at three o'clock 
this morning, and continued rowmg and 
tracking inceflantly till twelve, when we 
refted under fome willows till three, the 
courfe of the river winding from S. W. to 
Weft. We found an intolerable ftench 
from the Weftern banks, and were in- 
formed, that it proceeded from the bodies 
of fome Arabs who had been put to death 
by the Turkish army. We were aKo told, 
that many of the Chiefs of the rebellious 
Arabs had efcaped by flight on the ap- 
proach of the army, leaving behind them 
their flocks, which were feized by orde^^ 

of 
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of the Baihaw, and driven to Bagdad to 
be fold. 

We tracked till half paft fix o'clock, 
and tliien pitched our tents on the wpftern 
banks of the river. 



SUNDAY, JULY 5. 

We fet out at four o'clock, and conti- 
nued rowing and tracking till twelve, 
when we remained an hour to kill a bul- 
lock. The courfe of the river winding 
from N. W. to N. N, E. we tracked till 
three o'clock, and flopped an hour to re- 
frefh ; then tracked up the weftern banks 
till half paft fix. 

I took my giin, attended by an Arab, 
and went a-lhooting upwards of a mile 
from the banks of the river. I ihot feve- 
ral kinds of birds, particularly fomc very 
fine partridges, which were nearly of the 
fize of Englifli pheafants. 



It 
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It did liat appear that this part had ever 
been cultivated ; nor did I perceive any 
figns of vegetation, except near the banks 
of the river, whjich are in general co^rered 
with a .thick jungle of willows and ihVubsv 
The Arabs are frequently obliged to cut a 
paflage through the jungle, for their fheep 
and cattle to get to the river; and the 
banks are in many places fo fteep, that 
they are even obliged to cut them, and 
rtiake a road to the water's edge. 

At the upper end of a fmall iflatiJ, 
near the middle of the river, we faw' the 
wreck of a large dow, hull under watbr. 
She was loft' there three weeks before, and • 
was worth ten lacks of rupees, having on 
board four lacks of Spanifh dollars, and 
other fpecie, and being loaded with cop- 
per for BussoRA. The owners have a 
guard to watch her, and purpofe weighing 
her when the river is at the loweft, which 
is ufually about Chriftmas. 

Though the river is here at leaft two 
miles broad, two of the guards, who were 

ftationed 
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ftatiointed to; watch the veflel, fwam acrofs. 
In fwimming they greatly afsift them- 
felves by the fkin of a goat, blown like a 
bladder, which they keep under their 
breaft, where, however^ it is not faftened, 
but only kept in its pofition by one hand, 
while they pufli forward with the other 
and their feet ; and in this manner they 
can crofs the river almoft as foon as a boat. 
Their clothes, and fometimes their fire- 
arms, they faften on the top of the head, 
and carry them over perfe6tly dry. Thefe 
men having informed us, that we Ihould 
be much more comfortable on the oppofite 
banks, where there was very little jungle, 
we crofled the river at nine o'clock. 



MONDAY, JULY 10. 

Before we fet out this' morning, we 
were vifited by fome Arabs from the 
neighbouring encampments, which ex- 
tended, to the right and left, as far as the 
eye could reach, having with them innu- 
merable flocks of fheep and herds of cattle. 

We 
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We were perfectly fafe among thefe peopld^ 
and our Sheik informed us, that we became 
wholly out of danger as we approached 
nearer the feat of government. We fet 
out at fun-rife, and paffed feveral droves 
of camels grazing on the banks* The 
river ran very crpoked till eleven o'clock, 
when we entered a long reach lying N. E, 
and S. W. the ftream very rapid, and 
about a mile and a half broad. - 

I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the progrefs of the ^ hot winds, called by 

. the natives Samiel, which fometimes prove 
very deftructive, particularly it this fea-^ 
fon. They are mod dangerous between 
twelve and three o'clock, when the at- 
mofphere is at its greateft degree of heat. 
Their force entirely depends on the fur- 
face over which they pafs. If it be over* 
a defert, where there is no vegetation, 
they extend their dimeniions wi|h amazing 
velocity, and then their progrefs ils fome- 
times to windward. ' If over grafs, or any 

^ other vegetation, they foon diminifh, and 
lofe much of their force. If over water, 

they 



Ih^ lofe all their ele6lrical fire, and 
ifcend; yet I have fometimes felt their* 
effects acfofs the riV^r where it Wa$ at 
leall a mile broad. An inftance of this 
happened here. Mr. Stevens was bathing 
in the river, having on a pair of Turkifh 
drawers. On his-returii from the water^ 
^ there came a hot wind acfofs the fiver, 

^ which made his drawers and hirrtfelf per-^ 

J fe6lly dry in an inftant. 'Had fuch a cir-* 

; oumftance been related to him by another 

perfottj. he declared, he could not have 
believed it. 1 was prefent, and felt the 
I force of the hot wind ; but fliould other- 

wife have been as incredulous^ as Mn 
Stevens^ 

( 

^ Captain ReId, Who had often been my 

^ companion in Ihooting (an amufement of 

^ which he was equally fottd as myfelf), 

having been unwell, I had been deprived 

of his company for above a week pad ; 

and he now became fo much overpowered 

by the cxcefsive heat, as to be fcarcely 

able to Walk. The heat being alfo too 

much for our rowers, at noon we made 

G our 
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our boats faft to the eaftem banks of the 
river, where our people refted under the 
. fhade of fome willows for two hours* 

Going through the jungle to the edge 
of the Defert, I faw fome partridges at a 
little diflance, and was tempted to try if 
1 could get a (hot; but having only my 
flippers on, I found great inconvenience 
from the excefsive heat of tlie Defert, and 
was glad to get back again to the river;, 
for, though my feet were' not bliftered, 
yet the Ikin foon after peeled off the foles. 
Hitherto I had always worn a pair of ftrong 
boots, which I found extremely conve- 
nient both with refpe<5t to the heat, and 
as a fafeguard from the reptiles and vene- 
mous infe6i:s, which in fome places were 
very numerous; and I was particularly 
careful never to go out again fo lightly 
equipped. 

At two o'clock we refumed our voyage, 
and continued tracking up the eaftern 
banks of the river till half paft fix. 

My 
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My feet being very tender from what I 
had fuffered at noon, and an impenetra* 
ble jungle lyings behind tis, in which 
oiir people faid there were maiiy Hoiis, I 
contented myfelf with ftiooting pigeons 
by the river lide near the boats, whither 
they came in great numbers to drink at 
fun-feti 



TUESDAY, JtfLY ll» 

We fet out again at half pafl: tout 
o^clock, and tracked up the eaftern 
banks, the courfe of the river winding 
very much, and bearing from N» E. to 
Weft* At noon we crofled, and tracked 
up the weftern banks, till the evening, 
when we recrofled, and pitched our tents 
near an extenfive Arab encampment, 
where the river was above a mile broad. 
Our Sheik, not being under any appre- 
henfion from the neighbouring Arabs, 
lay down hear our tents, arid took his re- 
gular fleep* 

G a Captain 
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Captain Reid was now become exceed- 
ingly ill, and, as it feemed, mud inevitably 
periih without fome medical afsiftance^ 
He was much troubled with bile, and had 
a liver complaint. I had brought fome 
medicines with me from India, made up 
by our furgeon, and wifhed to give Cap- 
tain Reid an emetic to take off the bile ; 

^but on examining my drugs, tliough 
clofely packed in a tin cafe, I found the 
whole entirely fpoiled, having got wet 
when the (hip was flranded on the ifland 

, of Carrick. 

In this neighbourhood were many pe- 
licanS) by far the largeft birds that fly. I 
often fhot at them, but was never able to 
take one. 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 18. 

We fet out this morning at four o'clock, 
and continued tracking till two; then 
flopped till three to refrefh. The river 
winding as before from N. E. to Weft, 

with 



c 
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with ftiort readies, we met feveral KifafFes 
laden with refrefliments for the Turkifh 
army, the cargo of one of them confifting 
entirely of water.melons. 

^ * 

We continued tracking till half paft 
fix o'clock, having been interrupted ibme 
time by a difpute among our boatmen, 
who fought up to the middle in water, 
fome with fpears, others with tolwas. 
Several fpears were broken, but no lives 
loft. Our Sheik remained a quiet fpec- 
tator of the affray, the quarrel being en- 
tirely among the boatmen, and none of 
his people being concerned in it. 

We made our boats faft to the eaftern 
banks of the river, and pitched our tents 
near the ruins of the ancient city of 
Ctesiphon, 



THURSDAY, JULY IS. 

Departing this morning at half paft 

four, we tracked up the eaftern banks, 

G 3 and 



$5 A JPURNEY FROM INDIA, 

and often obferved, that in many part* 
the current fetting againft them liad worn 
them away conliderably. The banks 
being near ten feet perpendicular above 
the furface of the water, we faw the 
foundations of feveral ancient buildings, 
which were chiefly of brick, and fo 
ftrongly cemented together as often to 
overhang the water. Here were alfo vifi- 
ble a great many earthen jars; fome half 
expofed, others ready to fall into the river; 
and fome of them were of iingular con* 
ilrudlion. 

The river here takes a circuit to the 
fouthward for about ten miles, and leaves 
only a narrow neck of land, on which 
are ftill ftanding many lofty walls and 
towers, being fragments of . ancient 
Ctesiphon, 

We met with feveral ftout veflfels, fome 
upwards of two hundred tons burden, 
Jaden with fire^^wood, and bound to Bag^ 
DAD. They appeared to me of fuch a 
Angular conftruftion, and fo ill adapte4 
a for 
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for the purpofe, that I was induced to. 
take a fketch of one of them. 

The rudder is compofed of a great 
<|uaritity of rough timbers very aukwardly 
put together, and is guided by a tiller. 
\ ^ They are built of very coarfe materials, 

[* andl covered with a thick coat of bitumen. 

The lofty head is generally ornamented 
r with a variety of fhells ftuck into the bi-' 

tumen. They form altogether a very un- 
couth fpecimen of naval architefture, and 
rtquire twenty, and fometimes thirty 
trackers; but when the wind blows ftrong, 
^ven they are not able to niove them. 

.On my enquiring the reafon \vby they 
:,^ made ufe of veffels fo ill adapted to the 

purpofe, that a man with a very flight 
knowledge of naval architeflure might 
foori difcover their inconveniences, and 
obferving, that a veflel built upon a plan 
iimilar to our ware barges would carry as 
much cargo, draw lefs water, and might 
be worked with one-third of the men ; the 
G 4 anfwer 
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anfwer I reeeived convinced me of the 
danger and inutility of attempting any in* 
novation among thefe people. I was told, 
that the children invariably continued to 
follow the trade of their fore-fathers ; thus 
tha fons of a carpenter are all carpenters, 
&c.; that their fore-fathers had always 
built veffels upon the fame plan, and that 
it would be reckoned very prophane in 
them to deviate from the cuftom of their 
anceftors. This completely folves the 
problem, and ihews to what a length fu- 
perftition ^nd prejudice is carried ^mong 
them, 

# 
Thefe people have continued from the 
earlieft period to fpeak the fame language, 
wear the fame kind of drefs, and ea:t and 
drink in the fame manner* Their mode 
gf warfare is ftill the fame ; and fcarcely 
the flighteft deviation has taken place in 
their manners apd c^iftoms, prejudices and 
pi^fsions ; though almoft every other na- 
tion h^s undergone a thorough revolution 
within a few centuries, 

Shoul4 
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Should a man here, cbnvificed of a 
defedl in any branch of trade, offer to 
adopt an improvement, complaint would 
foon be made to the Mufti, and the artift 
probably pay for his temerity with his 
life^ / 

At fun-fet we pafled Javer, on the 
weftern banks of the river. Though but 
a fmall town, it is much celebrated on 
account of a very beautiful mofque that 
Hands in it. At nine o'clock we croffed 
the mouth of a large river running from 
the North, called by the Arabs Shat-el,^ 
D£AAL, and at half pad nine made, our 
boats fall to the eaftem banks of the river, 
which w^re here upwards of twelve feet 
jtbove the furface of the water. They 
were likewife fo fteep that we could 
icarcely afcend them ; and we found the 
top of them ^o rough with fmall fhrubs, 
that we Were obliged to clear a place be- 
fore we could lie down. Among thefe 

[ ihrubs, however, were many of delightful 

[ fragrJ^nce, 
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FRIDAY, JULY 14* 

We fet out this morning at two o'clock, 
and continued tracking till two in the 
afternoon, when we reached Bagdad. 
The river was very crooked, teing net^rly 
round the compafs, yet from the place 
where we fet out in the morning was oiiiy 
three hours walk by land. 

We arrived at the houfe of Mr. J. L. 
Renaud {an agent to Mr. Manesty, of 
Bussora), which was very conveniently 
Situated adjacent to the riven 

An Engliftxman has at Bagdad li 
privilege which is not gmh.te# to the peo- 
ple of any other nation. Whatever bag? 
gage be may have with him, inftead of 
being taken to the Cuftom-houfe, is al* 
lowed to be carried to the place where he 
is going to refide, and ah officer of the 
cufloms is fent thither to examine it» ^ 

• Thig 
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This privilege was obtained by the foli* 
citation, of Mr. MANESTYin favour of his 
countrymen, and will at all times be ad« 
yantageous to the intereft as well as the? 
convenience of a traveller. 

Bagdad is feated on the eaftern banks 
of the Tigris. It is a large and populous 
city, extending along the banks of the 
river about three miles; and the length of 
the walls from the river being about two 
miles, gives it the form of an oblong 
fqu^e. The houfes, though very inferiM; 
to the European, are much better built 
than thofe of 3ussora, but nearly in the 
fame ftile. 

Many of the public-buildings, fuch as 
mofques, minarets, and hummiims, arq 
conftru6led of hewn ftone, and make a 
very handfome appearance. Here is alfo 
an extenfive Bazar, which is well fupplied 
with variety of. articles; but the prices in 
l^eneralare much higher than at Bussora^ 

Th0 



Pt A JOURKEY FROM INDIA, 

The Armenians are the principal mer- 
chants here ; the manufaftories carried on 
are few, and thofe confined to articles for 
immediate ufe, as fhoes, boots, clothes, 
fadlery, and culinary iitenfils. 

The Armenians at Mosul fend great ^ 
quantities of copper down the Tigris to 
Bagdad upon rafts of timber fattened to*- 
gether* On their arrival the rafts are fold, 
wood being very fcarce here. The copper 
is afterwards (hipped for Bussora on«-board 
large dows, which are ufually about fix 
montlis in performing the voyage thither 
-and back again. The copper is in fmall 
round cakes about fix inches broad, and 
nearly two inphes thick in the middle, 
but gradually floping to the edges* It is 
of a quality nearly the fame as Englilh 
battery cake copper. 

This trade, which has not long been 
carried on^ is faft increafing to a very great 
extent; for fometimes fhips fail from Bus:^- 
SORA Jaden almoft entirely with copper; 

and 
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and I am persuaded that it will in time 
prove prejudicial to the Englifti manufac- 
tories. Labour being much cheaper in 
thefe countries than in Europe, they are 
enabled to carry it to a market at a much 
cheaper rate ; and this makes it very pro- 
fitable to thofe at prefent concerned in it.- 

Though Bagdad is much better built, 
than any other city in this part of the 
world, it is ftill very inferior to many, 
cities in Europe. ' Every houfe wears the 
appearance of a prifon, as defcribed in 
BussoRA, but compofied of better mate- 
rials; they are in general of brick, and the 
timbers yery good, being thofe which are 
floated down the Tigris. 

. The ftreets are very narrow and dufty. 
I had near half a mile to go every night 
to fleep, and ufually fet out about eleven 
o'clock, always taking a Turfcifli fervant 
with a lantherDy as it would have been 
very dangerous to walk at fiich a time 
without 'a light. Scorpions, tarantulas, 
and other noxious infects, were very nu- 
. 1 merous. 
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merous. Of the former I have frequently 
killed four or five in a night; they are of 
the large black kind, and their ftings often 
prove mortal. 

All perfons at this feafon of the yeaf 
fleep on the tops of their houfes ; and I 
have often been entertained by feeing the 
people run off with their clothes in their^ 
hands at fun-rife ; for as foon as it has rifen' 
above the horizon it becomes excefsively 
hot, I foon learned, however, that even 
looking over our own parapet-wall was a 
deed of danger; for that the Turks would 
not hefitate a moment to flioot at any per- 
fon whom they might difcover overlooking 
their houfes. The houfe where I flept wa^ 
near the middle of the city, and very 
lofty, none being higher in the city, ex- 
cept the minarets, the feraglio, arid a few 
houfes belonging to the minifters and priri^ 
cipal officers. 

Here are many iCranes, much larger and 
very different from any that we halve in 
Europe. They build their nefts upon the 

tops 
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tops of: the; minaret? ^nd the loftieft 
houfes, where they are never; molefted, 
and are in confequence very tame. I have 
often been within twa yards of their nefts 
without exciting in them any fear. 

As there are no canals to water the city, 

many poor people are conftantly employed 

U in carrying water from the river in fkins. 

Some take.it on their backs, while others 

have afles and mules. 



Without the walls, to theweftward, is 
entirely dcfert, not having the leaft traces 
of vegetation, except on the banks of the 
river. Behind the city, to the northward, 
the fame barrennefs prevails ; there is no 
watej nor any cultivation. To the eaft- 
ward, along the banks of the river, there 
are excellent gardens, which extend about 
four miles ; and a great many houfes filled 
with inhabitants ftand without the walls* 



The city, however, is chiefly fupplied 
with fruits and vegetables from the oppo- 

fite 
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lite fide of the river, where there is milcli 
cultivation* 

The Baftiaw and feme of the principal 
people have country feats in this neigh- 
bourhood. This was the fcite of ancient 
Seleucia, built by Seleucies, one of 
Alexander's generals, who fucpeeded 
to the government of this part of the 
country; and feveral of his coins are ftill 
to be met with in Bagdad. The gold 
coin is worth about two guineas; it be»s, 
as flrong an imprefsipn of the head as the 
ancient Roman coin?, but has a long 
beard. ^ , 

A little farther, towards Hilla, are 
ftill to be feen fome ruins of ancient J8a- 

BYLON. 

During my (lay at Bagdap the Turkifh 
army, confifling of fix thoufand horfe, 
returned from their encampment on the 
banks of the Tigris ; and their crofsing 
the river over a bridge of boats at the 

upper 
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tipper ehd of the city at fun-rife in f egu-* 
lar procefsion, had a very pretty appear-^ 
;4nce. The day before their arrival tJiey 
fent to Bagdad as many fheep and cattle 
as fold for a lack and a half of piafters* 
Thefe were the flocks that belonged to the 
rebellious Arabs* 

Bagdad at prefent is fuppofed to con^ 
tain more treafure than any city of equal 
fize in the world 5 and the immenfe quan* 
tity of fpecie and bullion found in the 
coffers of the late Kya (or Prime Minifter) 
of BAGDAi) feems to warrant fuch a con-* 
je6lure* He was murdered a fe\^ months 
ago by confpirators employed againft him 
by the prefent Kya ; and when the BafhaW 
feized on his property, an exa^l account 
was taken of his treafure, which amounted, 
in value to upwards of 3>000,0001. fterling^ 

The following ftory is related of the 
late Kya by the merchants^ and many of 
them> much to their forrow, are enabled 
to vouch for the truth of it: it alfo prove« 
to what a length ijiany of -the Turkilh. 
H Minidery 
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Minifters and Bafhaws carry their tyranny 
and opprefsion. He was a man (fay they) 
of fuperior abilities, had the confidence of 
the Bafhawy and kept a moft ftri6l watch 
over the cdndudl of all officers, civil and 
military J hence it was, that fo many of 
them readily joined in the confpiracy* 
He was withal very avaricious, and in- 
vented many fihgular metliodis of adding 
tb histreafure; among others, the follow- 
ing proved very produ6live: he always 
kept fpies over the merchants in the Ba- 
zar; and when he heard of any difpute 
among them, he would firfl: fend for one 
of the parties, queftiori him i-efpecSling the 
matter in difpute, and> under a plea of 
the government being in want of money, 
enquire how much he would give to gain 
liis caufe. The fum was ufually in pro- 
portion to the wealth of the complainant,^ 
and the animofity between the parties; 
fometimcs fo much as four or five tlioufand 
piafterj^* He would then fet this man 
afide, fend for the other party, and ex- 
ifmine him tefpe<5lkig thfe qiiairrel, and as 
to the fuoi that he would gire to gain his 

caufe^ 
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^aufe. This dorie^ he would confront the 
two parties, arid decide in favour of him 
who had given the greater fum, returning 
the other hi^ money, with fome harfli cen- 
fures of his condu6t. At length this prac- 
tice of the Kya was attended with a very 
good efFe6l. The merchants found them- 
felves fo egregloufly fooled and fleeced, 
that whenever Any difpute occurred, they 
were very ^lad to fettle it amicably amdng* 
themfelves, taking all pofsible care to pre- 
vent its reaching the ears of the Kya. 

* The prefent Kya can neither read nor 
write. He was originally a Georgian flave 
boj^, and brought up in the Haram; but 
^*^as afterwards raifed to an inferior office 
on the military eftablifhment. Having 
heard that the Bafhaw's daughter wifhed 
to marry him, he gained over fome of thq 
military and. civil officers, and caufed th<b 
Kyal to be mufdefSd one evening as he was' 
returning fr(im the Seraglio. When the 
Bafhaw heard of it he imniediately fled for 
prote6tion into tl% Haratt^ where he con- 

' ' H 2 cealed 
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cealed himfelf till he was informed that, 
no injury was intended towards him. 

There was a confiderable commotion iii 
the city for a few days, which, however, 
was foon fettled by orders being iffued, 
that whoever was found in arms in the 
ftreets fhould immediately be put to death. 
The prefent Kya was foon after appointed 
to fucceed, and married to the Balhaw's 
daughter* 

When it became neceflary to tranfmit 
an account of the affair to Constanti- 
nople, it was ftated, that the late Mi- 
nifter had intended to poifon the Bafhaw, 
which was the caufe of his being put to 
death. 

I have often feen the prefent Kya; he 
does not appear to be thirty years of age, 
is comely, and has a very graceful figure ; 
but in all probability he will not continue 
long in office ; the lives of princes in this 
country are extremely precarious, perhaps 

more 
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iiiore fo than in any other country in the 
univerfe, as no lefs than feven have been 
affafsinated within the laft twelve months. 

The laft of thefe was the celebrated 
Sheik TwYNEY, who was flain, while afleep 
in his tent, by a flave belonging, to the 
Waaby. This happened only a week ago; 
the news arrived foon after we came to 
Bagdad, and has very much alarmed the 
government, becaufe much confidence 
was placed in the fuperior abilities of the 
Sheik, and he was fully relied upon to 
check the progrcfs of the Waaby, who 
immediately after attacked arid defeated 
the Turkifti army, and it was apprehended 
that he would reach Bussora, 

Few Europeans tranfaft any bufinefs at 
Bagdad, or k^ep any Confuls there.^ The 
Englifli have no Conful, but their bufinefs 
is managed by an Armenian named Coja 
Makell, a very refpe6table man. I had 
letters to another Armenian merchant 
named Cqja Stephon Babeck, a very 
worthy man, who fpeaks tolerably good 
H 3 EngUfla, 



103 A JfpUHNEX FJIOM mDIA, 

Englifli, and, J believ^, is the only refi-. 
dent in the who],e city th^t underftj^nd^ 
a word of it. 

The FrencI^ at prefej^t |iave here a 
Conful named Rousssau, who is a rela-* 
tion of the famous writer Jean Jaques, 
They do .not, hpwever, carry on much 
huiinefs' hcrp, having ^t pref^pftt no com- 
munication with India. The French, 
during thp prefent. war, h^Y^ of^qn i^t-- 
tempted to fend difpatches to India by 
way of Byssoi^A aii^d Muscat, but thefe 
Jiave always been intercepted by the vigi-. 
lance of ^he %ft-Jndia Company's Refl- 
uent at BusisoJiA. . Here are feveral 
Frenchmen, who appear tpl^aye very littlQ 
employment; many offered me their fcr- 
yices as interpreters apd (:pmpaijions to 
Coi^sTANTiNQ.?^-?; hut I refufed their 
proQ^^r^, as fefyapts are at ^1} tjipps, anci 
partij:ular^y , on (upji a journey, a very 
great incunpiUraupe j ^nd J yio\x]d never 
recommend ^ perfon who travels to emt 
ploy my other than Ith^, people pf thfj 
povmtry he pi^y be in. 

Tl^e 
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The following circumftance fefves to 
(hew in what refpedt the Englifli are held 
herii : 

Mr. Renaud, though only a clerk to 
Mr. Manesty, about five o'clock one 
ofternoon waited on the Bafhaw for a 
firmaun for me. As he was pafsing near 
the Seraglio, he heard fome men crying- 
out moft lame»tably. On enquiry he was 
informed, that they were to receive two 
hundred lafties each, a punifliment almoft 
equal to death. He defired the people te 
defift, as he could not bear to hear the 
men's flirieks, (who by the bye had only 
received five or fix ftrokes on the foles of 
their feet) and. he Would intercede with 
the Baftiaw to mitigate their puniihment. 
On his mentioning this affair to the 
Baftiaw, the Iatte;r replied, that for his 
fake he would not only releafe them, but 
would fend them to his houfe, where they 
fliould be entirely at his difpofal. 

As foon as Mr. Renavd returned, he 

told us the circumftance. About nine 

H 4 o'clock 
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o'clock the fame evening, while we were 
at fupper on the top of the houfe, the 
two men, both Arabs, were brought up 
to us, ftill uncertain of their deftiny. Mr. 
Renaud, who fpeaks the Arabic as flu- 
ently as Engliih, told them that he ha4 
prevailed with the Baihaw to releafe them, 
and they were now at full liberty to go 
where they pleafed. It is impofsible to 
give the reader an adequate idea of the 
alteration in the poor men's countenances 
when they heard this. They fell on their 
knees, and prayed to God and the Prpphet 
to prptfeiSt their deliverer, 

Captain Reid being now exceedingly 
ill, and there not being the leaft profpe^t 
pf his recovery, my other companions 
being alfo- unwell, I began to prepare for 
my departure; Mr, Renaud having obr 
tained my paffport, or.firmaun, under the 
Bafhaw's feal, and having alfo engaged a 
Tatar, nqmed SiAp Ahmed Aga, to at;* 
tend me. 

The 
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, The Mookadar (or keeper oF the feals) 
paid us a vifit^ which waS' cdnfidered as a 
very great honour. He gave diredtions to 
the Tatar in my prefence to be attentive^ 
to the prefcrvation of my perfon and pro- 
perty, for that otherwife he ihould forfeit 
his head. I had now for the firft time an 
opportunity of obferving the ceremony of 
perfuming, &c. which is ufually paid to 
men of confequence. But the Mookadar 
was an exception to one very general cuf- 
toni amongft the Turks, as he did not 
i'mokef tobatcoofc On his taking leave he 
was complimented with an elegant white 
jnuflin turban and cumberband, the arti- 
cles moli commonly prefented on vifits of 
ceremony, . 

t 
» My. Tatar drefs being ready, as, well as 
the trappings of my horfe, I began to pre^- 
pare for my departure from Bagdad. 
Though I was to travel under the title of 
Conful, yet it was neceffary to wear the 
Tatar drefs, to avoid being infulted by the 
populace, as is always the cafe when they 
(lifcover an European, whom they call 
1 , Fringui. 



<>>' 
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Fringui, I had alfo my bead fliaved, 
which I found to be of great fervice, as it 
kept me cool, and w^s moie convenient to 

me in wearing the Tatar drefs. ; 

i 

1 had entered into a written agrepinent 
with my Tatar to give him eight hundred 
piailers; five hundred to be paid in ready ^ 

money at Bag&ad before my ^parture, 
and the remaining three hundred on. my 
fafe arrival at Cqnstantinopi,e ; and he 
engaged not to take any other paflengers 
or merchandize under his care* I took ] 

b^lls from Bagdad on Co-N:STANTiNOPXE J 

both for my 'tatar's three hundred piafters, 
and the money I had provided for the rcr ^ 

mainder of my journey, I had alfo. letr 
ters of credit on Constantinople from 
Mr. Manesty, in gafe I iboiald have oc- 
cafion for more money. . 

My drefs confided of a yellow cap about i 

ft foot high, broad at top and ^Imoft jflat, hut | 

becoming gradually narrower till it fitted j 

the head. The lower part of the cap was i 
covered all ro^nd with black lambikin 

5 about 1 
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^jbout four inches deep^ the iniide luie^ 
and quilted, a^d m the upper part ftufle^ 
with woqI ^ictremely tight. Bqng.thu^ 
calpplated to refift any weappn, it is an 
excellent fafeguard to the head. Thi^ 
cap, which being xoxy hpavy, feels un-^ 
plpafantly at firftj^ is callpdaCulpsjck, an4 
16 only worn Ijy the Tatars. My other ar-r 
tjicl^ of apparel were, a brpwn cloth coat 
triipqaed with 4 broad lldafk filk binding^ 
wrapping quite rpunfii|jebpdy with fliort 
wide fleeves, and hanging down to the 
calf of the leg; blue Turkifti trowfers 
trimmed with black (ij^ J?jjidJng, made 
very wide, but buttoning tight round the 
intall of the ][eg;^and flroi^^ red bopte to 
pull jovcjT ^he4r9\vfer5 ^§ hjgh as the calif 
of the |eg. The under-drefs is a Turkif^ 
gown, with Iqng fleeces buttoning clofe 
ro\ind i\\e wxift^ ^nd dt fliirt without a^ 
cpllar. Turk? of all defcriptiion$ have thq 
|iep}^ entirely b;^r€. The Tatars wear 
drawers; bijt I wp^-e a p^^ir of -ftrpnglealihei 
breejc^hips under my tr<)^fcrs^ which I foun^ 
of very great feryice. -^ qumberbjin^ 

about 
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about fix yards long was tied very tightly 
round my waift, and in this I hung a 
brace of piftols, befide having a large 
Turkifh fabre fattened round my middle 
with a belt. My European clothes, and 
whatever I had not immediate occafion for,' 
I had packed up in wax cloth; ihirts^' 
ftockings, and other neceHarics that I 
fhould have occafion for on the journey, X 
had put into a leather-pouch, which wia$ 
faftened behind the faddle. 



THURSDAY, JULY 20. 

.Being with my Tatar completely 
equipped, at five o'clock our horfes were 
brought, and I took leave of my comjpa- 
nions. Captain Reid was reduced almoft 
to a fiiadow by the excefsive heat of the 
climate: he had been my companion in 
many agreeable excurfions, and^ I could 
fcateely refrain from tears on thus taking; 
leave of him, without the fmalleft hope 
of ever feeing him again. 
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We rode near a mile through the Bazar, 
where the merchants, having been ap- 
prized when I Ihould go, were waiting 
with their letters. My Tatar took, I am 
fure, upwards of two hundred under his 
charge, this being the only method they 
have of forwarding letters from one city 
to another. The merchants and Tatars 
are, therefore, always upon very good 
terms ; and the office of Tatar, as it is of 
the greateft truft, is alfo very profitable; 
for, befide their other emoluments, they 
receive confiderable prefents from the mer- 
chants. The letters are not any great in- 
convenience to them, giving no farther 
trouble than the mere carriage ; for when 
a Tatar arrives at any confiderable city, 
the merchants inunediately go to the Conac 
for their letters. 

Near the weftern gate of the city a 
garavan was preparing to fet out, feveral 
hundred camels being already loaded^ 

As foon as we were without the gates 
we fet off at a brifk trot, the firft part of 

our 
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our road beifig a {>ferfe6t defert, without 
the leaft appearance df vegetatioh. Having 
fidden about four miles, we overtbok the 
Tatar's ferrant with three horfes, the one 
on which he rode had my European 
clothes, a few neceflaries belonging to the. 
Tatar, *nd i couple of leathern bottles 
with water^ The fecond liorfe had only a 
doth o^ hini alftd a bridle; being brought 
as a referve, in cafe of any accident hap- 
pening tti the other horfes* The third Wa& 
laden with two bales of merchandise, a 
thing exp^efly agaiftft our agreement.- I 
had a6luaHy deprived niyfelf of many ne- 
oeflaries that I might not bfe eftcumberedj^ 
and now finding that my Tatar had de- 
Qfeived me, I thought of returning Ui 
Bagdad, and charging him with his 
breach of contra6l. Reproaching hinir ftn; 
his condu6t, I threatened to return, which 
alarmed him very inu*6h, as fuch a ftep 
WOdkl ia all probability havfe ruined him^ 
He jjjptertinly aflured i««j th« he fiieuld 
only take them to Mosul. 

Thcugli 
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Though mufch difconcerted by this con- 
dufl in my Tatar> yet having already paid 
him five hundred piafters, I thought it 
better to proceed, even though I might be 
detained a few days. The Tatar then pro*, 
mifing to make as much haile as pofsible^ 
we continued our journey, and about nine 
miles from Bagdad arrived at the banks 
of a branch of the Tigris. The road was 
here very rough, and full of Hunted 
ihrubs. We foon left the river, and at 
ten o'clock pafTed throu^ the town of 
Yankja. In the vicinity were feveral 
flocks of fhfeep, watched by Ihepherds for 
fear of the jackalls, which were very nu- 
merous, and made a moll hideous *noife. 
On crofsing a plain weftward of Yankja^ 
though between ten and eleven o'clock at 
night, I felt much inconvenienae from a 
hot and fulphureoi]^ wind, I tied a hand- 
kerchief over my mputb and nofe till it 
pafled us, and my Tatar did the hme; 
but I began tb a{)pehend fome dagger. 
As thofe winds were fo ftrong even in the 
night, what havock might they not mak« 
when the fun was at its height, and the 

earth 
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earth at its greateft heat ! We continufedl 
our journey at the rate of about five miles?' 
an hour till eleven o'clock, when we ar- 
rived at a town called Doucolla, where 
we flept in the open air on a quilt and a* 
pillow, with all our clothes on. This place 
and Yank J A are both fmall ftraggling 
towns, every houfe being furrounded by a 
iieparate mud wall. 



FRIDAY, JULY 21* 

We fet out this morning at half pa(t 
four o^clock, and were foon joined by a 
Turk with a fervant and three horfes* 
We pafled through feveral villages, and- 
faw many very fine fields of corn, with 
great quantities of game. Small cuts that 
led from a large canal fupplied the country 
with water, and made it very rich ; the . 
bridges over thefe cuts were narrow, and 
fometimes dangerous for the horfes to pafs^ 
being only a few flicks laid acrofs, and 
covered with clay. 

I . TI»e 
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The Turk, to ihew his dexterity, went 
on full gallop over one of thofe bridges; 
but his horfe fell down, and threw him to 
a confiderable difiance* 

We continued our route at the fate of 
four miles an hour till half paft fix o'clock, 
when we arrived at a Conac in a fmall 
village, called Hope. Here I breakfafted 
on eggs and milk, and went to deep under 
the fliade of fome trees near the canah 
A very fine ftream of clear water ran 
through the village, in which were large 
quantities of turtle. 

We fet out again at half paft four 
o'clock, galloped for fome time over an 
open defert country, and at feven ar- 
rived at a fmall town, furrounded by a. 
mud wall, called Massabbas, near the 
banks of the river Deaal. In thisi neigh- 
bourhood were the remains of fome mili- 
tary entrenchments. We faw alfo feveral 
wild hogs, fome of which were very large. 
They came out to feed at fun-fet, and one 
of extraordinary fize drew near us, and 
* I did. 
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did not appear alarmed. Being very well 
mounted, I rode full gallop towards hini 
with my fabre in my hand, expe6ting the 
creature would have run away; but I was 
foon deceived ; for when I came near him, 
he put himfelf in a pofture of defence, 
prefenting one fide, and inclining his head 
towards me. I thought it prudent to 
make a precipitate retreat, and am of 
opinion that had I attacked him he would 
havedeftroyed both myfelf and horfe; for, 
though I had both a fabre and piflols, I do 
not imagine that I could have made any 
imprefsion on fuch a monftrous animal. 

We now rode at the rate of five miles an 
hour, crofled the river Deaal over a ftone 
bridge which had two very lofty ftone 
pillars at one end, and at half paft nine 
o'clock arrived at a village called Chu- 
BUCCAN, where we flept on the bare 
ground in the open air. 



SATURDAY, 
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At half pad one o^clock^ as ^Ve were 
remounting^ a large party of Arabs on 
horfeback entered the village. We pur- 
fued our journey at the rat6 of four miles 
an hour, and at foui* o'clock again crofled 
the river Deaal over a ftone bridge at a 
village called Deaal- abb as. Before day-* 
break we met feveral parties of Arabs on 
horfeback between Chubuccak and this 
jplace; but they did not mbleft us, and we 
very feldom Itopped to fpeak to them, 
only giving the cuftomary falutation as we 
paffed. Here 1 procured bread and new 
milk, on which I made a very comfortable 
breakfaft. We mounted again at half paft 
four, and, turning due Eaft, pafled through 
a well cultivated cdftntry along the banks 
of the river Deaal till fix o'clock, when 
w^e arrived at Adanaque. 

This town is fituated at the foot of a 

range of mountains, running Eaft and 

12 Weft. 
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Weft, and is well watered by fome clear 
rivulets that run from the mountains* 
Though here is plenty of ftone, yet all the 
houfes are built with clay, and are only 
one ftory high. In this place cranes are 
fo abundant, that there is fcarcely a.houfe 
which has not feveral nefts upon it. They 
are very tame, and the inhabitants never 
moleft them. When any thing difturbs 
thefe birds, they make a violent clatter 
with their long beaks, which is fpmetimes 
repeated by the others all over the town; 
and this noife will fometijnes continue for 
feveral minutes. It is as loud as a watch- 
man's rattle, and not much unlike it in 
found. ♦ 

From'ADANAQUE we fet out on frefli 
horfes at half paft four o'clock, and af- 
cended the mountains by very narrow 
pafles. Some ^ere cut through the folid 
rock, giving room only for one horfe to 
pafs at a time. On the top of one of thefe 
mountains fome Ai:abs were encamped, 
who exa6ted a few piafters from my Tatar. 
There were indeed only half a dozen of 

them. 
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them, but they were all well armed; and 
I obferved them getting their matchlocks 
ready, in cafe my Tatar had refufed to 
comply with their demands. It requii'es 
fome time for a man to prepare a match- 
lock, as he has to ftrike a light. They are 
very certain at a fteady mark, but other- 
wife cannot be depended upon. They are 
chiefly rifle-barrels, and the Arabs are near 
a quarter of an hour in charging them. 

After crofsing thefe mountains we en*' 
tered an extenfi'^e vale, through which a 
confiderable river runs from Weft to Eaft, 
called by the natives Shat-el-Narin. 
There were feveral Arabs with their flocks 
on the banks of the river, which we croflTed 
at fun-fet. Though a confiderable body 
of water, it is a fine clear ftream ; but has 
no bridge over it near this place. 

About the banks of this river were fe- 
veral very curious animals, a fpecies of the 
Jerboa as defcribed by Buffon. They 
burrow like rabbits, feem very tame, and 
run very faft upon their hind legs. The 
I 3 tail 
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tail is extremely long in proportion to 
the bpdy, and has a large white tuft at. 
the end. When fltting on the ground 
th^y haye much the appearance of rat$, 
hut are about twice thp iize, and qf a 
;nuhc lighter colour. 

We contlimed our journey, travelling at 
the rate of about three miles an hour, and 
at ipn o'clock arrived at a town called 
K ARATAP A, Here my Tatar difmifled the 
fervant he brought frqm Bagpad, after 
giving him a fevere horfe-whipping. At 
elevpn we fct out again on frefh horfei}, 
the Turk and his fervant ftill accompap;]^-^ 
jng us. 



SUNpAY, JULySSt 

After we left Karatapa, though the 
pad was often very rugged, and we had 
fometimes difficulty enough to difcenj 
any track, we rode full gallop the greater 
part of the way. One fervant ufually 
Jeadg one pr two hojfep, and thofe are 
8 whipped 
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whipped by the Tatar or other fervants 
who follow. One of the fervants rode up 
to whip my horfe; but, being as well 
mounted as any of the party, I thought 
myfelf able to ride as well as they. It 
alfo appeared to me fomewhat difgraceful 
to fuflFer my horfe to be whipped by another 
perfon ; and on one of the fervants flriking 
my beaft, I turned round and laihed him. 
This was a broad hint, to be fure; but it 
had the defired efFe6l; for they never 
offered to whip my horfe afterwards. 

Travelling ftill on full gallop, we paifed 
more of thofe encampments where the 
Arabs are ftationed to exact money^ As 
the night was very dark, po moon being 
.vifible, and the roads exceedingly rough, 
there was fcarcely a horfe among the party 
but had one or more falls^^ though thofp 
cattle are in general very fure-fpotedf 

We arrived at Kuppree at half paft two 
o'clock, after crofsing the rjver Na»in 
over a ftone bridge. 

14 At 



'■J 



120 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

At four o'clock we fet out again on 
frefti horfes, and pafled over a very barren 
country, not meeting with a fingle habi- 
tation. We continued along the bafes of 
a chain of hills on our right, running Eall 
and Weft, and, though galloping all the 
way, met with no accident, ' the road 
bpingin general very good. Some of our 
horfes, however, were fo much tired, that 
we were obliged to leave them behitad^ 
and mount the led horfes which are al- 
ways kept in refer ve. At half part fix 
o'clock we arrived at a town called Tus-- 
COMARTEE, whcfc we refted. 

TuscoMARTEE is very pleafantly fitu-» 
ated to the North, at the foot of fome 
hill$, and is well watered by feveral clear 
ftreams that flow from them. It com- 
mands ^ very fine profpe<St over an exten- 
five vale to the South ; in which it fhould 
feem that in winter there is a great deal of 
grafs, if we might judge from the long 
brown tufts that ftilj remained. The fun 
is fo very powerful at this fcafon as to de- 
i|roy all vegetation, except near the rivulets 

that 
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that flow from the mountains, where wc 
find numerous flocks of flieep and herds 
of cattle. Thefe, however, the fliepherds 
are always obliged to drive to the town in 
the evening, on account of the wild bcafts. 
Though we had a view over this vale for 
near fifteen or twenty ^niles, I could not 
,difcover a fingle habitation. 

Our fare at the Conacs was tolerable, 
and the people were very attentive. In- 
deed, if any of the fei-vants, or even the 
matters of the Conacs, had negle6led their 
duty, my Tatar would not have failed to 
give them a good horfe-whipping. 

Their mutton is very fine, as is their 
poultry alio. Their kids too are very good ; 
but they drefs, their vi6luals too much for 
an Engliftiman, and eat extravagantly of 
the fat. Their bread is moftly in thin 
cakes, and tolerably good. My diet here 
was chiefly bread and milk. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we left 
TuscoMARTEEj and, gallopmg the whole 

of 
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of the way over a barren country, afrived 
at half pad fix at a town- called Taook. 

Taook is fituated on the North of the 
fame extenfive vale, which is about twenty 
miles over, and has a chain of mountains 

N 

on each fide, running Eaft and Weft. 

We fet out from Taook at half paft 
eight o*clock, and, after riding about four 
miles, arrived at a town called Tepelleb 
in the fame vale, watered by feveral 
ftreams flowing from the mountains on the 
North. We did not flop at Tepellek, 
but contijnued our journey, riding at about 
four miles an hour, the roads being very 
rough, and fpmetimes intricate. 

In the nights, which Were now very 
dark, I could not but think that going full 
gallop over fuch rough ground muft be 
attended with fome danger; and I there-, 
fore checked my Tatar; but while the 
day-light continued permitted him to go 
as faft as he chofe. 

The 
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- The Tatars are excellent fiders, being 
the greater part of their time on horfe- 
b^ck ; they have not, however, the lead 
regard for the beafts, but gallop up hill or 
dow^n without diftindlion, and keep on till 
fpmctimes the borfes fall under the fatigue, 
unable to go any farther. Nevertheiefsi^ 
thefe horfes are much more hardy and 
able to endure fatigue, than thofe of Eu- 
rope. The riders do not feem to be much 
afraid of a fall, which often happens in 
galloping down hill; for the cap preferves 
the head, the cumbprband the body, and 
the llrong boots the legs; and the foot is 
very eafily difengaged from the ftirrups, 
>yhich are iron-plates, nearly as long asi 
the foot. 



MONDAY, JVI.Y 24, 

I 

We continued riding moderately till 
two o'clock, when we arrived at Kir- 
cooK, alfo fituated in the vale before- 
mentioned. 

Wc 



r 



12* A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

We fet out again on frefti horfes at three 
o'clock, and foon after afcended the chain 
of mountains on our right. Near the 
fummit we found feveral Naphtha pits. 
Thefe are dug out of the rock, are about 
thfee feet deep, and into them the Naphtha 
oozes in a thick liquid, having a very ftrong^ 
fmell, nearly refembling that of our coil- 
tar. Juft above thefe pits were feveral 
rocks of fait. 

We foon after found ourfelves among 
fome hills fhaped like hay-cocks, which 
appear to have been fo formed by water, 
being covered with pebbles and fhells, 
like thofe ufually feen on the fides of 
rivers. 

Toward the top of this chain of moun* 
tains, thefe round hills were very large ; but 
they gradually diminished for about two 
miles, when *ve defcended int0 an exten- 
live vale. 

This was to us a great relief; for it was 

moft unpleafan\ travelling among thofe 

5 . hills, 
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hills, being obliged to make a zigzag 
courfe, and finding them in fome places fo 
extremely deep, that it was with diffi- 
culty our horfes could keep their feet, the 
roundifh pebbles giving way under their 
tread. Some of thofe hills towards the 
bottom were not much larger than a good- 
fized hay-cock; and feen from the vale 
below they had a very fingular appear- 
ance, e^^tending from Eaft to Weft, as far 
the eye could reach. 

This immenfe range of mountains ap- 
pears as if it had once formed a barrier. 
Along the top are the remains of a very 
ftrongwall, built with ftone and cemented 
with bitumen. ' 

Soon after we had defcended into the 
vale, we pufhed on, in a gallop the greater 
part of the way, to Alton Kuppree, 
where we arrived at half paft feven o'clock. 

This is a^large and populous town, built 
on an ifland formed by the river Ai*ton, 

dividing 
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cfivrding itfelf clofe /above the towrij afldi 
uniting again a little below it, the tovvrt 
nearly covering the whole ijQand. Here 
is at prefent a very large garrifon of Turk^ 
iih foldiers; and the town may be deemed 
impregnable, being difficult of accefej aiid 
the ufe of artillery not known in this 
country. 

On entering the town we eroded the 
river, over which is a ftone bridge of oncf 
arch, the higheft I ever faw. The pafiage 
over this bridge is very difagreeable, it 
being exceedingly fteep on both fides, and 
like, a Cxothic arch .running up to a point 
in the center. The pavement upon the 
bridge too is very bad, and my horfe had 
feveral falls before 1 got over it. This 
town is at prefent the capital of Turkifh 
GuRDiSTAN, and a Bafhaw refides in it. 

We fet out again at fiv^ o'clock in the 
afternoon, and on leaving the town crofTed 
the other branch of the river, over which 
is a bridge of two" arches. This, river con- 
tains 
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tains a large ^km^Y ^f water, and falls into 
the Tigris, a few miles below the town. 

Soon after we left Alton Kuppree, 
we entered a very fine and well cultivated 
country, fertile in corn and garden vege- 
tables, the former being then about to be 
cut. A journey of about fix miles brought 
us again among hills, with very little cul- 
tivation ; nor did we fee much fertility till 
we arrived near Evrill, which is thirty- 
two miles from Alton Kuppree. 

Evrill appears to have been formerly a 
place of fome importance, for it exhibit* 
the remains of an old caftle on the top of 
an artificial hill on the Weft fide of the 
town, and in the vicinity are feveral Naph- 
tha pits. It is faid to be the ancient Arbe- 
, la, near which Alexander fought with 
Darius, and the country for fome diftance 
round it is an open champaign. We did 
not change horfes here, but continued our 
journey four miles farther, and at eleven 
o'clock arrived at a town called Ankava. 

For 
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For the greateft part of this ftage the road 
was very good« 



l*UESDAYi JULY 25, 

This morning we fet out from Ankava 
at half pad one, and, riding very faft, at 
five reached a fmali town called Killick, 
•on the banks of the river Zarp. Here 
was a caravan waiting to crofs the river, a 
paflage that muft take up a confiderable 
time, being without boats. The Jiorfes 
and camels fwim acrofs, three or four at 
a time, being led by a man who fwims 
buoyed up by a goat*s /kin inflated with 
wind, which he keeps under his breaft. 
The merchandize and paiTengers are car* 
tied over on a platform, which is fupported 
by the fame kind of fkins blown up in 
proportion to the weight they have to 
carry. We crofled over in this manner, 
and were not detained long, the conduc- 
tors of the caravan giving us, as ftrangers, 
the preference. 

The 
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The Zarp is a very large and* perfectly 
clear river, flowing from fome very high 
mountain^ to the northward, capped with 
fnow. The country near the river appears 
to be very fertile, and produces great quan- 
tities of corn, which the inhabitants were 
employed in cutting. Having crbiTed th^ 
Zarp, we were foon re-mounted, and 
after riding about fix miles through a fer- 
tile country, arrived at another confider- 
able river called the Hazir, which flows 
from near the fame fource. This is not 
fo large as the Zarp, but as there were 
no conveyances, it was with fome difficulty 
we were enabled to ford it, being now un- 
ufually high on account of the fnow melt- 
ing from the mountains. 

We rode very faft over a fine champaign 
for about fix miles farther, and at eight 
o'clock arrived at a town called Kara- 

KOOSH. 

Horfes not being ready, we had to wak 
an hour, though I was very anxious to get 
to Mosul this morning, as I thought it' 

K would 
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would gain me a day. Horfes were 
brought a little aft'cr nine o'clock; hut 
the fun \ffes now become excefsively hot, 
the inhabitants began to retire, into thb 
ihade, and fome of. them down into deep 
Vaults. This part of the country is 
reckoned the mod dange^rous at this feafon, 
on account of the Samiel winds, which 
are now at their greateft ftrength, and 
more people are deftroyed by them than 
in any other way. Both my Tatar and 
myfelf being exceedingly well mounted, 
w^e fct out at full fpeed, and continued 
that pace moft part of the way, which is , 
near twenty miles ; for the Samiel wind^. 
were beginning to rife before we could 
reach Mosul, and they would have gained 
llrength fo faft, that I have no doubt if 
we had been an hour later, ejcpofed Jis we 
were, the whole party, men and horfes, 
would have been laid dead on the ground. 
We reached Mosul at a quarter before 
eleven o'clock, after crofsing the Tigris 
over a bridge of boats. From my long 
expofure to the fun, the (kin had conie 
off both my hands and face. Immediately 
5 oix 
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oh my arrival I went to bathe in the hum- 
mums, which I found very refreftiing, 

MosuL) which is faid by fome of the 
inhabitants to be the ancient ^neveh, is 
pleafantly fituated on a declivity upon the 
right banks of the Tigris, What it may 
formerly have been I cannot fay, but it i3 
now a very large town, and contains many 
handfome buildings, exclufive of the hum* 
mums, mofijues, and minarets, which are 
all built of hewn ftone. 

Here is not fo much referve of manners 
as in the cities to the eaftward, women of 
all defcriptions being nearly as much ex- 
pofed as in Burope. The tov(^n is very 
populous, and comprifes men of various 
religions; but the great bulk of the inha- 
bitants are Curds, or, as the Arabs call 
them, Kurks. 

I took a guide and went over mofi: part 

of the town. The Bazar is large and well 

fupplied; and moft of the articles, except 

^K 2 clothing, 
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clothing, are very moderate. The people 
appeared much more induftrious than any 
I had feen before fince I left India. Va* 
rious tnanufa6tories are carried on, and in 
fome they excel the Europeans. Their 
faddles and trappings for horfes, in parti- 
cular, are very elegant. They alfo make 
carpets of filk, with flowers worked in 
them, which feem to vie with the beft of 
our manufacflures. They are alfo very 
dexterous in making edgings and trim- 
mings of various kinds, both for men and 
women. Their manufadtories in copper 
and iron too are very numerous; and a 
great variety of articles made of thofe 
metals are fent down the Tigris as low as 
BussoRA, exclufive of the immenfe quan- 
tity of metal fent down unmanufactured ; 
for they get the ore in aburidance from the 
mountains to the northward. 

The town of Mosul is furrounded by a 
flrong lofty wall built with hewn ftone. 
The fpace within the wall is not entirely 
occupied by houfes, many places being 

covered 
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covered with ruins, which proves that it 
has once been much more populous than 
at prefent. 

Dire6lly oppofite the Conac where I 
flopped was the Court of Juftice. The 
trials here are very fhort; for in lefs than 
five minutes after the prifoner is taken be- 
fore the court, if he be found guilty, he 
is conveyed to receive his punifhment. 
The Court of Juftice is opened at fun-rife; 
but it does not continue above two hours, 
for, as the reader will perceive, they have 
a method of difpatching bufinefs very 
quickly. 

I met here a Venetian Padre named 
MoNEUR, with whom I converfed in Latin, 
which he fpoke very fluently. He had re- 
cently received letters from Constanti- 
nople, giving an account of the French 
having invaded his country, at which 
he feemed much' concerned. He was a 
very intelligent pleafant man, and much 
more learned than many of the fraternity. 
He had his mifsion from the Pope, had 
K 3 been 
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been at Mosul two years and eight 
months, and intended going to India 
very foon. There was not a perfon in the 
whole town that underftood either French 
or Englifli* 

I here found that I could not proceed 
by the ufual route, on account of the 
then turbulent ftate of the country. The 
inhabitants of Jesseera were in open re- 
bellion againft the Turkifli government,' 
had killed the Bafhaw, and committed 
many other exceffes. I was alfo told, that 
it was very dangerous to go even a few 
miles from Mosul without a ftrong guards 
In confequence of this information, my 
Tatar waited on the Baihaw with the 
firmaun, wl^o immediately ordered a 
guard of ian officer and fixteen horfemen* 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we 
were informed that our guards ^ and fer- 
yants were ready, We mounted, and 

found 
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found them waiting for us at the weftern 
gate. 

I had now the mortification to find my 
Tatar again breaking his promife by taking 
the merchandize further, 1 hougii I had 
not hitherto been much detained by it, I 
thought that it might be a temptation to 
the numerous hordes of banditti that infeft 
this country; but as I had no alternative, 
I was forced to fubmit to this gnofs iinpo- 
fition. The horfes belonging to the whole 
party were exceedingly good, and this 
was perfe6lly neccilary, as we had to travel 
upwards of a hundred and fifty miles be- 
fore we could obtain frelh ones. The of- 
ficer's horfe was a beautiful white Arabian, 
exceedingly fwift. 

Soon after we had left the town, many 
of the horfemen, to give their bealts a 
breathing, exercifed with their fpears, 
which to me was one of the fineft lights I 
had ever beheld. The officer wore a Icarlet 
gown and cameline; his cap whs near two 
feet high, and ihaped like the crown of a 
K 4 hat; 



13(5 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

hat; his beard was long and black; and 
he was about thirty years of age. The 
foldiers were drefled in white, with fcarlet 
caps and turbans, and only wore muf- 
laches. 

The unfettled ftate of the country com- 
pelled us to travel up the right banks of 
the Tigris. We rode moderately at about 
four miles an hour, and at feven o'clock 
arrived at a fmall village on the banks of 
the river, where we refrefhed. The coun-. 
try through which we had pafled fron^ 
Mosul to this village is very well culti- 
vated, producing great quantities of corn; 
and nearly the whole of the way we (aw 
ruins on both fides of the river, fpme at a 
confiderable diftance, and others clofe on 
the banks. This village is fituated on the 
top of an almofl: perpendicular cliff, about 
a hundred and fifty yards above the river. 

We fet out again at eight o'clock, our 
guard how amounting to twenty horfemen. 
The road foon became very hilly and 
jrijgged;^ but after we had got through 

feme 
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fome very fteep and narrow pafles, where 
only one horfe could go at a time, we 
again came to the banks of the Tigris. 
The night was dark, and the road fo very 
bad, that it was with much difficulty we 
could make any progrefe. We now turned 
to the fouthward, leaving the Tigris on 
our right, and joined a large caravan going 
to DiARBEKiR. It confifted of about two 
thoufand camels, three thoufand aflfes and 
mules, and one thoufand horfes; the whole 
being conduced by an Arab Sheik, with 
a confiderable number of guards* , 



THURSDAY, JULY 27. 

Soon after we had come up with the 
caravan, which was about one o'clock in 
the morning, feveral Tatars going to Di- 
ARBEKiR joined our party; for, though 
equipped to travel much fafter than a ca- 
ravan, they were afraid to \)ufh forward. 
There are no fixed refidences in this coun- 
try, and it is at prefent much infefted by 
wandering hordes of banditti. When the 

Tatars 
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Tatars had joined our party it amounted 
to forty horfe. . We now rode fafter than 
the caravan, which formed -a continued, 
line of full fix miles, and came up with 
the head of it at five o'clock. We then 
flopped by the fide of a fmall rivulet on 
an extenfive plain. Here alfo the caravan 
flopped, unloading their beafls of burden, 
and pitching their tents as they came up. 

My Tatar not, having provided proper 
accommodations, I was obliged to lie 
down on the bare earth with all mv clothes 
on. I flept, however, till feven o'clock, 
when the fun became very hot, I then 
went into the Arab Sheik's tent, and 
breakfafled with him. 

Near this rivulet is a lofty mound of 
earth, which commands an extenfive prof- 
pe6t over the plain. On the top of this 
mound the Sheik kept a watch the whole 
day, to prevent a furprizc. Of thofe lofty 
mounds of earth there are many in this 
country, and they are no doubt artificial, 
as they always fland fingly on extenfive 

plains. 
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plains. They.muft, however, have coft 
much labour, fome of them behig ex- 
tremely large. 

I here caught fome locufts of an extra- 
ordinary (ize, and very thick in proportion 
to their length. They have no wings, 
move flovvly, and are eafily taken. 1 foon 
found it neceflary to be careful that they 
did not bite me, for I am perfuaded that 
they could eafily have bitten my finger to 
the bone. I tried one with a twig about 
as thick as a quill, which it bit through in- 
llantly. I then diffedl^d one, and on ex- 
amining one of its grinders found it nearly 
as large as a human tooth, and fo hard, 
that I was not able to make any imprefsioa 
on it with my penknife. The grinders 
were nearly the colour of mahogany. 

Finding that we were not molefted by 
flies or other infe6ls, and afcribing this 
circumftance to the excefsiive heat of thq 
fun at this feafon, I made an experiment 
on one of thcfe large locufts, by expofing 
it to the fun, wliich a6tually killed it in 
' • lefs 
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lefs than an hour. I alfo found that flies, 
when expofed in the middle of the day, 
fell down almoft inftantly ; and that all 
kinds of infedls muil either get into fome 
ihade, or inevitably perifh. 

The Sheik was under fpme apprehenfions 
that he fhould be attacked, and took, of 
courfe, every neceflfary precaution. He 
kept about fifty horfemen ready to mount 
in a moment, and fent others eight or ten 
miles round as a patrole. It was near this 
place that the Tatar whom I have men- 
tioned before * was murdered, and this 
circumftance was ftill frefli in the minds 
of the people. It muft, however, have 
required a very confiderable force to have 
cut off this caravan, there being nearly as 
many men as beafls of burden, and every 
one armed with fome fort of weapon. 
,Thc greateft part had long fpears, and 
though thefe might not appear very for- 
midable againft regular European troops, 
they are perfeftly well adapted to the 

* Page 35. 

prefent 
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prefent mode of fighting in this country. 
Some of the people had bows and arrows, 
and, indeed, one of the Tatars was armed 
with them. This man was very dexterous 
in ftiooting; when on horfeback, he car- 
ried his bow and quiver flung over his 
Ihoulder, and appeared capable of doing 
more execution than the fpear-mcn. 

The ground whereon we were en- 
camped was covered with long dried grafs 
and tobacco leaves, both quite brown 
and withered ; for no green thing appears 
here, except in the immediate vicinity of 
water. 

Some of the people belonging to tlie 
caravan fet the grafs on fire to leeward of 
the encampment, which fpread very ra- 
pidly, and quickly confumed its fuel. 

At half paft five o'clock we fet out with 
this immenfe caravan, which required two 
hours to be put in motion ; and our Mosul 
guard now returned. 



FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, JULY 28* 

We continued in company with th^ 
caravan till three o'clock, this mornings 
travelling at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The foremoft perfons of the 
caravan then began to pitch their tents by 
the fide of a rivulet. 

Being joined by the Diarbekir Tatars' 
•and five Arabs, vt^hich made our party 
amount to twenty horfe, we now left the 
caravan, and pufhed forward, at the rate 
of fix miles an hour, over an open defert 
country, in which not a habitation nor 
any fpecies of cultivation were to be feen- 

At fun-rife we came to fome rivulets^ 
whofe banks were covered with grafs and 
ruihes, growing very thick and long* 
Among thefe were feveral wild hogs, 
which rulhed out to the neighbouring 
plain as we approached. I faw one 
drove of about twenty running towards a 

rivulet. 
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rivulet, as if they intended to crofs us ; and 
•all tfie noife the whole party could make 
was not fufficient to turn them. Being 
exceedingly well mounted, I purfued them 
at full fpeed, having with me two Arabs 
armed with their long fpears. We overtook 
them at the rivulet, when the whole herd 
rufhed through, and ran acrofs the plain, 
except one, which attempted to hide him- 
felf among the rufhes. The Arabs with 
their fpears foon found him out. He at- 
tempted to run acrofs the plain after the 
others, but we purfued clofely, and turned 
him. I foon found that the Arabs were 
more dextrous than myfelf, for they had 
fpeared him before I was able to get a cut 
at him with my fabre. After he had been 
wounded two or three times, he became 
exceedingly furious, and ran at our horfes, 
while we endeavoured to keep him off with 
our weapons. The Arabs had the advan- 
tage with their long fpears, as I could not 
cut him with my fabre till I was very near 
him. Through my inattention and want 
of experience, he at one time actually 
touched my horfe with his tufks, and I 

was 
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was very near being difmounted. Such 
an accident might have proved fatal, as 
the hog would, foon have deftroyed me 
while on the grounds He alfo touched 
one of the Arabs horfes, but did not greatly 
.injure either, the horfes being very quick 
in their motions. He foamed at the 
mouth, and fnatched at the fpears, or any 
thing that came nehr him. While he had 
llrength we were all afraid to clofe upcm 
him, and only weunded him as he run at 
us. He foon, however, became weak 
through lofs of blood, and we then clofed "^ 

upon him, fpearing and cutting till at laft 
he fell. I did not obfervc/ that he made 
the leaft noife either during the chace or 
while we were killing him. He was rather 
under the middling fize, and his colour j 

was a deep red. * \ 

The reft of the party did not interfere, 
but remained quiet fpe6lators, and were ^ 

highly entertained. To me it was one of 
the greateft treats that could pofsibly have 
happened, as I had never witnefled any . 

thing of the kind before. I had frequently ^ 

feen 
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feen wild hogs, and had wifhed much to 
attack them, but was afraid to do it alone, 
and am now fully convinced how impru-.. 
dent it would have been. They defend 
themfelves much longer than I could have 
Iniagined, and when irritated no animal 
fcan be more furious. We left the hog 
dead upon the ground, and foon after* 
wards faw a very large brown wolf. 

We again continued our route at the 
rate of fix miles an hour, till half paft 
eight o'clock, when we arrived at one of 
thofe artificial hills fituated on an extenfive 
plain by a pleafant rivulet of clear water. 
There is no fixed refidence to be feen near 
this place, and the tents are only tempos 
rary, to accommodate travellers who are 
pbliged to pafs through this unfrequented 
route on account of the prefent difturbed 
Hate of the country. 

We flept in a tent pitched by the fide 

of the rivulet, and I was fortunate ifj 

getting a little bread and milk. I bached 

in the rivulet, and found it very refre/hing. 

L lalfo 
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I alfo felt much eafe and comfort from^ 
having my head fhaved, and always wafhed 
my head in cold water whenever I had an 
opportunity,. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon we again 
mounted our horfes; and after travelling 
ten miles nearly due Weft, over an open 
country which appears to have been once 
inhabited and cultivated, though now en- 
tirely forfaken, we came to fome fine 
ftreams of water, on the banks K)f one of 
which are the ruins of a city, which ap- 
pear to have been once very extenfive, 
and nearly in the ftiape of a half moon« 
Here were many hewn ftones of very large 
dimenfions ; and, among the ruins I faw a 
ftone coffin, with the lower part entire, 
but could not difcover any infcription 
either on * the ftones or- on the coffin » 
About this unfrequented place no living 
creatures are to be feen, except wild hogs, 
a few wolves, and ibme eagles, the latter 
very tame. The ftreams, howeter, 
abounded with fiih. . 

We 



I 



We cairtiriued our route nekrly due 
Weft till nitie o'clock,' whehy having 
croffed a ri?iillet> we. turned to the' north- 
ward • One o( our party about this time 
loft his way, but oh his firing a piftol,' we' 
were enabled to find hiip. The night being 
very dark, and there being no road or 
path to follow, it wks fometimes with the 
utmoft difficulty that we eould proceed. ^ 

At midnight we reached a fmall place 
called Thies, which contained merely a 
few hotifes built on one of thofe artificial 
hills of which I have before made men- 
tion. ^Ve refted here half an hour; for I 
was now almoft exhaufted with hunger 
and fatigue. 



SATURDAY, JULY 29. 

We fet out again from Thies at half 
paft twelve o'clock, without havitig been 
able to procure any refrefhment. Soon 
after our quitting the place we loft our 
way, it being extremely dark, and got 
L 2 into 



• ^ 
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into feme fwampy ground, from which it 
was near an hour before wc could extricate 
ourfel ves. We then croffed feveral dreams 
that flow from a chain of mountains to 
the northward, and rode brifkly till three 
o^clock, when we arrived at Nissibin. 

I congratulated myfelf on again enter- 
ing an inhabited country, with marks of 
cultivation, which I had not feen (ince I 
quitted the neighbourhood of Mosul* 

Our Arab guides now left us ; but wc 
were ftill fifteen in number, and for a 
party fo large we were not able to pro- 
cure a fufBcient number of horfesbefpre 
feven o'clock. 

Nissibin is at prefent a fmall and mi- 
^ferable place; but the many circumjacent 
ruins imply that it has once been of more 
confequence. 

We had now got into the common road ; 
but moft of the party being badly mounted^ 
we were obliged to travel flowly. The 

fun 
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fun becoming exceedingly hot, I wiChed 
much to get to Mardin as foon as pof* 
fible. 

About fix miles weftward from Nissibin 
are fome magnificent ruins of an ancient 
palace, which appears to have been very 
lofty, fome parts of the building being 
ftili of a great height. I had the ciirioidty 
to ride into the inner fquare, where I 
found fome Curds drawing water from a 
well in the centre about forty yards deep.. 
The water was very cold and exceedingly 
clear. The walls of the building are of 
afloni(hing thicknefs; a flone (laircafe re- 
mains almofl entire; and fome parts of the 
walls, which have been undermined, are 
fo ftrongly cemented, that in their fall 
they ftill adhere together. 

We noW/ pafled through a finely culti- 
vated country, a chain of lofty mountains 
on our right ranging £a(l and Welt, having 
their fides covered with fir-trees. 

L 3 About 
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X AboiA tteeive miles wcftward of the firft 
rulijs is^airdtherheapi among which a veiy 
lofty arch remains entire. Near thefe 
ruins, and a little out of the road towards 
the mountains, were iomt young Curd 
women milking their goats. I took my 
Tatar with me,, and procured fome milk. 
The features of thefe women were^much 
JjandfiMier tlxan thofe of the Arabs, ^nd 
ihey are nearly as fair as the women in 
England. 

' Being now again cxpofed in the middle 
of the day, I fuffered jnuch from the ex* 
c^sive beat of the fun. The hdt winds 
too began to collect; but before they had 
acquired' ftrength enough to be dangerous, 
we pafled the village called Arin, aad 
afcended the fide of the mountain towards 
Mardin, when I happily found myfelf 
out of their reach, as they never prevail 
in elevated fituations; and I have fre- 
quently obferved, that whenever they 
fhape their courfe towards a mountain, 
they foon fubfide. Trom near the top of 
5 ^ thefe 
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thefe mountains, I h^d an opportunity of 
obferving, the progrefs of the hpt winds^ 
which was nearly limilar to what I had ob- 
served of them when on the b^nks of the 
Tioms, with this difference onjy, that 
this being a mountainous Situation, and 
the other quite level, they here loft their 
force by approaching the mountains, and 
in the other cafe by crofsing the river. 

Though there is much cultivation and 
fome fine pafture in the vale below, the 
people are obliged to drive their flocks 
towards the mountains, whenever and fo 
long as thofe winds prevaiL 

The afcent W9s by a bad road, and our 
progrefs fo very flow, that it was three 
o'clock in the afternoon before we arrived 
at Mardin,- and our borfes were com^ 
pletely tired, 

Mardin, fituated at the top of a very 

lofty and rugged mountain,, is a city of 

coniiderable fize, aj>d very populous. The 

greater part of the inhabitants are Arme- 

h 4 nians, 
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hiarts, who are very induffeious, and carry 
on feveral manufedlories. The city is fur- 
rounded by a ftrong and lofty wall built 
with hewn ftocfe; and on the fummit of 
the mountain is a ftrong fort, on which 
a few cannon are fnounted. 

The city is built on the fouth fide of the 
mountain, at a part where it is fextremely 
fteep. The houfes are much better built 
than any that I had feen fince I left In- 
dia. The ftreets run Eaft and Weft, and 
have fteps communicating from one to anr 
other. The bafes of the houfes in the 
upper ftreet are even with the tops of the 
houfes in the ftreet below. The city is 
very well fupplied with water, and of 
good quality. 

The inhabitants, who feem to be a hof- 
pitable well-difpofed people, enjoy a pure 
air, have as fair complexions as the people 
in England, and in general appear ruddy 
and healthy. IVJany of th^ women are 
very be^autiful, and expofe their perfons 
pearly as much as the ladies in EuiioPE. . 
2 Provifions, 
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Provifions, and-vegetables in particular, 
are plentiful, good, and cheap; they have 
alfo mod kinds of fruits, and of the fineft 
quality, the climate being exceedingly 
hot in the valleys, and temperate on the 
mountains, 

I found here a mifsionary from Rome, 
ivith whom I converfed in Latin. He was 
an intelligent pleafant man, and informed 
me of many occurrences in Europe, of 
which I had not before heard. The mif- 
fiDiiaries correfpohd with each other all 
over the Empire, and are fpeedily ac^ 
quainted with every material tranfadion 
both here and in Ei/rope^ 

Tlie Turks ar^ of a difpofition precifely 
the reverfe, and appear perfectly indif- 
ferent to every thing that does not imme- 
diately concern them* 

This city, by its fituation, may be faid 
ta be impregnable ; amj fome hiftorians 
affirm, that Tamerlane laid fiege to it 

for 
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for three years, without being able to re- 
duce it. 

Finding that it would be dangerous tra- 
velling to DiARBEKiR wiUiout prote^liou, 
my Tatar waited on the Bafhaw with the 
firmaun, who immediately gave orders for 
9 guard. 



SUJNDAY, JULY Sa. 

We left Mardin this morning at eight 
o*clock, accompanied by one of the Di* 
ARBEKiR Tatars and his attendants, and 
defcended the north fide of the mountain 
on which the city is built; of which, 
though very fteep and rocky, every little 
patch of ground capable of cultivation 
bore proofs of the induftry of the Arme* 
nians, in abundance of grapes, apples, 
pears, plumbs of various forts, cucumbers, 
melons, and almoft all kinds of European 
fruits and vegetables. 

After 
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After we had .crofled this lofty chain of 
mountains, we .reached an extenfive range 
of round hUls, the bottoms of which were 
cultivated wherever there was water. The 
Curd women here labour in the fields as 
well as the men, and refemble m^uch the 
peafantry of England. Among thefe 
hills we continued traveUing for near 
twenty miles, when they gradually dimi- 
niftied as we defcended, and cultivation 
re-appeared. Some people were fowing, 
and others reaping. They have cattle and 
horfes in abundance, very few Iheep, but 
a great number of goats, which feem bet- 
ter adapted to the fituation. The hills in 
general were thickly planted with trees^ 
and we did riot get clear of them till half 
paft two o'<:lock, when we arrived at the 
place where we were to receive our guard 

for DlARB£KIR« 

. We found here a gfeat number of fmall 
ftieds made of the branches of trees, having 
their door-ways toward the North. The 
people live in thefe in preference to houfes 
at this feafon of the year, and they were 

very 
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very full of inhabitants, who appeared to 
be all diligently employed. 

The women drefs differently from both 
the Arabs and Turks. They wear a cap 
like that of a Huflar, feven or eight 
inches deep, covered with a whitd clothV 
and bound with a fhawl or handkerchief 
round the forehead. Part of the white 
cloth protects the neck from the fun; but 
the face below the, forehead is entirely 
expofed. Over their under drefs, they 
wear a loofe gown with (hort wide fleeves, 
tied round the waift by a fafti. They 
wear no ftockings, but have yellow Turkiih 
flippers. 

They fpin with a rock and fpindle, and 
I have feen fome of them weaving. I be- 
lieve them to be zs happy people as exift 
in the world, and, indeed, content ap- 
pears in every countenance. 

We dined in one of thefe houfes, or 
rather Iheds, with fome Ttlrkifh officers, 
among whom was the commandant of 

a party 
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a party ftationed here^ to whom my 
Tatar prefented the Bafliaw's order for a 
guard. Though I have called it dining, 
the fa<ft is, that I could not eat their 
viftuals, every difli being rendered fo veiy 
fat and greafy. Fortunately, however, I 
prevailed on one of the women to go and 
milk a goat for me, and made a comfort- 
able meal of milk and bread. 

It was eight o'clock in the evening be- 
fore we fet out, being obliged to continue 
on our Mardin horfes. After we had 
paiied over this unif<).rm range of hills, we 
had ftill to travel through fome fteep pafles, 
among which, aboutl;en p'clock, it being 
then very dark, ^ laughable circumftance 
occurred. The commander of our guard, 
who appeared to be a man of courage, 
faw a bqaft moving at a little diftance. 
As we were far from any habitation, the 
whole party thought that it was a lion, 
and the fize and colour of the animal fa- 
voured the deception. The officer muf- 
tered his troops, mod df them being ex- 
ceedingly well mounted, and armed with 

long 
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long fpears, and rode toward the fuppofed 
lion in a body; nor was it till they were 
almoft near enough to fpear him, that 
they were undeceived, by difcovering that 
it was a hog. 

V 

On enquiry I found that among thefc 
hills lions are very numerous, and deftroy 
many of the flocks belonging to the in- 
duftrious inhabitants. 

At eleven o'clock we forded a river, on 
whofe banks were a great many tehts be- 
longing to numerous gangs of banditti 
who infeft this part of the country. As 
foon as we had paffed them, our guard, 
expelling that they would follow us, halted 
for a quarter of an hour, while we conti- 
nued our route. The robbers, having ob- 
ferved the troops, did not make any at- 
tempt, and our guards ioon overtook us. At 
twelve o'clock we forded the river Tigris. 

AtMARDiN, and to the fouthward df 
that exteniive range of lofty mountains,^ 
^he Arabic is the prevailing language. To 

the 
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f the northward, the Turkiih language is 

L more common.. 



: MONDAY, JULY SI* 

• • \ 

r ' ♦ ■ 

AFiliTEii we. had forded . the Tigris,, 
which was here very broad, we entered a 
fine level well-cultivated country; and 
travelling at the rate of four miles an 
hour, at half paft four o'clock we again 
lorded the Tigrh at Diarbeki^. We 
iad to wait till fun-rife, however, before 
the gates^ cowM be opene'H* 

DiARBEKln is a large populous^ City„ 
and the. capital of an extenfive province 
erf tlic fame name. It is pleafantly fitu- 
ated on an. eminence upon tlie wefter» 
banks of the Tigris, and furrounded by 
a ilrong l^fty wlall built with hewn ftone; 
Oh the hind>-iidtf it has once been pro- 
teafted. by three walls and two ditches, 
part of. which are ftill to be.feeji, Towar^ 
the river, which runs nearly half round the 
<:ity, nature has ftrongly fortified it by a 

folid 
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folid POck about twenty feet perpendipu^' 
lar. On the walls are feveral towers, in 
which a guard is conftantly kept. 

They have alfo fome caiinap here, 
chiefly brafs field pieces of a fmall calibre, 
and a few brafs mortars j but very few of 
either are ferviceable. 

The city* commands an extenfive and 
' delightful profpecft over a fertile country, 
and the winding ftreams of the Tigris 
add much to the beauty of the fcene. It- 
is well watered by means of a canal from 
the Tigris, which is cut feveral miles 
above, and in fome places through very 
rugged ground. A branch of this canal 
runs on the outfide of the walls, on the 
Weftern fide of the city, and foon after 
falls into the river. On this branch are 
feveral corn mills; and it; being very fteep 
where thofe mills are built, the water falls 
upon the wheel, and by this means a fmall 
body of water acquires great power. They 
are fomething like our over^ftiot mills in 
England. = '' " . , 

I took 
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1 took a guide and went through the 
greater part of the city. The houfes are 
built with hewn ftone, and the flreets all 
paved. Many of the public edifices are 
very elegant* The Armenian cathedral is 
a large and handfome ftru6lure, about 
the length of Weftminfler-hall, but not 
fo wide. The roof is fupported by two 
rows of pillars, and the whole of the floor 
is covered with carpets, for even the 
Turks on entering it pull off their fhoes. 
The Armenian mode of worihip is nearly 
limilar to that of the Roman Catholics ; 
they have their crucifixes and burning 
lamps. In the court before the cathedral 
is a very handfome fountain, which throws 
its water to a confiderable height. 

I vifited the manufactories alfo, of which 
there are great numbers. They manufac- 
ture copper, iron, wool, cotton, filk, and 
feveral other ftaples. Some of their wool is 
very fine, and the weavers are numerous. 
People of the fame trade ufually live to- 
gether; thus, one ftreet contains nothing 
but weavers; another ftreet, Ihoe-makers; 

M another. 
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another, fmiths, &c. Their leather is 
very good, and they work it exceedingly 
well. I had cafes made for my piftols, 
which were executed very neatly. Here 
are a great many dyers, and the waters of 
the Tigris are faid to be peculiarly adapted 
to the purpofes of that trade. 

In fome branches, thefe people are 
equal, if not fuperior, to many Euro- 
peans; but the weavers are very inferior 
to the Englifh ; and the cloth they make, 
whether of woollen, cotton, or filk, is 
always very narrow. They entertain a 
very high opinion of the Britifh manufac- 
tures, and the very name of an English- 
man is fuffkient to gain the greateft re- 
fpe6l. 

The fuperfine broad cloth worn by the 
principal people is of Engliih manufacture, 
as are alfo their watches, of which latter I 
faw a great many with Arabic chara6lers^ 
made by " Brookbank, of Cornhill, Lon- 
don,'* and fome by " Prior, in London.*V 

People 
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People of all defcriptions feem here to 
enjoy much liberty. The various fe<5ts of 
Chriilians have their chapels and churches, 
and each fdlows his own mode of worfhip 
without moleiiation. 

My Tatar informed me, that there was 
a Padre here who could fpeak Englifhj 
but, as he was lame, if I wilhed to fee 
him 1 muil go to his houfe. I had fome 
doubt£( at firft whether the Tatar was in 
jeft or eameft, as he often fpoke ironically y 
I therefore made him go with me. I 
found the Padre to be a Capuchin Friar, 
with his brown-hooded cloak on. He was 
exceedingly ignorant, did not know a word 
of Engliih, and underflood but little 
Latin. He was very corpulent, had got 
the gout, and appeared as if he had been 
long accuftomed to drink fomething 
ftronger than water. He was a father 
coiifeffor, and had a round fcreen of blacjc 
gauze that he could let down by a line 
from the ceiling, and which inclofed the 
fair penitents when they came to receive 
abfolution; but finding him fo extremely 
M 2 ignorant. 
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ignorant, and fuch a difgufting figure, 
I made a yery ftiort flay. 

. I conceived this to be a mere device of 
my Tatar, to ihew what a mean opinion 
he entertained of the religion of the 
Franks, or, as they are commonly called, 
Fringuis (the Arabs and Turks calling 
Europe Fringuiftan). He certainly 
thought that I had been of the fame per- 
fualion, but finding me as little fatisfied 
with my vifit as himfelf, and being in- 
formed by me that the Englifti had no 
more crucifixes and images in their 
mofques than the Turks, he was inclined 
to entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the Englifli ; and I do not remember his 
ever calling me Fringui afterwards. 

I do not, indeed, wonder that the 
Turks fhould entertain fuch a prejudice 
againft the Chriftian religion;, for all the 
Chriftian countries bordering upon the 
Tarkifh empire (and even the Greeks and 
Armenians among tlfe Turks) have their 
crucifixes and images, which reprefent a 

kind 
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kind of idol worlhip, to which all MulTul- 
mcn have a particular averfion; and that 
alone is fufficient to prevent them from 
making any inquiries into thfe real merits 
of Chriftianity. -^ 

I went a little above-the city to bathg 
in the Tigris, the hummums being tdcr 
relaxing. I had bathed in the hummums 
both at BAgdaj) and Mosi/l, which an- 
fwers very well' for cleanfing the ikin, but * 
I found much more benefit from bathing 
in cold water. I took with me a guide, 
and a fervant carrying fruit and refrefti- 
ments. 

c 

The city has two gates to the weftward, 
which are the only ones ever opened. 
There is one to the eaft ward, but it is al- 
ways kept fliut, and we were in confe- 
quenc6 obliged to go round greater part of 
the city, which covers about a fquare mile, 
all the walls, except to the fouthward, 
being quite ftraight, and about a mile 
long. Above the walls, on the caft fide 
of the city, is a path cut through the 
M 3 folid 
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foUd rock, ?in4 another leading acrofs the 
hill towards the river. On the fide of this 
path we ma»y holes cut out of the rock, 
large enough to hold hi^Jf a dozen people^ 
and into many of thefe the water, fatls 
from the rock perpendicularly. The lofty 
tr^^es near the rock fpr«iing an agreeable 
ihade, and making it a. pleafant cool ,re-^ 
treat, wp faw, a$ we pafled along thi^ 
path, many Armenian women and children 
loathing. I wa$ a little {iirprifed to fee 
them as fair as any in E^Qif^ND; biit 
they walk much better than the woniea in 
. Eueof;p, their loofe drefs allowing ^i? 
a6lion to the body, and they have befid^ 
a, peculiar grace in every motion, to which 
iEuropeans are entire ftrangers. 

Though JDjARBSKiRip a populous city, 
proirifiong plentiful, gopd> , apd xb^ap^ 
every inhabitant enjoying ftiU liberty, ^nd 
that it is in many other refpeds a defir- 
able place to Jive in, yet there i$ one 
thing which is both difagref able and dan- 
gerous, and, refle^5 great di%race on ite 
government: the circwmjac^nt country, to 

a con- 
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a conliderable extent, is fo much infeded 
with banditti, that no one can travel to or 
from the city without a (Irong military 
guard* 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 

My Tatar having procured from the 
Bafhaw an order for a guard, we fet out 
at half paft four o'clock in the afternoon^ 
without any other than our own fervants* 
A Tatar wilhed to accompany us, but I 
was abfolute in refufing him, having be- 
fore been detained for want of horfes when 
our party was numerous. 

We rode about five miles over a very 
rich country, the whole of which was well 
cultivated, At half paft five we arrived 
at the barracks where we were to receive 
our guard. As they were not ready, it 
was half paft feven before we fet forward. 
The guard codfifted of an officer and 
fifteen men, all well mounted and armed, 
M 4 fome 
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fame with fpears, and others with fire arms. 
For a few miles we had a tolerably good 
road', and a fine open country, with a 
good deal of cultivation ; but at ten o'clock 
we entered a wild defert country, the 
ground of which for many miles was co- 
vered with large ftories, which made it 
very difagreeable travelling. At eleven 
we crofled the bed of a river, now dry, 
in which a large gang of banditti ha^id 
pitched their tents. Our guard continued 
with us till midnight; but by that time 
we had got into a very good road, the 
guard, therefore, left us ai\d returned. 
We now galloped for two hours as faft as ^ 
the horfes could be jnade to go, 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 

TuRNiNQ to the right, and pafsing over 
fome rocky ground and a few hills, we 
afcended ^he mountain on which Ar- 
GEENAH is built, and arrived at the Conac 
at five p'clock ill the mprijing. 

Arqeenar 
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Argeenah is a large and populous 
town built in a moft extraordinary fitua- 
tion. The mountain on which it is found- 
ed, is much lleeper than that of Mardin, 
and cannot be afcended in front. There 
is, therefore, a road up each fide of the 
mountain; and acrofs the front of it are 
little narrow tracks, fo very fteep that a 
falfe ftep would be inevitable deftru6tion 
both to horfe and riden What could in- 
duce the building of a town in fuch a 
fituation it is difficult to conje(3:ure. There 
is an extenfive plain below, with plenty of 
water; yet this is left wholly without cul- 
tivation, except a little below the Ar- 
geenah mountain. 

The mountain appears at a cjiftance like 
a barren rock, incapable of producing any 
vegetation; and, indeed, there is no fpon- 
taneous- product; but the induftry of the 
inhabitants amply repairs the deficiency^ 
In many places they have gardens, pro- 
ducing varioujs kinds of fruits and vegeta- 
bles, and in others they even carry mould 

to 
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to make little artificial gardens. They 
have plenty of good water, and the moun- 
tain abounds in iron ore, in the extraAing 
of which a great many people are em- 
ployed. 

We only rcfted at Argsenah two 
hours, fetting out again at feven o'clock 
on frefti horfes. 

Soon after our departure we found our- 
felves entered on a complex chain of 
mountains, fo replete with dangerous narr 
row pafles that we were above iix hours 
before we got over them. 

A confiderable branch of the Tigris 
runs at the foot of thefe mountainsi making 
a winding courfe among them. Over this 
there has formerly been a very fine bridge 
of three arches, but only one now remains 
entire* This bridge appears, by the rem- 
nant of it, to have been the handfomeii 
piece of architecfture that I had feen iince 
I entered the Turkilh dominions. 

5 We 
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We croffed a mountain above Med an, 
which is commonly called Argeenah 
Medadt, leaving the town on our. right. 
It is a coiifiderablc fmelting-place, and 
Jiad between twenty .and thirty' fmelting- 
houfes at work* They, collect from the 
furrounding mountains iron, copper, and 
fUver ore, and fome gold. Thefe they 
do not dig out of mines, as is the cafe 
in moft couutries, but coUe6l it from the 
furfac?;. 

We pafled feveral men and boys em- 
pl9ye4 i» breaking pieces oflF the rocks; 
but= the ncuountains are fo fteep, that they 
are obliged to carry the ore pn the backs 
of afles and mules. There is fcarcely any 
vegetation. The poor labouring people are 
xery numerous, and go alnioft xiaked. ' 

The officer who fup^rintends the fmelt- 
ing houfes i^ ufually efteemed the moft 
confidential fervant in the Turkish govern- 
ment, and is perfe<5Hy independent of the 
Baihawof DiARBEiciR, though Medan k 
within his Pachalic* 

We 
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We now pafled ma;iy dreadful preci-r 
pices, the paths being frequently not more 
than a foot broad, and faw feveral ikele- 
tons of hdrfes that had fallen down thofe 
dangerous places. Having at length tra- 
velled beyond thefe mountains, we came 
into a very pleafant valley, through which 
the Tigris runs. Here were great num- 
bers of frefli water turtle, fome of them 
rather large. I fhould imagine that they 
would be good eating, but on enquiry I 
found that the natives never killed them. 

This is the moll weftern branch of the 
Tigris, which rifes among fome hills 
at the head of this valley, and here feveral 
ftreams uniting form a tolerably large river. 

Having crofled the valley, we turned to 
the right over fome rugged hills, and came 
to the fide of a confiderable falt-water 
lake, fifteen miles long and about four 
broad. Though feveral fmall rivulets run 
'into this lake, none run out of it. Towards 
the weft end of it is a fmall ifland called 
Gi/RGEiK, from which the lake takes its 

name. 
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name. The ifland is entirely covered with 
houfes; and here are great numbers of- 
boats, the inhabitants receiving water and 
every neceflary from the fliore. ^ . 

We pafled the weft end of the lake at 
fun-fet; but fome of our horfes were fo 
much wearied, that it was with difficulty 
we could proceed ; two of them, indeed, 
laid down, and we were obliged to leave 
them* 

Soon after quitting the lake we got 
again among fome lofty mountains, and at 
half paft twelve o'clock at night arrived at 
a large town called Germilly. Of the 
laft thirty-two hours I was twenty-eight 
on horfeback, and out of the laft forty- 
two hours had only had one of fleep* 
My Tatar had in this refpe6t greatly the 
advantage; for I have often feen him fleep 
on horfeback when the road was good and 
we were travelling at a flow pace. 

On our arrival at the Conac, we received 
every attention that our fituation required; 

but 
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but as our beds were on the top of thti 
Conac in the open air, we could not fledp 
after fun-rife. 



THURSDAY, AUGUST S. 

Not having been able to procure frefh 
horfes here, we fet out again at eleven 
o*clock on thofe which we brought from 
Argeenah. After riding about eight 
miles over a very beautiful and well culti- 
vated country, we reached another confi-- 
derable town called Kessireek at one 
o'clock^ 

Here too we were unfuccefsful in get- 
ting horfes, and we found a Bagdad Ta- 
^ar, nanied Mala Bekir, waiting for the 
fame accommodation. He was returning 
from Constantinople to Bagdad, with 
fix loads, being twelve bales of broadcloth, 
under his charge. For his merchandize 
and attendants he required fifteen horfes. 
I found, on enquiry, that the ufual al* 
lowance for a horfe-load of merchandize 

from 
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from Constantinople to Bagdad is five 
hundred piailres. 

We remained here all day under fome 
trees by the fide of a pleafant ftream, and 
at night flept upon the ground in the open 
air. 

I had brought fome Hollands gin with 
me from Bagdad j but not being much 
accuftomed to drink fpirits, I gave the 
whole of it to Mala Bekir, who foon 
got drunk with it, together with a few 
more Tatars to whom he had given fome. 
The Turks who drink fpirits are certainly 
very beaftly in their manner of ufing 
them; for be the liquor ever fo ftrong, 
they win not touch it unlefs they have^ 
above half a pint for a draught. 

The Armenians in this country make a 
fptrit from the grape which ' they call 
Rackee, and this they fell privately to the 
Turks. ' A young man, named Musta- 
pha, whom my Tatar brought from Mo- 
sul, 3nd intended to take to Constan- 
tinople, 
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TiNOPLE,* procured fome Rackee,' with 
which be got drunfc, and behaved very ill/ 
MustapHa was in the charadler of an 
upper fervant* His bufinefs was to look 
after the guides, and to drive the horfes as 
an afsiftant to my Tatar, an office for 
which he was intended in due time. He 
was the fon of the Mafter of the Conac 
at Mosul, and was taken into our fervice 
by ray pcrmifsion, on which account I 
Iiad received many civilities from his fa- 
ther, who was particularly attentive to 
ihew me every thing worth feeing in Mo- 
sul. 

This mifconduct of Mustapha induced 
my Tatar to beat him the following morn- 
ing. Soon after he had been corre6led, 
however, having a pair of piftols of his 
own, he attempted to fhoot the Tatar, 
but was prevented by fome of Mala 
Bekir's attendants. The piftols were now 
taken from him and broken to pieces; he 
was beaten again, and feeraed to be very 
penitent and fubmifsive. This affair had 
paflcd over fome time; but one day, hav- 
2 ing 
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ing a large creefe hidden' under his clpak^ 
he got near my Tatar, arid when he 
thought he had a favourable opportunity 
attempted to cut his head, off, which he 
certainly would have done had he not 
been prevented by another Tatar who was 
prefent, and feized his arm as he was 
making the ftroke* The two Tatars now 
feized him, took the creefe from him, and 
thrafhed him moft foundly. They did not, 
however, wilh to take his life, though he 
well deferved it; thus difcovering much 
more forbearance than ever I expelled to 
have witnefled among the Turks. Mus- 
TAPHA at laft extricated himfelf and at- 
tempted to run away ; but when he had 
got a few yards my Tatar threw the creefe 
at him, which turning round as it flevr^ 
the point of it.fti^ck in the lower part of 
Mustapha's back* He did not die while 
we were here ; but there was not the leaft 
probability of his furviving it, there 
being no medical afsiftance to be had* 
The creefe is a weapon wJiich the Turks 
wear in their cumberband, and the blade 
^f which is ufually from two and a half to, 
N thre« 
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thre^i feet long^ Thpy are chiefly worn 
by the poorer clafs ;, for thofe who can af- 
ford to purchafe mor^ eoftly articles wear 
a dagger and a brace of piftols. The 
handle of the dagger is either ivory ob 
filver, and the piftol-ftocks are moftly co- 
vered with filver. 



FRIDAT, AITGUST 4f. 

We were ftill detained for want of 
horfes, there being none here at prefent 
in a condition to proceed. 

Mala I^ekir fet out at noon with 
mules ta carry his merchandize. We re- 
mained, and received a promife of having 
as many horfes^ as we chofe in the evening.^ 

Several people belonging %to the town 
now brought their fpinning machines, and 
began fpinning under the ftiade of the trees 
that were hear us. Obfcrving that they 
made confiderable progrefs with a very 
fimple machine, I employed my leifure 
in taking a sketch of it. 

Defcription 
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Defcription of a Spinning Machine^ ufed at 
' Kessereek and Germilly, in Arme- 
nia, by which one man /pins two threads^ 
twi^S' the two threads he has /pun before^ 
and turns the wheel at the fame ti^ne. 

tf The fpinner. 

b The wheel. 

€ The three fpindles. . 

d The two threads fpinning. 

i The ftrong line with which he turns the wheel fixed 

to his cuttiberband, and running in a block 

fattened to a poft behind him. 
/ JBis former threads with a plummet thrown over a 

forked ftick behind him. 
g Two forked fticks over which he throws his threads 

while fpinning. 
h Another forked ftick for his former threads. 
i The clue on which he winds his work when finifhed^ 

filftened by a hook to his belt or cumberband. 

N. B. The threads may be as long as the fpinner 
choofcs, if the ground be fuitable. The line which 
turns the wheel muft be twice the length of the ground, 
fie joins his two threads at the end and hooks thent 
to the plummef, then joins his former work, and 
winds it on his clue as he returns to the wheel j then 
puts the two threads on to the third fpindle^and begins 
i^gaia. • "^ . * 

N 2 ATurk 
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A Turk of fome confequence in the 
town invited me and my Tatar to fup with 
him, and treated us very handfomely. 
We had pillaw^ curry, and feveral other 
good dilhes, and our hoft behaved in the 
xnoft friendly manner. While we were at 
fupper, word was brought that our horfes 
were ready* 

At half pad eight o'clock, we fet aut 
from Kessereek, and for the firil four 
hours rode through a very populous and 
well cultivated country, at the rate of 
about five miles an hour* 

I had often had occafion to find fault 
with my horfes, the Tatar generally tak- 
ing the beft to himfelf. For this time, 
however, a very beautiful and high-fpirited 
white Arabian had fallen to my Ihare. 
This I afcribjed to the very good humour I 
had put my Tatar in by praifing him for 
his condu<St in the late fkirmifli with Mus-* 
TAPHA; for I always bbferved, that he 
was excefsively fond of flattery; and to 
tell him that he was a man of courage^ 

wasi 
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/was enough to fweeten him for fomcr 
hours. Befide which^ I found it very ne- 
ceflary to take his part; for, had any thing 
happened to him, I ihould have been in a 
very aukward fituation, though I had now 
acquired a little of the language. 

I often found that the vifit paid us by 
the Mookadar of Bagdad had been of 
great fervice ; for it led my Tatar to confi- 
der us ali of fbme confequence^ and I 
joften heard him mention it with a de^l of 
jfeljf-coniplacency^ 



SATUkDAY^ AVGUST 5. 

About* one o'clock this morning we 
entered a very mountainous country; and 
as our way lay through many narrow and 
dangerous pafles, I was under great appre- 
hen (ions from my horfe having too much 
fpirit, as a falfe ftep Would have been in- 
evitable deftru6lion to us both; yet, I 
thought it not advifeable to check him, 
and very fortunately he brought me 
N 3 througlj^ 
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through all our perils without any acci- 
dent. 

- At five o'cloiib^ we arrived at a large 
fmelting-town, called Gab an Med an. 
It is extremely populous, and great num- 
bers of its inhabitants are employed in 
colledting ore from the neighbouring 
mountains, as at Argeenah Medan. 
Here is alfo a veiy handfome mofque, and 
a lofty minaret, both built with hewn 
ftone. 

» 
The town is feated near the bottom of 
a deep mountain, a river running^ below 
it in a very deep channel, which foon 
after joins the Euphrates. We had tra- 
velled about ten miles by the fide of 
tliis river, pafsing many deep precipices, 
ind our path frequently fo very narrow, 
that it was with great difficulty our horfes 
could make good their footing. * 

We left Gab AN Med an at ten o'clock, 
and foon airived at the banks of the Ey- 
PH^AI!F£s> being only about a mile from 

I the 
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the town. The river here ran in a ver3r 
deep channel, and our way was down 
a narrow path cut through the folid 
rock. We then crofled in a ferry-boat, 
capacious enough to carry fifteen or twenty 
horfes. The river is at this place^ much 
larger than might be expedled at fo great 
a diftance from its mouth. I drank the 
water, and found it had a pecciliar tafte^ 
wholly unlike that of any other water 
that I had ever tailed. 

. After crofsing the Euphrates, we en* 
tered a ftrait path between two lofty 
mountains, by which we continued af-p 
cending for near two hours, keeping to 
the left as much as we could. On the top, 
to my great furprize^ I fouqd the ground 
highly cultivated^ Proceeding a little 
farther,^ we reached the fummits pf fome 
higher mountains, on which were no ifigns 
of culture. From thefe, however, I had 
a moft extenfive profpe6l. To the north* 
ward was a chain of exceedingly lofty 
mountains, ranging N. W. and S. E. Jiav- 
ing tlieir tops covered with fnaw. From 
N 4 this 
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this elevation, favoured too by an atmof-t 
phere perfe6lly clear, I could trace the 
Euphrates as far as its fource. Running 
along the bafes of thofe lofty mountains, 
it receives many very large dreams that 
flow from them ; and this it is that gives it 
the appearance of extraordinary amplir 
tude near its fource. 

The Tigris, running nearly parallel, 
receives all thofe large rivers that flow 
from the CuRDiSTAN mountains. On our 
left, to the fouthward, were many Ru^ 
pendous mountains which fupply the other 
branch of the Euphrates ; for in this 
way it receives almoft the whole of its 
contents, no large rivers joining it till it 
jneets the Tigris, 

We continued our route almoft due 
Weft over a very hilly country, with little 
cultivation, till feven o'clock in the even- 
ing, when we arriveci at fome tents pitched 
on the top of a mountain. Here we re- 
mained an hour to refrefli, and were vi^ 
fited by fome of the Chiefs belonging to 

t>ie 
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the encampment. One of them boafted 
that he had feven wives, and enquired 
how many I had in England, It muft 
he obferved, that in this country it is cuf» 
tomary for a man to have as many wives 
as he can fupport, and the more a mao 
Jcceps, the better is he refpedled. 

Many of the people in this country, 
during the fultry fummer months, leave 
their towns and villages, which lie chiefly 
ip vallies, and encamp upon fome lofty 
hills, taking their flocks with them. On 
the mountains they enjoy a cooler purer 
^ir, and in general appear as fair and 
jruddy as the country people in Eng* 
?:.ANp, 

Leaving this encampment, we defcend- 
ed fome rugged pafies by a road fo very 
bad, that it was fometimes with much 
diflSfculty we could make our way. At 
ten o'clock we arrived at a fmall town 
called Emir, (ituated on the weil fide of 
& very pleafapt and well cultivated valley, 

with 
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with a very fine ftream of water running 
towards the North. Here we remained all 
night, fleeping upon the bare ground* 



. SUNDAY, AUGUST 6. 

From Emir we fet out at half paft five 
o'clock. There being feveral Tatars, and 
a great many other peopie going our road, 
horfes were become very fcarcc. My 
Tatar, therefore, got a mule to .carry his 
merchandize, and, joining a large parly, 
they travelled very flowly. 

For fome time our way. lay over iiony 
ground^ which made our journey fatiguing 
and unpleafant. Ipufhed on, howevei;, 
with a Tatar who had only difpatches un- 
der his care, and was going to Hassan 
Chill ABY. We pafled over a very hilly 
and woody country, with feldom any 
track to direi5l us. On this account we 
often loft our way; the Tatar's guide not 
being wdfl acquainted with'the country. 

Great 
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Great numbers of people were here em- 
ployed in making charcoal for the ufe of 
the fmelting-houfes at Gaban Medan. 
They carry it from this place on mules in 
panniers, and we fometimes met fifty or 
(ixty in a drove laden with it. 

Many of the peafantry here fix their 
dwellings by the fide of a hill, the top of 
the houfe being even with the ground; 
find I have often ridden over the top of a 
houfe without knowing it, and have with 
difficulty avoided falling through. 

. At one o'clock we arrived at the en- 
campment of Hassan Chill aby; for 
here alfo the inhabitants, having quitted 
the town, which wjas about two miles dif- 
tant, had encamped on a hilL 

I now found that we could not proceed 
farther ^without a very ftrong guard. 

The people belonging to the tent 
wherein we relied were very attentive, 
and I was fortunate in cultivating the 

friendflxip 
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friendftiip of the women, who took fome 
pains to provide fuch food and refrefti- 
ment as they thought I fhould like beft. 
I had alfp a favourable opportunity of ob- 
ferving their manners and cuftoms. 

The whole of the cattle belonging to 
thefe encampments are driven every morn- 
ing into fuch of. the vallles as contain the 
greateft plenty of water and vegetation, 
where they are watched all day by two or 
three perfons employed for that purpofe, 
and in the evenino; are brought back again. 
The tents are always pitched in a circle, and 
the cattle jrenqiain all night in the centre. 

The people rife at dawn of day, and the 
firft employment of the women is to milk 
their cows and goats, which are inxmedi- 
ately fent off again to pafture. The wo- 
men then put the milk into a fort of bottle 
made of a goat's (kin, every part of which 
is fewed up, except the neck; but when 
they are churning, the neck is tied with 
a firing clofe and tight enough to jprevent 
the milk running out. They then fix 

thrcQ 
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tHiree ftrong flicks in the ground, in a form 
ibmething like what we often ufe in raifing^ 
weights, only on a fmaller fcale. From 
thefe they fufpend the goat's-lkin tied by 
each end, and continue fhaking it back- 
ward and forward till it becomes butter; 
and they eafily know when it is ready by 
the noife it makes. They then empty the 
fkin into a large veffel, Ikim off the butter, 
put hot water into the Ikin to clean it, 
and hang it up to dry» 

Befidc this employment, they have alfo 
to bake bread every morning for the day's 
confumption ; for all this work is performed 
by the women. The bread is baked on 
large iron plates, as in many parts of Eu- 
rope; but Ihould any of the women hap- 
pen to lie lorjger than ufual in the morn- 
ing, fo as not to be able to get their work 
done before the fun becomes hot, they 
not only have to work in the fun, but 
are heartily laughed at by better houfe- 
wives. 

Th« 



190 A JOtrRNEY FROM INCIA^ 

The principal men who have many 
wives keep them in tents in a particulat 
part of the encampment. 



MONDAY, AUGUST T. 

It took up a long time to provide fuch 
a number of horfes as were now wanted ; 
for in our train were fprty horfe-loads of 
fiivef from Arg£enah Medan, for Con- 
STANTilNOPLE. Tlic guard amounted to 
fifty borfemen; but the lilver was undejr 
the iitimediate care of two Tatars and an 
officer of diftin6lion. The troops were 
commanded by three elderly men. 

The whole party fet out at eight o'clock ' 
in the morning. The troops fcoured the 
country on each fide of the road, going at 
full fpeed into every inlet where they 
could expert to find any of the banditti 
that infeft this country. 

About 
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About four miles from Hassan Chil- 
LABY, we found neither cultivation nor 
inhabitants, though there is plenty of 
good water,* and the foil appears favour- 
able for culture. 

We met a caravan going to Diarbekir^ 
and I had the favour with my Tatar of 
drinking coffee with the Chief. 

The caravan confifted of horfes, afles, 
and mules, camels not being able to Ihrid 
many of the fteep riarrow paffes with 
which this country abounds. 

For about fifteen miles my Tatar and I 
kept company with our guards; but we 
then pufhed on at a briik gallop for about 
feven more; and at one o'clocjc arrived at 
Hadjee Khan. 

This is a large village lying in a valley* 
The land is well cultivated for about half 
a mile round it; but the inhabitants in 
general are very poor, and much addidlpd 
to thieving. \ 

TUESDAY, 



^ 
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TUESDAY^ AtJGUST 8, 

We fet out this morning at half pall 
live o'clock with the filver, having the 
fame girard as yefterday. The firft part of 
this day's journey was over a hilly coun- 
try, and the horfes with the filver tra- 
velling very flowly, I went before the reft 
at an eafy trot till I got about two miles 
before them, when I came to fome lofty 
mountains^ from which I had a very ex* 
tenfive profped:. The face of the coun- 
try, however, had not a very favourable 
appearance, being chiefly mountainous, 
except to the N* W. which exhibited a 
very.extenfive plain without any cultiva- 
tion, and over which lay our road. On- 
this plain were three encampments, 
pitched in a triangle. Two of thefe were 
near thp path, but I continued my route 
at about two miles before th^ reft of the 
<:ompany, not having any idea that I wa» 
m danger^ 

When 
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When I got abreaft of the fi|-ft encamp- 
- ment,* an officer and (ix iheri from tHe 
guard came up to me* On full gallop, and 
faid that the people in the encampment 
would cut. my throat. They took hold of 
my bridle and wanted me to return; but 
thinking it ufelefe, as a part of \he guard 
were now in fight, I remained here till the 
whole of our party canie up. A few men 
came from the encampment and coriverfed 
with the officer. They were remarkably 
ftrong hardyrlooking fellows, but hkd a 
fomething in their countenatices which 
feemed to indicate that they did not get 
their livelihood vel-y honeftlyi 

Hiving en(|uired Who I was, the officer 
told them that I was an Englifh Gonful, 
that being the title which I bore in the 
I firmaun. The men examined the arms of 

f our guard very attentively, and wiflied to 

lay hold of fome of them, but. the guards 
would not fuffer it. I was not under the 
leaft apprehenfion of their doing me any 
perfonal injilry, even before the military 
came up; for in cafe they had attacked 

O . me 
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me I ftiould not have attempted to reM 5 
but I thought it prudent afterwards to 
keep near my Tatar# 

On our reaching the fecond encamp-^ 
ment, four men, armed with fabres and 
piftols, Hood in the way to oppofe our 
pafsing; and as we rode up^ they feized 
my bridle, my Tatar's, and thofe of two 
other Tatars in company, who were all 
riding abreaft a little before the military, 
I was perfe6lly pafsive, not fuppofing that 
.they could mean to rob us, as the military 
were only a few yards behind^ A fcuffle, 
however, enfued ; but the guard coming 
up refcued me. The man who had held 
Hiy bridle in one hand had a drawn fabre 
in the other; but on one of the officers 
telling him that I was an EngKih Conful^ 
he immediately let go the bridle, I had 
my piftols ready, and was prepared to have 
fliot my opponent, had any of the Tatars 
fired ; but I did not think it proper to be- 
gin, not knowing the intentions of thefe 
people. One of the Tatars cocked a pif- 
tol to flioot a young man who feemed to 

be 
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i>e very violent; but the military inter-^ 
Bering prevented him. The young man^ 
however, continuing to threaten the Ta- 
tar with his fabre, the guard, by order o£ 
one of the officers, furrounded him in 
fuch a mantiei? with their fpears and fabres^ 
that had he moved an inch he muft have 
been killed. In that situation we left 
them } but they foon after came up with 
us, and had not put the yeung man to 
death as I expedted^ 

Thefe people feem to be moft Violent 
againft the Tatars, who frequently pafs 
through the country without paying any 
tribute ; for, being the meflengfers of go* 
vernment, they think they ought to be 
exempt* The people here had demanded 
fifteen piaftres from each Tatar, who^ 
having fuch a ftrong guard with them, 
boldly refufed* The young man whom I 
have juft mentioned as having been more 
violent than the reft, had lately had a 
brother ihot by a Tatar* 

O 2 This 
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This is a very exterifivc uncultivated 
plain, an4 contains neither Iheep nor ciat- 
tle but what belong to thefe banditti. 
The ground, however, being favourable to 
tilting, and the borfes with the filver tra- 
velling very flowly, our gtiards made fcr 
veral matcheis.: They would fometimes 
draw out of the ranks half a dozen on 
each fide, and throw blunted fpears„ at 
which exercife thefe men are\wonderfully 
dexterous, being able to pick up fpears 
from the ground without quitting their 
horfeS. They have alfo a particular me- 
thod of avoiding their opponents fpears by 
iianging down on the oppofite fide of the 
horfe, and thus expofing only one foot, 
yet at the fame time going on full gallop. 
But though the men afc at this exercife 
fo much fuperior to Europeans, I was even 
more entertained by obferving the motions 
of the horfes, fome of which were beau- 
tiful white Arabians. The horfeman makes 
very little ufe of the reins on thefe occa- 
fions, and the horfe is governed by the 
motions of the rider's body. If the latter 

lean 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 197 

Jean towards the right or left, the horfe 
will turn to that fide, and if the motion 
be quick will gallop full fpecd. If the 
rider lean forward, the horfe gallops 
iiraight on; and if the man raife his body 
upright, the horfe, though at that time on 
full fpecd, will flop in a moment, without' 
the rider touching the bridle. 

At about fix miles diftance from the fe- 
cond encampment, we approached an- 
other, the Chief of which came to usf 
alone, and demanded rhoney from our 
commanding officer, which was refufed. 
He got, however, a few piaftres from niy 
Tatar. 

We then continued unmolefted till we 
got within about two miles of Delecte- 
TAS, when we obferved fome men armed, 
on liorfeback, purfuing us at full fpeed 
from the fecond encampment, where it 
will be remembered we had the difpute. 
The Tatars, being much frightened, fet 
put full gallop for Delectetas, and as I 
O 3 WAS 
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was drefled in the fame ixianner, and 
thought they might take me for a Tatar, 
Ipuflied on with them, leaving the rpili- 
tary drawn up to receive them. 

We arrived at Delectetas at two 
o'clock, and the Tatars hid themfelves for 
fome time, left they fhould be purfued in- 
to the town. 

. When the banditti came up with the 
jnilitary, and found that the Tatars had 
Tode off, they returned, Thefe people 
always keep a number of horfes near their 
tents to be mounted at a Ihort notice, arid 
fome of them ready bridled and faddled, 

, The military themfelves were very im^ 
portunate for money, and I have, not un- 
frequently, been feized by fome of the 
common foldiers, but they were always 
fatisfied if I only gave them a few paras. 
This indeed was almoft always the cafe 
when they could find me alone; and even 
the officers were not above alking for mo-^ 
5 neys 
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ney; but as I did not expe<9: any harfh 
treatment from them^ I always refeixed 
Ihem to my Tatar* 

Delectetas is a fmall town, fituated 
on the fide of a mountain, in a barren 
-Country^ and having little cultivation about 
it in proportion to the number of its in- 
habitants- Here is plenty of good water j 
.and in the middle of the town h a large 
fquare ftone buildings This^ as I havef 
obferved fimilar ftru6tures in feveral towns, 
I am inclined to think is intended as bair-< 
racks for foldiers, having a great number 
of fire-places in them# 

Many of the inhabitants have flacks of 
corn on the tops of their lioufes. Here 
alfo were fomc flacks of hay, being the 
firfl that I had feen in Asia, a proof that 
the winter is very fevere among thefe 
mountains. 



O 4 WEDNESDAY^ 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9. 

We^ fet out from Delectetas at feven 
o'cjoclc this morning, mounted on very 
fine horfes, and with the fame military 
gjLi^rd as l^efote. 

On leaving Delectetas, we had very 
rough roads among fome fteep mountains 
covered with fir-trees. Beyond thefe, we 
crofled an extenfive uncultivated plain, 
iimilar to that we had come over, the day 
before. 

After pafsing fome mofl: dangerous 
places, where, in cafe we had been attacked 
by banditti, we could neither have pufhed 
forward nor returned to our guard, we gal- 
loped a few miles, accompanied by* one of 
the military officers who had the care of 
my perfon. 

At ten o'clock we arrived at a town 

palled Ullash, pleafantly fituated by the 

5 fidq 
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ijde of a river, which flows from the moun- 
tains we had pafled, and runs into the 
river Casalmack. Between the town 
and fome mountains to the northward are 
two fait lakes, one about three miles in 
circumference, the other about two. From 
Pllash, in the neighbourhood of whick 
' there is a great deal of cultivation, we de- 
parted at eleven o'clock. Oui^ efcort 
Jjad taken a different route, going between 
the mountains on our right and the two 
fait lakes. We overtook thein in an hour, 
but did not remain with them long. 'I 
obferved feveral other lakes of the fame 
kind on our left, which are very eafily 
4iftinguifhed, their fhdres being crufted 
with fait. 

We now pafTed over feveral fine plainSi, 
though wholly uncultivated, and at two 
o'clock afcended fome very high moun- 
tains, from which I had an extenfive prof- 
pe6l. On our right to the northward were 
feveral large towns, and a fine well culti- 
vated country. JBeyond that was an ex- 
ceeding 



1 
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ceeding lofty mountain covered with fnow, 
from which the river Casalmack takes 
its rife. I have rarely witnefled a more 
beautiful profpecSl than I had from this 
mountain, particularly over the country 
to the North, the winding flreams of the 
fiver Casai,macic enriching the fcene. 

On the top of thefe mountains the road 
was tolerably fmooth, and pur horfes being 
good we gallopped as faft as they qould go, 
and paffed over much ground in a (hbrt 
time. At three o'clock we defcended by 
a very lleep road, and, after crofsing the 
fiver Casalmack by a neat ftone bridgi 
pf three arches, arrived at - Si v as, 

Sivas is a very large populous town^ 
^nd exceedingly well watered, having fe- 
veral fountains and a great many clear 
ftreams running Ahrough it. It is feated 
on the weft fide of a very fertile valley, 
which is almoft furrounded by lofty 
mountains, having no opening except 
where the river rups in apd out, through 
^ a very 
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a very narrow channel between two fteep^ 
liills. Here are two ftone bridges at about 
a mile diftance from ee^ch other. 

Great quantities of corn grow in this 
valley, but not much fruit, excepting 
plums, apples, and pears; but of garden 
vegetables there is great abundance. In 
the middle of the town are fome very 
extenfive gardens; and on an artificial hill 
is an old caftle now tumbling into ruins* 

Though the neighbourhood furnifties 
plenty of good materials for building, the 
houfes in general have a very ordinary ap-r 
pearance, a great quantity of unfquare4 
timber being employed to fupport an im-» 
menfe weight of ftone and clay, with 
which the houfes are covered, The inha- 
bitants appear to enjoy much liberty ; nor 
are the women confined, as in fonae large 
pities to the eaftward, 

SiVAS is nearly as large as Liverpool, 
contains as many houfes, and is, I think, 
fully as populoySf Though moft of the 

privatci 
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private houfes are but indifFefreht ftru^lures, 
many of the public buildings are felegant, 
and fome of the minarets very lofty. 

This might be faid to be the firft civi- 
lized place we had met with firice we left 
Gaban Medan ; for the greateft part of 
that extenfive country through which we 
had pafled is infefted by numerous tribes 
of roving banditti, who, like many of the 
Arab tribes, have no fixed habitation, nor 
ever continue long in one place ; and even 
the military are afraid to moled them. 
The fmall towns we had come through 
were little more than military ftatiohs, 
where troops are always kept fpr the pur- 
pbfe of condu6ling thofe who travel under 
the protection of the government. From 
this place to Constantinople no guard 
is neceflary, and the forty loads of filver 
required only the officer and the two Ta^ 
tars to prote6t it. 



THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

We were detained for want of horfes 
till nine o'clock this evening, when, late 
as it was, we fet out from Sivas, accom- 
panied by twelve more Tatars. Soon aftejf 
we had left the town we afcended fome 
very lofty mountains, on the top of which 
was a plain for a few miles; but we foon 
got again among fteep heights, and conti- 
nued travelling as faft as the road would 
permit. At day-break we arrived at the 
foot of a very lofty mountain, in the fliape 
of a fugar-loaf; which, notwithftanding 
our then very elevated (ituation, appeared 
a^ high above us as any mountain in Eng- 
land. 

We continued among thefe heights 
till ten o'clock, when we defcended 
through fome fteep narrow pafles and ar- 
rived at TocAT. 

Throaghout 
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Throughout this ftage the roads y^ete 
tolerably good, confidering the face of the 
country; and we had not fo many fright-^ 
ful precipices to pafs as in the neighbour-* 
hood of Medan. ' There was only one 
indeed that could be reckoned dangerous, 
and that was over a flone bridge of two 
^ches near the higheft mountain* One 
of the arches was nearly down, having 
only a very narrow path ftaiiding, that 
fcarcely left room for a horfe, and no pa- 
rapet to prevent accident, 

TocAT is about the iize of SlVAS, but 
has a much better appearance than any 
town that I had before feen in the Turkifli 
dominions. The houfes are all tiled, and 
chiefly built with wood. Here was the 
greateft abundance of fruits that I ever 
faw, and remarkably fine in their kindj 
the grape vines, in particular, were abun- 
dant and excellent* The Armenians, who 
are very numerous here, make an excel* 
lent red wine, of a flavour fomething like 
claret, but much ftronger, I fent my 

Tatar 
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Tatar to purchafe fome, and he brought 
about two gallons, taking care alfo to pur- 
chafe as much rackee^ On tafting the 
wine I found it had a very ftrong body, 
and did not drink above half a \yine glafs. 
There were a great many Tatars and Turks 
in company, who laughed very heartily 
at my drinking wine, obferving, that I 
drank it like coffee. They would not 
tafte it, unlefs they had at leaft a pint to 
take off at a draught, and with the wine 
and rackee they all got drunk. 

I now went into the Bazar to buy fome 
fruit, and found that I could purchafe for 
the value of a farthing as much as a man 
could eat of either mulberries, pears, ap- 
ples, peaches, or apricots; and thofe, in 
general, much finer in their kind, than 
ever I faw in Europe. 

The town is furrounded by eminences, 
and is well watered. On the top of 9 
lofty rocky mountain, on the weft fide 
of the town, are the remains of an old 

caftle. 
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caftle, part of the wall of which has bdeii 
built on the edge of a very fteep fock^ 
and much of it has fallen down the pfe-^ 
^iplce. 

What could have induced the early in- 
habitants of thefe countries to build in 
fuch lituations I cannot imagine. I have 
generally obferved the ruins of caftles in 
fituations very difficult of accefs, and 
with their fronts always on the edge of a 
frightful precipice. Every neceflary muft 
have been conveyed into them with much 
trouble, except water, which is always 
plenty among high mountains. They have 
been all built with hewn ftone, but have 
not fuch heavy mafTy walls as we often 
meet with among ancient ruins in other 
parts of the world. They appear to have 
been built with a tafte almoft equal to our 
beft pieces of modern architedture* 



FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11. 

We fet out, a very large party, from 
TocAT at half paft four o'clock this after- 
noon; and, being all badly mounted, and 
the greater part drunk, made a curious 
figure as we rode through the town. The 
ftreets being much crowed^ the Tatars 
roared like fo many bulls for the people to 
clear the paflage, every one being obliged 
to give way to them, as in England to 
-the raaiL coaches;, and if they were not 
very quick in getting out of the road, 
they welre fure to feel fome of th,e Tatars 
long whips*' > "' 

V From, the town. to the banks 6f the river 
Gasalmack, about a mile, is entirely co*- 
vefediwith gardens and orchards. We 
forded the CasalmacIc, andj turning 
nearly due Weft, travelled for about 
eighteen miles through one of the moft 
beautiful vales I ever faw. The richnefs 
of the foil, and the gfeat number of in- 
P habitants, 
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habitants, has compelled them to partition 
the land ; a circumftance that I had never , 
before obferved fince I Ipft India, except 
in the cafe of gardens and orchards. The 
river Casalmack runs through this vale, 
and the hills on each fide are covered with 
trees. We turned to our right, and after 
crofsing fome woody heights, arrived at 
half paft nine o^clock at a fraall town 
called AsBiNf in which ftands a large 
fquare ftone building as at Delectetas. 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 12. 

: We fet out this morning firom Assiv at 
five o'clock, and a little below the town 
crofled, by a wooden bridge, a river that 
runs kito the Casalmack. We now 
took a courfe nearly du^ Eafl:, having 
high mountains oa each fide covered with 
trees. Wje then turned to the North up a 
valley^ which interfedled this range of 
hilh on our left, and continued fpr about 
five miles. 



At 
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Al the head of this valley was a coffee- 
lioufe, where we refted a ihort time and 
drank coffee. Our party, not having been 
able to get either wine or rackee iince we 
' left To CAT, were all become pretty fober 

again. 

We now croffed fome very high hills at 
the head of this valley, thickly covered 
with trees, and entered a fine well culti* 
rated vale, lying Eaft and Weft. We 
turned to our left down this Vale, the hilli 
on each fide covered with wood, and when 
we had travelled about fifteen miles turned 
again to the North over fome lofty moun- 
tains, aniong which we continued till we 
defcended to Amasia, where we arrived 
attwp o'clock; though fome of our horfes 
^ were fo much tired that we had been 

^ obliged to leave them in the mountains. 

- For nearly a mile above the town was a 

deep valley, in which were many gardens 

and orchards. There was alfo a fine 

I ^ ftream of water running from the moun- 

P 2 tains 
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tains that we had come over, on which 
were feveral mills. 

Amasia is a very extenfivie and popu- 
lous town, nearly as large as Tocat, and 
is furrounded by many lofty rugged moun-* 
tains. The faces of fome of thefe moun- 
tains have nearly half a mile of almoft 
. perpendicular height; and in one of thefe 
are feveral places cut in the folid rock, 
fimilar to a Hindoo Pagoda, and which 
can only be approached by little narrow 
pafles cut through the rock. 

. The riyer Casalmack runs through 
Amasia, but cannot be feen at one view 
for more than the length of the town, 
making a circuitous courfe among, the 
mountains, and running in a deep narrow 
channel both above and below the town. 
It is here a very large river, but much 
too rapid for navigation. / , 

The town is well watered, particularly 
the lower parts, by means of large wheels 

near 
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near thirty feet in diameter. Thefe are 
turned by the ftreani, having a great many 
large buckets fattened to them. As the 
wheel turns round, thofe buckets empty 
themfelves into troughs fixed Within a 
few feet as high as the wheel. By this 
method they are enabled to keep up a con- 
tinual dream of water, which is conveyed 
by pipes from the troughs to the hum- 
mums, fountains, &c. 

The houfes in Amasia are moftly built 
with wood, but many with flone, and co- 
vered with tiles as at Tocat. The greater 
part of the inhabitants b(?ing Chriftians, 
here is only one mofque, and two lofty 
minarets, all built with hewn ftone, and 
very handfome flrudlures. The dome of 
the mofque is covered with lead. 

The hummums are very extenfive, and 
built with hewn ftone. Before thefe are 
fome pleafant walk^, with feveraWows of 
trees, and the w^hole .is furrounded by a 
lofty wall. 

P 3 The 
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The town can only be approached by 
tvvo narrow paffes, one toward the North, 
and another toward the South ; and thefe 
^re fo very rugged, narrow, and fteep, 
that they naight be eafily defended by a 
very fmall force. 



"~i 



They make here a very good white 5 

winey fomething like fherry, and very •' 

llrong. With this and rackee our whole 
party again got drunk. A Sivas Tatar, 
liamed Suliman,-^ who had accompanied 
us from Sivas, attempted to flu)ot an- 
other Tatar who was returning from Con- ^ 
STANTiNOPLfe, but was prcvfeutcd by the 
reft interfering. It is impofsible to de- 
fcribe the cpnfulion among thqfe people 
when they quarrel. Upon the flighteft 
provocajtion they have immediate recourfe | 
to their arms, for they are never without 1 
a brace pf piftok and a dagger by their j 
fide/ I have feen many quarrels among 
them, and fome of the party feverely j 
wounded, but never remember any to have 
tfcen killed upon the fppt. 



My 






f 



f 
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My Tatar not being quite ready, I fet 
out at feven o'clock in the evening with a 
Turk who had accompanied us from Sivas. 
He had four horfes under his care, one for 
his guide, one for himfelf, and two with 
each a pair of leather bags, but not heavy. 
He came under the protection of Suli- 
MAN, the Tatar. This Turk was as fond 
of wine and rackee as any of them, and 
was reckoned by the Turks a very fine 
finger. Whenever we entered or left a 
town, hie would fing and roar loud enough 
to be heard a mile. I have frequently 
feen the people run out of doors in great 
numbers to hear him. 

SoOn after we had left the Conac, our 
' Turk having drank as much wine and 
rackee as rendered it fomewhat difficult fpt 
him to keep on horfeback, he began finging 
and roaring, and whipping his guide; fo 
that before we got outof Amasia the guide 
wilhed to return, but the Turk would not 
permit him. 

P 4 We 
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We afcended a very lofty mountain to- 
wards the northern pafs, and before we 
got to the top it became very dark. As 
we came near a fpring of water, the guide 
faid tfeat he wanted to drink. Putting, 
tjierefore,' the fore-horfe's bridle into the 
Turk's hand, to hold till Jie returned, he 
availed himfelf of the darknefs of the 
night to run away unperceived. We 
waited for him fome time, but at laft, fuf- 
pe6ling the cafe, purfued our journey. " 
The Turk leading three horfes, we with 
fome difficulty got to the top. Here we ^ 

foon loft^ our road, but were fortunate 
enough to difcover a light about eleven \ 

o'clock, which we found proceeded from 
a fmail encampment, where fome of the 
inhabitants of Amasia were employed in 
getting in their harveft. I was very happy 
to meet with thefe people; for the Turk 
being ftill drunk, the night dark, and the 
ground fteep, I found myfelf very unplea-, i 

fantly fituatcd. Even after we difcovercd 
the light, we had to defcend fome very ' 

(teep places before we could reach it. When 

\vc ^ I 
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we had got to the encampment, we tied 
, the five horfes together, and^went to fleep 
upon the ground. 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 13.^ 

The Turk having been much refreflied 
by his fleep, at. half paft two o'clock we 
got ready, it being now a little moonlight, 
and by the afsiftance of one of the people 
belonging to the encampment we got into 
the right road. It was very rough and 
fteep for fome time, and I was glad when 
it became day-light. At length .we got 
from among theie dangerous fleeps, and 
defcended into an extcnfive uncultivated 
vale about fifteen miles, over. We gal- 
loped moft of the way acrofs this^ vale, the 
Turk leading the horfes, and I a6ling the 
part of a Tatar, jn whipping the horfes tq 
keep them on a gallop. We arrived at 
Marsiwan at half paft fix o'clock, where 
we found the reft of our party. Our 
Jioffes were coinpletely knocked up; even 

mine. 
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mine, though a very good one, was, by 
galloping from one fide to the other to 
whip the horfes, become fo weary, that I 
was afraid I fliould have been obliged to 
leave him beforcJ we reached Marsiwan. 
The Turk feemed much gratified by the 
afsillance I had given him. 

Marsiwan is a town nearly as large a§ 
SivAS, and fituated near the foot of fome 
woody mountains on the north fide of this 
extenfivq vale. It is well watered, and 
abounds with corn, as well as moft kinds 
of fruits, which were now ripe* They 
have many vineyards near the town, and 
make a very good red wine firnilar to that 
which we had at Tocat. The Turk who 
had accompanied me from Amasia again 
got drunk, and roared till he became ex- 
cefsively difordered in his ftomach. 

We fet out again from Marsiwan at 
eight o'clock, and continued on the north ^ 

fide of the vale for about twenty miles. ] 

At the weft end is a town called Ajamque, 

fituated I 
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Ctuated in a very fine country; we did 
not, however, go through this town, but 
palfed it on our left. 

We now turned to the northward, and 
entered a very hilly woody country, 
thridding fevcral fteep and narrow pailes 
by the fide of a river, fome of which were 
fo lofty and fteep as to make my head 
giddy. 

» 
We met with little cultivation after we 
pafled AjAMQUE, till we arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Osmanjike, which we 
reached at feven o'clock. 

The town of Osmanjike is built round 
a fteep rocky mount, on the top of which 
alfo fome houfes have been erected. It is 
a tolerably large town, and ftands on the 
banks of the river Atoezu. 

We fet out again at eight o'clock in 

the evening, and crofted the river over a 

neat ftone bridge of fifteen arches. We 

then continued on the weftern banks of 

9. the 
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the river, and rode very faft over much 
rough and woody ground. It was very 
dark till the moon rofe ; but we continued 
to ride as faft as our horfes could go till 
half paft twelve o'clock, when we arrived 
at a fmall town called Hadjee Hamza, 
This ftage was thirty miles. 



MONDAY, AUGUST 14. 

We fet out this morning from Hadjee 
Hamza at fix o'clock, and continuecl for 
about an hour on the banks of the river 
Atoezu. We then found the river take 
a turn to the northward, being joined by 
another confiderable one that flows from 
the weft ward. We forded the latter, and 
continued on the north fide of it for two 
hours. The country through which we 
pafled was very hilly and woody ; near the 
river were feveral paddy grounds, and as 
iriuch cultivation as the face of the coun-. 
try would permit* We rode brifkly all the 
morning, and at ten o'clock arrived at 
TosiA, a neat town built on the fide of a 

hill, 
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hill, at the foot of which, is a fine fertile 
country. This (tage was twenty-feven 
miles* 

Quittuig TosiA at one o'clock, we 
pafled feveral vineyards, and then got into 
d very hilly woody country. We travelled 
fome time by the fide of a river, on the 
banks of which were a few paddy grounds 
m fuch fpots as were capable of cultiva- 
tion. We rode brilkly the greateft part of 
this ftage, and arrived at feven o'clock at 
a fmall town called Coja^ate, fituated in 
a barren hilly country. The Conac here 
is a new building, and had better accom- 
modations than . I had met with fince I 
left Bagdad. 

From CojASATE we fet out at ten 
o'clock at night. Till the moon rofe, it 
was .very dark, and the roads bad. The 
Tatars ;galloped as faft as they could, and 
in about an hour we got out of the bad 
road into a country rather hilly, but per-. 
fe6lly clear from wood. In defqejnding a 
hill, a horfe fell down and broke one of 

his 
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his fore-legs. He was loaded with a paif 
of leathern bags belonging to the Sivas 
Tatar Suliman; the trappings were im- 
mediately taken off the horfc, and put on 
another; fo that we were not detained 
many minutes. Leaving the horfe upon 
the ground, we fet out again, the road 
Ibecoming tolerably good, except being 
rather hilly. We continued to ride as fail 
as our horfes could go, and in two hours 
after the firft accident, galloping full 
fpeed down a hill, another horfe fell, 
broke his neck, and died inftantly. We 
were not, however, much detained by this 
accident, having plenty of fpare horfes; 
but rode more moderately after the fecond 
accident, and arrived at half paft two 
oVlock at Carachurin. This ftage was 
twenty-eight miles. 

Carachurin is a large ftraggling town 
built on both fides of a rivulet betv^^een twd 
hills. The boufes in general very mean^ 
and badly built. They arc only one ftory 
bij^h, and have flat roofs. 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, AXTGUST 15. 

We departed thence at half paft four 
o'clock, and foon after we had left the 
town entered a fine open champaign coun- 
try. The roads being very good, we ar-. 
, rived at Corregelar at fix o'clock, being 
only twelve miles. 

This is a fmall and iU-built to^^nn, con- 
taining about two thoufand inhabitants, 
who are chiefly employed in cultivating 
the neighbouring plains. Want of fre(h 
hbrfes detained us here till one o'clock, 
when we again fet out, and, after travelling 
over a fine cultivated open country for 
twelve miles, arrived at half pafl: two 
o'clock at Serkees, a fmall but neat 
town, many of the houfqs being built 
with hewn ftone. We dined here, and 
fet out again on the fame horfesat three 
o'clock. 

We 



224 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

"We rode brilkly over a fine well culti-* 
vated country till five o'clock, when we 
got among fome very fleep rrioun tains, 
great part of the road over which was fa 
dangerous, that one falfe flep of the horfe 
would have plunged us from the height of 
at leaft three hundred yards into a river. 

Quitting at length thefe dangerous* 
pafles, we entered a fine- open country on 
our right, where was a fmall town by the 
fide of a river. We turned, however, to 
the left, and arrived at Bainder at fix 
o*clock. This ftage was eighteen miles. 

Bainder is a fmall town, but ftands 
on an eminence, and at a diftance has 
a very pretty appearance. The mofque 
is an indifferent building, but the minaret 
is very handfonje and lofty ; and the houfes 
are chiefly built with wood. 

We left Bainder on frefli horfes at ten 

o'clock; and, though it was very dark till 

V the moon rofe, and the roads indifferent, 

^ ♦ * we 



i 
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We reached Jeredarc at half pad two in 
the morning, without meeting with any 
accident* 



WEDNESDAY^ AUGUST l6i 

On our arrival at Jeredarc, we met 
with good accommodationsi The town is 
in an elevated fituatiofi, being almoft at 
the top of a high hill, and it being a cool 
morning they had a good fire in thel Co- 
nac, and the people were civil and atten- 
tive. 

The town is large, and has a good JBa-^ 
zar, well fiipplied* They excel here in 
manufacturing leather, and many other 
articles; and there are alfo feveral copper 
ihanufacftories* 

The houfes have a fingularappearanccj 

being in general built with large round 

trees let into each other at the ends, and 

the crevices filled up with clay* Very 

Q few 



2^6 
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few houfes are tiled, being chiefly coverea 
with deal boards. 

We left JfiREDARC at feven o'clocic, 
and for the firft five miles pafled through a 
hilly woody country. We then entered 
a very fine cultivated vale, furrounded 
with hills covered with wood. In the 
midft of this vale is a fine lake of frefli 
water. 

Here is a great deal of corn; the coun- 
try is cultivated nearly the whole way to 
BoLi ; and it appeared to me to produce 
more corn, in proportion to the extent of 
land, than I had feen in any part of Eng- 
land. Here was alfo abundance of fruits 
of various kinds. 

After pafsing feveral villages both to 
the right and left, we arrived at Bon at 
two o'clock. This ftage is forty miles. 

About half way between Jeredarc 
and BoLi I obferved fome ruins, of which 

moft 
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moft of the ftone wa^s marble. Much of 
it appearing to have been cut in a ftile of 
workmanftiip fuperior to any Turkifh ma- 
forify that I had yet feen, I was induced 
to take a nearer view, and rode among the 
ruins. On one marble column I faw fe- 
veral Greek letters, but much defaced. I 
was able, however, to trace the word Zeu^, 
and am perfi^aded, that could I have 
fpared time, I might have been able to 
have made out great part of the infcrip- 
tion. My Tatar and the reft of the party 
had left me behind, and I was in confe- 
quence prevented from flopping fo long as 
I could have wifhed. About three miles 
nearer Boli, on the right fide of the road, 
are fome more ruins, with walls of an ex- 
traordinary thicknefs; but I did not obferve 
any thing interefting among them, and 
therefore pafled on. 

Boli is a large town in a fertile fitua- 
tion. It contains, however, nothing 
worthy of particular notice. The mofques, 
minarets, and hummums, are all very or- 
dinary buildings. The public edifices are 
Q 2 nume-, 
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numerous, and the town is well fupplled 
with good water. 

From Bo LI we fet out on freih horfes 
at half pad feVen o'clock. It became 
very dark in about an hour, at which time 
we entered a large foreft, wherein we 
continued for twenty-five miles. This, 
my reader may imagine, was difagree- 
able enough ; for the night was fo dark, 
that I could fcarcely fee my horfe's head 
and was frequently in danger of being 
knocked out of my feat by the branches of 
trees. It was with fome difficulty that our 
party could keep together, and the road 
was fometimes fo very ftecp, that I could 
fcarcely fit my horfe. 



THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 

In this extenfive foreft we continued till 
we nearly reached Duchea, at which 
place we arrived at two o'clock, after 
fording a large river. This ftage was thirty- 
fix miles. 



DucHEA I 
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DucHEA is a fmall village (ituated in a 
very fertile country, but entirely fur- 
rounded by large forefts. 

We departed thence at fix o'clock^ and 
foon entered a woody country with very 
little cultivation. On our road we met a 
hundred horfemen condu6ling a Turkifti 
Bafhaw, who rode in the centre of the 
troops in a palanquin carried by four 
mules, two before and two behind. The 
palanquin was flung fo as to be eafy in 
every pofition. 

We foon entered another thick foreft, 
iimilar to that which we had pafled' 
through the night before, In this we had 
to travel about twenty miles, and arrived 
.at HiNDAK at half paft twelve o'clock. 
This ftage is twenty i^feven miles. 

HiNDAK is an inconfiderable town, fitu- 
ated in a valley amid large forefts, and 
contains nothing worthy of particular no- 
tice* 

Q 3 It 
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It was half pad five o'clock before we 
were able to procure frefh horfes here ; 
and feeing nothing but forefts around us, 
I was unwilling to proceed, as it would 
be dark long before we could reich 
Sabanja, and I recolledted the many- 
dangers we had efcaped the preceding 
night; biit after being well affured by the 
Tatars that the road was tolerable, I con- 
fen ted to proceed. 

For the firft three hours we travelled 
through a woody country, partly culti- 
vated in the interjacent vallies. 

We now paffed upwards of a thoufand 
buffaloes carrying ihip-timber to Con- 
stantinople from the forefts through 
which we had travelled. Some of the 
timbers were remarkably fine; and the 
whole had been fquared and formed in the 
forefts, where we had feen many fawyers 
at work as we came through. 

At nine o'clock we crofted the river 

Zacharea over a wooden bridge about a 

2 quarter 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 231 

quarter of a mile long. We were, bow- 
ever, obliged to difmount and walk over 
tbis bridge ; for, infte^d of planks, it was 
covered with half round pieces of wood, 
which frequently gave way under the horfes. 
feet, and it had neither parapet nor railing. 

After crofsing the Zachakea, we con- 
tinued in a very woody country till we ar- 
rived at the lake Sab anja ; whence, 
keeping along the weftern ihore, we ar- 
rived at half paft eleven o'clock at the 
town of the fame name. This ftage was 
thirty-fix miles. 

The lake Sabanja is near fix miles 
long, and nearly of a triangular form. It 
is a very fine flieet of freih water, and its 
being fituated in a woody country, adds 
much to its beauty. I found the road 
tolerably good all the way, as the Tatars 
had reprefented at Hindak. 

Behind Sabanja, to the fouthward, is 

ftill a continuation of thofe extenfive 

Q 4 forefts 
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forefts through which we had travelled. ^ 
They are ^bove two hundred miles in 
length, and about fixty broad. In £ome 
places they are very lofty, and form an 
extenfive chain of mountains ranging Eaft 
and Weft, which I have always obferved 
to have been their fituation fmce I came 
into the country. Our route through the 
forefls was generally North, and acrofs 
thefe was a paved caufeway that conti- 
nued the whole way. It appears to be 
very ancient, and is now much out of re- 
pair. The ftones are very large, and the 
earth in many places has been waihed 
away from both fides of the pavement to 
the depth of near three feet. It is in 
iiiany places undermined, and has fallen 
(lown; yet, though it is now fo very 
rough that the horfes can only go upon it 
in a few places, it ftill ferves as a guide tq 
thpfe who travel acrofs thofe forefts, 



fRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 

We fet out this morning from Sabanja 
at four o'clock^ and rode through a beau- 
tiful country. At about eight miles dif- 
tance we had a fine profpecft of Ism it, 
which we reached at half paft eight 
o'clock. 

ISMiT is a large town, and has a de- 
lightful appearance from tlic valley before 
it. The houfes are not over-crowded, and 
the pFofpecft is much enlivened by cyprefs 
trees interfperfed all over the place. The 
lower part of the town is waihed by the 
fea. Being built on the flope of a hill 
facing the South, it is very well fupplied 
with water; and on the fide of the hill, 
both to the Eall and Weft, are many vine- 
yards and orchards, but more particularly 
to the weftward, which is entirely covered 
with gardens, orchards, and vineyards, for 
five or fix miles. The neatnefs of the 
town, the garden grounds, the fea, the 

finely. 
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finely-cultivated country on the oppofite 
ihore, and the two rivers, with the corn- 
fields in the vale before the town, form al- 
together one of the findll profpe6ls I ever 
faw. 

We fet out from Ismit at half paft nine 
o'clock, and continued near the fea, fome- 
times on the beach. About twenty miles 
Weft from that place are fome ancient ruins 
clofe to the fea. Part of the walls, fome 
of which are about ten feet thick, have 
fallen on to the beach. Seven miles 
further Weft is the town of Coushak, 
very pleafantly fituated on the fide of a 
hill flopii^ gradually to the fea. 

About this town are many hundreds of 
acres difpofed in vineyards, and gardens 
for a great variety of other fruits, which 
were now chiefly ripe. 

At CousHAN we left the fea and turned 
northward. After we had paffed the vine- 
yards belonging to the town, we entered 
a very fine plain, through the middle of 

which 
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which runs a fmall river that has a 
neat ftone bridge of three arches over it. 
We now rode brilkly mbft of the way, 
and arrived at half pafl live o'clock at 
Gabaza. 

Gabaza is a fmall but neat town, 
pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill, 
from the top of which is a very fine pro- 
fpecSl of the Archipelago, and part of 
its numerous iflands. 

From the town to the fea, which is about 
three miles, is entirely covered with gar- 
dens, orchards, vineyards, and corn-fields. 

From Gabaza we departed at half pall 
fix o'clock on frefh horfes, and pafsing 
through a very fine country near the fea, 
fometimes on the beach, arrived at a town 
called Maricar, where \vc rcmahicd an 
hour to refrefli. 

We fet out again; but, going very 
flowly, it was two o'clock before we 
reached Scutari. 

Here 
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Here we rode down to the fea-beach, 
unfaddled our horfes, and remained till 
day-break, when we ^rocurc:d a boat, put 
into it what little baggage I had with me, 
and croffed over to Constantinople to 
have it examined at the Cuftom-houfe. 
The officer fufFered it to pafs upon re- 
ceiving a piaftre; and we croffed over to 
Pera, to the houfe of Peter Tooke, 
Efq. the Eaft India Company's Agent, to 
whom T had letters of recommendation. 

CONSTANTINOPX.E having been fo often 
defcribed by travellers, and being fo well 
known to Englifti readers, the author 
thinks it neither expedient nor proper to 
fwell this volume by accounts that C5in-^ 
not pofsibly poffefs either novelty or in^^ 
tereft to recommend them. His objedl 
has been to defcribc fuch parts as he has 
vifited, and which had been but little fre-» 
quented by former travellers from Eng- 
land. 



FRIDAY, 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 237 



FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. 

Having flayed a week at Constan* 
TiNOPLE, I obtained freih paflports from 
the Porte, and from the Imperial Minifter 
Baron Herbert de Rathkaal, and at 
half pad feven o'clock in the evening of 
this day fet out, accompanied by a Jani- 
zary, who was to be paid three hundred 
piaftres to condudl me to the frontiers. 

After travelling two or three miles from 
Constantinople, we entered an open 
country without the fmalleft marks of 
cultivation, and not bearing the leaft ap- 
pearance of being in the vicinity of a 
large city. Even round the city itfelf the 
garden grounds and orchards are very fmall 
in proportion to the population. 

At nine o'clock, looking back towards 
Constantinople, I obferved a dreadful 
fire, which my Janizary informed me was 
at Scutari. 

We 
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We continued our route oyer an open 
barren hilly country, travelling at the rate 
of five miles an hour; and at half pad ten 
o'clock arrived at a fmall neat .town called 
Chaque Medja. 

This tovi^n is pleafantly feated at the 
head of a fait lake about fifteen miles 
long, but of very unequal breadth. The 
lake is about two hundred yards from the 
Archipelago, but has communication 
with it by a very narrow channel over 
which is a ftone bridge. The ground 
being fwampy, there is a ftone caufeway 
of about a quarter of a mile long, for the 
convenience of paffengers. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26. 

We fet out from Chaque Medja this 
morning at half paft five o'clock ; and after 
crofsing the bridge and caufeway at the 
head of the lake, afcended fome hills, 
whence we had a very fine profpe6t over 
the Archipelago and the furrounding 

country, 
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country, which had a more favourable ap- 
pearance than in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople, it being in high cul- 
tivation and almoft crowded with villages. 

After leaving feveral vineyards on our 
right, we arrived at Beu Chaque Medja 
at half pall eight o'clock. 

Beu Chaque Medja is a tolerably large 
toww, fituated on the weft fide of a hill at 
the head of a fait lake about four miles 
long, which has communication with the 
fea. Here too is a ftone bridge, and a 
caufe-way about a quarter of a mile long 
between the lake and the fea. 

Nearly oppofite to Beu Chaque 
Medja, on the Eaft fide of a hill, is a 
fmall neat town called Callitratta, 
behind which are many vineyards, arid on 
the fea before the town were feveral fmall 
veffels riding at anchor. 

We left this place at half part nine 
o'clock, and continued along the fhore, 

fometimes 
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fometimes on the beach ; and at about ii% 
miles weft of Beu Chaque Medja we 
came to four villages lying nearly equidif- 
tant from each other, two being inland^ 
and two near the flipre. The firft we 
came to is called Comburgvs. It is a fmall 
village, but has many ruins aboiit it^ 
which imply that it has once been of 
more importance than it is at prefent. 

Continuing our route along the beach 
fix miles further, we reached a very neat 
town called Badus. Here is a confider- 
able building ftanding on th« beach, 
having part of its walls waftied by the 
fea. It is a fquare ftru6ture and very 
lofty; the v^hole is built entirely with 
hewn ftone, has been very well finiftied, 
and ftill remains almoft entire. 

Soon after we left Badus, we crofled 
fome hills, whence we had a very fine 
profpe6t over the fea. The wind being 
wefterly, there were about a dozen (hips, 
befide great numbers of fmaller craft, 
going towards Constantinople. Within 

the 
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the iflands alfo there were three Turkifh 
Ihips of war returning from' a cruize, a 
fifty gun fhip, a frigate, and a corvette. 
Thefe veflels were warping out of the har-- 
hour the morning I arrived at Constan- 
tinople* 

We continued our journey along the 
fhofe for near eight miles, leaving on our 
right a very finely cultivated country, 
which flopes gradually down to the fea. 
After pafsing many vineyards and orchards 
for about a mile, we arrived at Killee- 
. VER at half paft two o'clock. 

Killbever * is a large and populous 
town, which has once been well forti- 
fied, a great part of it being ftill fur- 
rounded by a ftrong wall. Some of the 
mofques and minarets are very handfome 
buildingSi The lower part of the town is 
\ walhed by the fea. We faw feveral veflels, 

fome of about two hundred tons burden, 
riding at anchor in a very fine bay, which 

* Silivria in the Maps. 

R appeared 
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appeared to me to be fo well fheltered by 
the high land on each fide of it, that 
ihlps might, in any weathtr, ride in 
fafety. 



SUNDAY, aj[;gust27. 

From Killeever we fet out at thre^ 
o'clock this inorning, and journied about 
eight miles along the fea^^fhbre, fometimes 
on the beach. We then turned to our 
right, and, quitting the fea-coaft, pafled 
over an open country, with little cultiva- 
tion and few inhabitants. The firft village 
we came to was Connyclue, where we 
arrived at half pad fix o'clock, and re- 
mained an hour to refrefh. After leaving 
Connyclue, we came acrofs a very dreary 
country, in which not a tree nor a (lone 
was to be feen. The foil is very white, 
but is neither clay nor fand; and wha^ 
little vegetation tWere is, is nearly de- 
ftroyed by innumerable Quantities of 
ground fquirrels* 

The 
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The firft figns of cultivation we met 
with were the vineyards belonging to a 
town called Chouroe, and which are 
near thfee miles long. At Chouroe wo 
arrived about ten oVlock, and remained 
an hour, when we purfued our route over 
an open barren country. .About eight 
miles beyond Chouroe we croffed a river, 
over which is a bridge of fifty arches, all 
built with hewn ftone, and neatly turned. 
So many arches, however, did not appear 
by any means neceflary at prefent; as 
there was not a great body of water in the 
river. 

We now entered a country poflefsing 
higher cultivation and more inhabitants, 
and turned about a quarter of a mile 
out of our road, to feed our horfes at a 
town called Carrastran. In a deep 
narrow valley near this town were three 
lofty ftone pillars, which, I was informed, 
were to fupport pipes for conveying water 
acrofs the valley to the town. 

R 2 We 
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We only refted half an hour here, and 
then, continued our route. Little variation 
occurred in the face of the country till 
we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
BoRGAs, which we reached at half paft 
fix o'clock. Here our profpe<5l was much 
enlivened by the appearance of a neat 
town, and trees interfperfed about the 
furrounding country ; for we had not feen 
any, except a few fruit trees, fince we left 
the fea-coaft. 



MONDAY, AUGUST 28. 

This morning we fet out from Borgas 
at four o'clock, and foon after we left the 
town entered a large foreft, in which we 
continued for about twenty miles without 
feeing either habitation or culture, till we 
reached a fmall village called Assibaly. 
Trom this place to Kirkleesan, about 
four miles, the whole way is covered with 
vineyards. 

We 
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We arrived at Kirkleesan at ten 
o'clock. This is a very large and popu- 
lous town, having ten mofques and mina- 
rets, and feveral hummums. All the public 
buildings are of hewn ftone and marble, 
and fome of them very handfome. Here 
we procured frefh horfes, having conti- 
nued upon the others all the way from 
Constantinople. 

At twelve o'clock we fet out from 
Kirkleesan, and foon entered a very 
woody hilly country, which abounded 
with fine marble. Being on freih horfes 
we rode brifkly, and at three o'clock ar- 
rived at a fmall village called Ericlee, 
around which there was a little cultiva- 
tion, the firft we had met with fince we 
paffed the vineyards of Kirkleesan. 

We did net flop here, however, but 
continued our route without any delay till 
half paft four, when we arrived at a vil- 
lage called Canarea, where we put up 
at a Greek's houfe to refreih. The Greeks 
are a very civil obliging people, and our 
R 3 hoft 
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hoft brought us out the beft refrefhmcnts he 
had in the houfe. In thefe fmall villages 
there are very few Turks, and if there be one, 
it is almoft certain that he is a barber; but 
he will ftrut about and afllime as much con- 
fequence as a baftiaw. I had frequently ob- 
ferved thefe great men in the little villages 
we paffed through, ^ and, on enquiry, 
was generally informed that they were 
barbers. This made me rather more atten- 
tive to the adtions of the one we met with 
in this village, who, after giving the falam 
in great form, came to converfe with my 
Janizaryi. I was enabled ever afterwards 
to diftinguifh thefe important perfonages. 

We only remained here half an hour, 
and then continued our journey through 
fome very thick woods. At half paft 
feven o'clock we reached' a village called 
Faccue, where we changed horfes, arid 
fet oijt again at half paft eight. The 
whole of our road was through a clofe 
wood till we arrived at a town called 
Ka RRAPooNAR, which wc reached at half 
paft twelve o'clock. 

5 The 
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The diflance from Kirkleesan to 
Faccue is thirty-fix miles, and from 
thence to Karrapoonar fifteen. 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 

From Karrapoonar we fet out at 
four o'clock. For the firft two hours our 
road was through very thick woods, and I 
obferved that our route had been nearly 
due North ever fince we left the fea-coafl:» 

At eight o'clock we arrived at a village 
called Benlee, where we ftopt half an 
hour at a Greek's houfe to refrefti. The 
matter of the houfe had two very beau* 
tiful daughters. The Greeks in general 
have handfome features; but thefe parti- 
cularly attracted tny attention. They, as 
well as the peafantry in general, had a 
very ridiculous cuftom of tying all their 
treafure round their necks; and I have ac- 
tually feen fome wear three or four 
hundred Venetian fequins perforated and 
R 4 faftened 
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r 

faftened round their necks with filk ftrings. 

This cuftom, however, is confined to the 

unmarried part of the lex, wives having 

no ornament whatever on that part of 

their perfons. 

An arm of the Black Sea reaches 
within tv/o miles of Benlee, which in 
part feparates Romalia from Bulgaria. 

After we left Benlee the country had 
a better appearance, exhibiting a great 
deal of cultivation all the way to Idos, 
which we reached at ten o^clbck. It 
abounded with fine cattle, all milk-white 
except their ears and the end of the tail, 
which were brown ; there were alfo many 
buffaloes, 

Idos is a tolerably large town, and 
pleafantly fituated. Many of the houfes 
are built within a compound, lirailar to 
thofe of the Bramins and Nair^ in India, 
which makes the town at a diftaiice appear 
jnuch larger than it really is, 

. The 
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The peafantry here feparate the corn 
from the ftraw by the fame method as in 
Asia Minor, and which I have obferved 
to be adopted in all countries where the 
rains are periodical. They make a ring 
about forty yards round, fometimes of 
clay, and fometimes paved. They then 
bring their corn from the field, and throw 
it in a hedp in the middle of the ring. . 
They have a fledge too, which is fome- 
time3 drawn by bullocks, fometimes by 
horfes, and fome of thefe have pieces of 
iron driven into the bottom to cut the 
ftraw as it goes round; though in others 
I have, feen flint ft-ones faftened to the 
bottom. Upon the fledge is a heavy 
weight. . Befide the perfon who drives 
the cattle, another is employed with a 
fork in tofsing the ftraw from the ring if 
the grain is extra6ted, and taking frefh 
from the heap in the middle. In this 
manner they are enabled to continue till 
they have extracted the whole of their 
corn, without being in any danger of 
having it fpoiled by rain. This is much 

quicker 
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quicker, and eafier too, than our mode of 
thraftiing in England. 

As the weather in England is local, 
perhaps more fo than in any other part of 
the world, and cannot be depended upon 
many days together, might notthofe who 
have large farms and extenfive buildings 
follow a fimilar plan, or even build ftieds, 
which would anfwer as well, and abate 
much of the very heavy labour of thrafh- 
ing ? By this mode they would alfo fave 
time, and confequently be better able to 
attend to the cultivation and improvement 
of their lands. 

We fet out from Idos at twelve o'clock 
on frefh horfes; and at two miles beyond 
the town entered an extenfive foreft, in 
which we continued till feven o'clock, 
when we crofled a pretty ample river 
called Derra, and arrived at a fmall town 
named Cheng a near its banks. 

The 
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The road through the foreft was fome- 
times very bad. * We followed the bed of 
a river for an hour, which was rough and 
rocky, and the horfes were fometimes in 
danger. Though we were frequently near 
the Black Sea, the trees were fo very 
thick that I liad not often an opportunity 
of feeing it ; yet we were fometimes with- 
in two hundred yards of the beach, and 
faw a fhip (landing towards Constanti- 
nople. 

The foreft in many places has the 
underwood cleared away to encourage 
the growth of the oaks; and there being a 
great many of thefe, and fome very fine 
timber among them, from their vicinity 
to the fea they may be ftiipped with little 
trouble. 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

We fet out from Cheng a at four 
o'clock, and after pafsing a little cultiva- 
tion aear the town entered another thick 

foreft> 
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foreft, which led us to a village called 
Enechee, after crofsing a river bearing 
the fame name about eight miles from 
Chenga. 

.We foon came to another foreft, in 
which we continued till we arrived near 
Pravadee, which we reached at feven 
oVlock, 

Pravadee is a large and well inha- 
bited town, containing many very good 
buildings. It is fituated in a narrow vale 
running N. and S. between two fteep 
rocky hills- We remained here an hour 
to refrefli and change hbrfes. . 

Afcending the hill on the weftern fide, 
we had a fine profpe6t of the furrounding 
country, and on the top of the hill on 
the eaft fide of Pravadee is another large 
town called Disdarchue. 

We now entered a fine country, and 

pafled through a great many villages in 

high cultivation, and abounding inor- 

2 chards 
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chards and vineyards. Mod kinds of fruit 
•were now ripe, in great plenty, and very 
cheap, as were likewife proviiions of all 
kinds. 

Our road lay now more Weft, and v/c 
pailed through a remarkably fine country 
in the neighbourhood of a town called 
Chelepcha, twenty miles Weft from 
Pravadee. 

On leaving Chelepcha we pafled a 
village on our right called Madara ; then 
rode acrofs an extenfive plain for twelve 
miles, and at three o'clock arrived at 
Chumloo. , 

This is a very populous town, and, 
though not regularly fortified, is of great 
natural ftrength from its fituation, having 
a fteepmountain behind the town, forming 
a femicirqle, on which the Turks have 
planted feveral batteries of cannon. 

During the late war a cohfiderable 
Rufsian army appeared in the plains before 

this 
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this town, and defeated theTurkifh forces. 
The . latter retreated into the town, and 
threw up a mud wall with a fofie and 
paling before the town, and up each fide | 

of the mountain- [This temporary forti- '\ 

fication ftill remains entire.] As the 
Rufsian army approached the town, the 
Turks played upon them from their bat- 
teries on the mountain. The Rufsians 
here loft their General and retreated. 

On the weftern fide of the mountain is 
a thick foreft which is perfectly inaccefsi- 
ble to an army. 

We left Chumloo at five o'clock on 
frefh horfes, and, travelling weftward 
through z, well cultivated country, came i 

at twelve o'clock to a large town called ^^ 

Arnootka, fituated in a valley. At one i 

we reached Rasgrat; and this is reckon- \ 

ed thirty-two miles from Chumloo. 



j^< . 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 31. 

At half paft fix we fet out from Ras- 
GRAT on frefti horfes, and at eight o'clock 
fiopped an hour to re&efh at a village 
called UcHENCHA. 

' Wc now rode for near forty miles 
through one of the fineft countries I had 
yet feen, with corn and ploughed land on 
each fide as far as the eye could reach. 

At fix o'clock we arrived at Rochuke^ 
but could not fee the town till we were 
within half a mile of it, being fituated on 
the banks of the Danube at the foot of a 
hill, which continues for feveral miles near 
the Danubs, and is covered with vine- 
yards. 

RocHUKE is a large populous town 
about the fize of Liverpool. We did 
not, however, flop here, but ^rofled the 
Danube, and landed about three miles 

below 
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pelow on the oppofite fide, at a towfl 
called Ergnoff. The Danube is here 
an ample river, but does not appear to me 
fo large as either the Euphrates or Ti- 
gris. 

We refrefhed at Ergnoff, and waited 
near two hours for horfes and carts, in 
which we were donveyed to a village 
called CopucHEN, where we arrived at 
eleven o'clock. On enquiry, I found that 
this was the manner in which I was to 
travel through Wallachia. Thefe poft 
carts are light, and run very eafy upon 
four wheels. They have not, either about 
the cart or the horfes furniture, the 
fmalleft particle of iron or other metal f 

whatever. The horfes are fmall, but run \ 

very fail; for we travelled, upon an aver- 
age, rather quicker than by the mail 
coaches in England. 



f FRIDAY^ 

/ 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 

We fet out this morning at fix o'clock. 
1 Iicid one poft-cart with three horfes, and 
my Janizary another with the fame num-^ 
ber. We met with no cultivation till 
nine o'clock, when we reached a village 
called Calligurran, where we break- 
fafted and remained till half pad ten. 

We then refumed our journey tlirougli 
a very fine country, though little culti- 
vated. The foil, however, appears well 
adapted for culture, being a ftrong brown 
earth, very even, and not a ftone to be 
feen the natural produce of the place. 

At twelve o'clock we crofled a large 
river called Arjects over a bridge of boats 
made faft by a cable. Loofe pieces of 
wood, half fquared, were laid athwart 
the boats, which made it very difagree- 
ble crofsing. We then continued our 
route through ^ fine country in which 
S little 
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little corn was grown, except make, artcJ 
at three oVlock reached Bukaaest, the 
capital of Wallach!1a, and the refidenee' 
of the HospoDAR. 

I now made ufe of the letters of intro-^ 
duftion which I had received from the 
Imperial Minifter Baron Herbert de 
Rathkaal at ConstANtj^ople to M^ 
t>E Merkeliu*, the Imperial Conful Ge-^ 
neralherej from whom I received thef 
greateft civilities, and at whofe hoiafe I 
remained till Monday the 4th -^ 

He politely too-k me' in his Carriage aff 
round the environs of Bukarest, and 
gave me every information that 1 could 
i(vifli refpedling the country. 

BuKAREST is a very exteinfive and po^ 
pulous city, contaiiiingv three hundred and 
iixty Greek churches, one Roman and one* 
Lutheran chapel, and a few convents*^ 
Here are no Turkifli raofques, nor are 
they permitted to be built in any part of^ 
the province. Gentlemen's carriages are' 

here 
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hei-e very numerous, and a man is looked 
upon in lio other light than as a fervant or 
k peafant, who does hot keep one. A 
coach, with a pair of horfeg and a driver, 
may be all kept here for fifty pounds 
fterlirig. The coachmen ahd footjnen are 
in general Egyptian flaves; 

There is much intrigue carried on in 
the higher clafleis, particularly among the 
married people. A mari never fees his in- 
tended bride till they exchange ring$, a 
fceremony that takes place a few days be- 
fore the marriage; for the parents or 
guardians of both parties make up the 
match without aiking the confent of 
feither; . 

In a very (hort time after the marriage 
ceremony the parties generally difcontinue 
fleeping together, each carrying on their 
refpe<ftive intrigues. The ladies ufually 
keep their feparate carrlageis, as a coach, 
with a proper equipage, is commonly a part 
of the marriage portion* The unmarried 
S 2 young 
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young ladies^ however, are kept up as 
clofe as in a nunnery, and are not per- 
mitted to keep company with any men 
whatever until the ceremony of exchang- 
ing rin;gs with their intended hufbands has 
taken place. . 

I believe there are few people in the 
worlds particularly among thofe who call 
themfelves Chriftians, that make more 
profefsions of religion than thefe people, 
and in reality have lefs. In fome of the 
churches here they have prayers continu- 
ally from morning till night, and thefe are 
chaunted as in Catholic chapels. 

Their language is harmonious, Jome- 
thing refembling the Greek, and indeed 
has feveral Greek characters in it. , 

. Walla^hia pofleffes in general a rich 
foil, but is rather woojdyl In the greateft 
part of the province there is fcarcely a 
hill or ftone the natural prpduce of the 
country. Thcit corn is chiefly maize, of 
^ : which 
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which they have a great quantity; yet 
good wheaten bread is to be had in the 
larger towns^ 

Provifions of all kinds are very cheap; 
and I bought a* fine fowl for fix Turkifli 
parra, value about thr'ee halfpence fterling. 

The inhabitants in general are Greeks, 
and they have not many foreigners among 
them. In the larger towns, however, 
there are fome Jews and a few Germans. 

They ere6l crucifixes near ^he roads; 
fome of thefe are of ftone, but they are 
chiefly made of wood. All, however, 
are painted; fome having Jesus Christ,, 
fome the Virgin Mary, others the 
Twelve Apoftles, fome the Ten Command* 
ments, prayers, ficc. depicted on them, 
Thefe crucifixes are very numerous, and 
moft pf the country people make their 
obedience as tliey pafs them. 

The province is well watered; the 

bridges are all built with wood ; but they 

S 3 have 
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have a very ridiculous cuftom of layij^g 
loofe pieces of half-fquared timber aCro(s 
the bridges, which frequently give wajr 
under the horfes feet. 



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4. 

, • ■ ♦ 

JfAViNG provided feme necellaries an4 
provifions for my journey, as well as fome 
trifles which I might have occafion for 
while performing quarantine, I took leave 
of my kind hoft, M. de Merkelius, to 
whom i am apprehenfive that I mud al-r 
ways remain indebted, 

, I had here a poft^-cart fimilar to what J 
came in, but with four hprfes, for I wilhe4 
to travel as, <juick as pofsible. I had a 
Janizary to accompany me, who rode oij 
horfeback, and was of much iervdce in 
interpreting, as well as in providing horfes, 
lb as to prevent unneceflary delays. I was 
anxious to arrive at the Lazaretto before 
fun-fet the following day, as I ftiould 
thereby fa ve a whole day and night. I 
* ' traveiled| 
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travelled^, therefore, much fafter than I 
could have expe(fted, and even quicker 
than the mail in England, as will ap- 
pear by the following diftances and towns 
through which I pafled. 

• German PoJIs^ 

BujCARESTtoPOLONTINE ...... If 

Florest 2 

GiEST ..:...... 3 

GlERBUOFF ,...,. 2 

Fittest , . - 1 ? 

MOARA ........ H 

^RGISH ...,,... 2 

Salatrook ...... 3 f 

Perishaw 2 

Keenest . .;.... 2 
RqthenThurn Pass, 
vhere J performed quarantine, 

which, reckoning 12 Englifti piiles to j^ 
JJernjian ppft^ is 27 miles, 

- The above are not the- only tpwrts 
|;hrough which I pafled ; but are fpecified 
gjs being the places appoipteij for frefl) 
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horfes, which are always kept ready on 
purpofe to convey the German mails, and 
are paid for that fervice by M. de Mer- 
ICELius, who has great part of the ma* 
nagement of forwarding the German poft 
from CoNSTANTiNOFLE to the frontiers, 
and through whofe hands all the Eaft 
India Company's difpatches pafs, on their 
way tp Vienna, 

I arrived at the Rothen Thurn Pass 
at five o'clock in the aAernoon of the 
5 th September, when my quarantine com^ 
n^enced. I had brought letters from M, 
DE Mer^elius to the Director of the 
Lazaretto, however, which proved of 
much fervice j for I was in confequence 
particularly attended to, had a (ervant 
appointed to wait on me, and was fupplied 
with plenty of the beft provifions, wine, 
and fruits. 

When at Constantinople, I wifhed 
much to come through Servia and Bel-^ 
GRADE, and to perform quarantine at 
Sew LIN, but ^^?is induced to decline 

coming 
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coming that route on being informed, that 
I fhould be detained thirty days; whereas 
by this route I (hould only be delayed ten 
days by the quarantine. This route allb 
being appointed by the Germans for con- 
ducing the port, I experienced no other 
detention whatever; in the other, I fhould 
have been liabje to man^ delays. 

My Janizary and myfelf had travelled 
fo faft as a6lually to keep in company with 
the poll till after we crofled the Danube, 
when I found myfelf fo much fatigued 
that I preferred remaining all night to 
continuing with the poft any longer. I 
have often had the vanity to think that I 
was as able to endure fatigue and hard^ 
ihips as moft men, always enjoying a 
good ftrong conftitution, and from choice 
having been accuftomed to live tempe- 
rately; but I have had experience enough 
to know, that I muft fubmit to the Turks, 
whofe patience and perfeverance in per- 
forming the longeft journies exceed all 
belief; 

From 
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From the night of the 25 th Augud to 
the evening of the Sift, I had travelled fix 
Jiundred and feventy-two Englifh miles, 
a6 will appear by the following diftances, 
given me by M. de^ Merkelius, the Di? 
redqr of the Poft, and on whofe know- 
jedge and veracity I may have perfedt 
HfJependence* 

German f^* 
From GONSTANTINpFLE tO ROCHUKE 

on the Danube, throueh Romalia 

and Bulgaria . 50 

From Erguoff on the Danube to 
BUKAREST 6 



56; 
which, reckoning 12 Englifli ?ni|es to a 
Qerman poft, is 672 miles. 

The latter has been j^ccurately afcer^ 
tained by the German engineers, who had 
the conducing of artillery to Ergj^off ii| 
the late war* 

On the 14th September my quarantine 
expired, the day ou which I arrived being 

i:epk^ne4 



I 
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^ckqncd as one, becaufe I was there be- 
fore fui)-fet. A^s there was no carriage, 
ready, the Dlre6lor recommended me to 
wait till the following morning, the poft 
being expe6led at fix o'clock. After 
breakfafting with the Dire6lor, who madq 
many apologies for not attending mc 
better, being prevented frpm having any 
<:ommunicatioq, I m^dq his two chil- 
dren a prefent, and took my leave, per- 
fe<SlIy fatisfied with his conduct. 

I fet oujt in the poft-cart, a carriage 
built on purpofe, and with better accom- 
modations and more conveniencies than 
the Wallachian; though both are very 
iight, 

pur roacj for the firft fix miles was neai; 
the banks of the river Alauta, with 
very high hills and thick woods on each 
fide. There are many fleep narrow pafles 
here, but juft broad enough for the car- 
riage, and which have been cut out of 
j,he folid rocks. 



At 
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At BoETZHAR all my paflports, and 
certificates of having performed the qua- 
rantine^ were examined* 

After getting through thofe pafTes we 
entered a fine open country, ia which nu- 
merous villages and fome confiderable 
towns were to be feen, and the greater 
part of the whole w;as cultivated. 

At eleven o'clock we arrived at Herr- 
MANSTADT, the Capital of Transyl- 

^ VANIA. 

Here I delivered the letter which I had 
brought from the Imperial Minifter at 
Constantinople to the General Com« 
mandant of the province, who behaved 
very politely, and made me welcome at 
his houfe. He entertained a very high 
opinion of the Englifti, (by whofe troops 
he had once been taken prifoner when in 
Flanders) but knew very little of the 
language; for he often repeated all that 
he knew of it, which were only VWo 
words, the common exprefsion in fwear* 

' 2 ing. 
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ing, which he faid he learned while a prl* 
foner. 



The pajfiports I had received from the 
Imperial Minifter at Constantinople 
(for what purpofe I cannot fay) mentioned 
that I was a bachelor, which the General 
obferving, he wifhed me much to marry 
a German, faying that they had plenty 
of very handfome A^omen, and that if I 
would fix uppn any one, he would pledge 
himfelf that I fliould not meet with a re- 
fufal in the whole province. . 

Herrmanstadt is a tolerably well 
built city. The promen^lde is very 
pleafant, and they have alfo a very hand- 
fome theatre. Their mulic is excellent, 
having the advantage of fome of the firft 
German performers. The people are very 
polite, and obferve much formality; for 
no perfon above the rank of a fervant .can 
walk in the flreets without a fword by his 
fide. They are alfo very particular in 
their drefles; and a native of the province 
wiears a. drcfs Cmilar to what was worn i^ 

England 
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England upwards of a hundred yeafi 
ago, viz, a long cbat almoft reaching td 
the ground j trimnied all round with fur j 
a pair of boots like thofe of our heavy 
cavalry, with a cocked hat fomething like 
a Dutch ikipper's. People from every" v 
province are known here by their refpec- 
tive dreffes; and even every tradefmah i^ 
diftinguifhed by his apparel. 

Wiioever vifits this city, if he ban fpare 
two hours, fhould not negle6t feeing 
Baron Brurenth al's extenfive colledtion 
of the moft valuable paintings, many of 
ivhich are by the firft mafters, Guido^ 
Rubens, R^mbrant, 8ic. His ahtique 
coins, medals, and other curiofities, alfd 
are vvell worth feeing. His library is very -^ 
extenfive^ and confidered of great value; 
He has likewife a beautiful garden about 
half a mile out of the city, laid out after 
the Englifti tafte. 

The Baron is almoft SO years of age ; he 
was many years Civil Governor of this pro- 
vince, and fpeaks Englifti tolerably well. 

Than- 



TftANSYLVANiA is^ generally fpcaking^ 
& fine country, but capable of much im-« 
j[)rovement' It produces great quantities 
of moft kinds of grain, and flax of a very 
good quality^ which is manufadured inta 
linen* 

The tiobiiity are for the ftioft part very 
proudj and keep their peafantry in a ftate 
of-iiavery} for out of fix days in tho^ 
week the peafartt is obliged to labour four 
for his inafter, having only the remaimng 
two days^or himfelf* 

This provin<:e p*ys to the £mperor iri 
taxes of all kinds 1,500,000 florins annu- 
ally^ which is chiefly Jmpofed upon the 
land, for what the citizens pay hs very 
trifling indeed- 

i bought at HERkMANSTADt a carriage 
of that kind called a calafti, b?ing much 
more commodious than the common poft- 
carts, a^ in cafe of rain the paflfengers can 
throw the calaih over them for flielter. 
3 They 
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They run upon four wheels, and are veiy 
eafy in their motion. 

Befide the letters to the General 
Commandant, I had others to Hadjee 
******, a banker, who introduced 
me to two Greek merchants that were 
going to Vienna, and recommended me 
to take them in my carriage. As they 
were acquainted with the language, I 
agreed to it, and on the 18th September 
we fet out from Herrm ans^adt. 

We travelled pofl, and without any 
delay, by day and night, till we' arrived 
at Temeswar, th^e capital of Bifl?NATE, 
where we were detained a few hours to 
have our paflports examined. This being 
a ftrong fortification, the officers were very 
particular in examining all ftrangers, and 
I was obliged to go before the General 
Commandant, with whom 1 converfed in 
Latin. ^ When informed that I was an 
Engliftiman he fliewed me much atten- 
tion. 

The 
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The Banate is a very fine province, 

the greater part of it being level and well 

cultivated, except on that fide adjoining 

to Transylvania, which is mountainous 

' and woody. 

Provifions of all kinds are good and 
cheap ; and their wines are excellent, plar- 
ticularly at a large town called Luqos. 

The two Greek merchants, my compa- 
tiions, continued to pay on the road, and 
I obferved them frequently endeavouring 
to cheat the poft mailers and poftilions. 
When we flopped at an inn too, they be- 
haved very fhabbily. I confidered myfelf 
difgraced by fuch condu6t; but when at 
- laft they even attempted to impofe upon 
me, I thought it high time to break ofl^ 
all conne<5lion with them, which I did 
immediately on our arrival at Pest. 

This condui5l in the Greek merchants 
confirmed^ the opinion I had always en- 
tertained of thofe people, who may 
be faid to be in a degraded ftate, and 
T whofe 
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whofe flag is not refpe6led by other na- 
tions. It might be thought illiberal ^ to 
enumerate the various nations and people 
whofe condu6l fhould be watched with a 
jealous eye J in Asia, however, I may 
mention the Armenian; in Europe, the 
Greeks and Jews, I have witnefled the 
low chicanery of the two former, and I 
believe we have here almoft daily proofs 
of the latter. On the contrary, I have 
obferved, that whenever the flag of any 
nation is refpe6led, the people of that na- 
tion condu6l themfelves in a manner that 
will at all times command refpeft. Thefc 
confiderations convince me, how much 
every individual ought to confider himfelf 
interefted in Supporting the dignity of his^- 
national chara6ter. 

Pest is at prefent the capital of the 
kingdom of Hungary. It is a large and 
populous city, and has been much im- 
proved within the laft fix years, great 
part of the city having been entirely re- 
built. It is fcated on the left banks of 
the Danube. 

2 
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On the oppofite fide of the river is the 
city of Offen, nearly as large as Pest, 
and remarkable for its excellent wines, 
which are held in much efteem all over 
the Empire, 

Offen is fitualed on the fide of a hill 
facing the South, which is covered with 
T^neyards fcH* about fix miles below the 
city- The wine is red and fomething like 
port, but has a ftronger body and is very 
rough. We have a profpedl of fome of 
this wine reaching England, as they are 
now cutting a canal from Vienna to 
Trieste. 

On the river Danube below Pest, are 
many floating corn-mills, which are adr 
mirably adapted for the purpofe* The 
veflels on which the mills are built are al- 
ways kept afloat, and at anchor, in the 
middle of the ftream ; the wheel is turned 
by the current; and I am of opinion, that 
mills built on a fimilar conllrudlion might 
be made ferviceable on the river Thamejb, 
T 2 without 



27ff A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

without obftru6ling the navigation ; for 
we have too many inftances of flour and 
bread advancing in price, on account of 
the mills in the neighbourhood not being 
able to raife a fufficient fupply, particu- 
larly in dry feafons; 

Oh the SSth September, at four in the 
afternoon, I fet out from Pest, and ar- 
rived at Vienna at 12 o'clock at nights 
The road was in general tolerably good, 
and I travelled about as quick as does 
the mail coach in England. 

At Vienna I remained nearly three 
weeks, being much fatigued with the 
journey ; and during my flay I received 
many civilities from Sir Morton Eden 
(now Lord Henley) the British Minifter, 

On the 12th 06lober I left Vienna, 
coming through Bohemia, and remain- 
ing two days at Prague to take a view of 
the city and its environs, 

I^eaving 
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Leaving Prague I came on to Dres- 
den, the capital of Saxony, where I re- 
mained two days, and did not confider my 
time mis-fpent. There is a degree of ele- 
gance in thivcity apd the neighbourhood, 
fuperior to any thing that I have elfewhere 
feen. The gallery is fuppofed to contain 
the largeft and beft colle6iion of paintings 
in Europe, and it had lately received 
confiderable additiqps ; for, on the French 
entering Italy, many of the beft pieces 
were conveyed to Dresden, as a place of 
fafety. 

After leaving Dresden, I travelled 
through Leipsick, Halle, Halber- 
STADT, Brunswick-Lunenburg, and to 
Hamburgh, which I reached on the 
evening of the 28th Odlober. 



the end* 
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